SOCIOLOGY 101

Bill Barry--Instructor

Term Paper Tips


As you begin your term paper, here are some suggestions:

Describe your sociologist’s work at the beginning of your paper. Why is the sociologist important? When did the sociologist write? What was the focus of the work?

Then describe, referring to the primary sources which you read--and a primary source is a work written by (not about) the subject of your paper:

1. the details of the work in a thorough fashion This must be the major part of your paper (In White Collar, Mills describes . . .)

2. main sociological points

3. research procedures (field work or quantitative research) with descriptions

4. historical importance—is your sociologist special in some way to the development of sociology as a “science”? Does the time of the sociologist impact the work (many modern sociologists were strongly affected by World War II, for example)?

5. relation to other sociologists (is your subject creating new ideas or dumping on previous ones?)

6. which of the four major perspectives doe your sociologist represent?

7. for some sociologists, their active participation in social movements reflects their thinking, and could be considered in your paper

8. how is your subject regarded in the field (genius or crackpot?) and for this, you can use secondary sources 

Then give a conclusion, which will summarize your paper and will emphasize the importance of the sociologist you studied. If you wish to include a brief personal comment about the sociologist, such as why you are impressed or disappointed, or how the sociologist showed you something about sociology and your life, it is acceptable.


REMEMBER: this is a research project using primary sources. Refer to the sources so that your reader(s) can appreciate the time, effort and intelligence that you invested in the project and include a bibliography at the end of your paper.

Using the textbook as a “source” will definitely not impress the instructor.


The paper must be mechanically perfect—no spelling mistakes, bad grammar or careless organization.
You must submit your draft(s) to me on the schedule outlined in your syllabus.

