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SOCIALIZATION


Socialization is a process—lifelong interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental and social skills need for survival in society—the link between an individual and society—part of human development—continues the debate over nature vs. nurture

Also important for the survival of society as a whole—the functionalist perspective believes individuals have to accept the values, beliefs and behaviors—the specific content differs greatly from society to society


Subcultures: race, gender, class, ethnicity, religion


Learning by interaction


Sociobiology—adds another, more difficult element to socialization—pioneered by Edward O. Wilson, genetic inheritance underlies many forms of social behavior—nature vs. nurture—even solitary actions are social—biological and emotional needs


Isolation—a kind of laboratory experiment in socialization—Harry and Margaret Harlow (1962) isolated rhesus monkeys from each other—mother substitutes—shows detrimental effects of isolation but it is impossible to duplicate laboratory conditions among humans—what’s the sound of one hand clapping?


Isabelle (1932-1939)—raised by a deaf mother in an attic

Anna (1932-1942)—child brought up in isolation


Genie (1957-    )—also brought up in isolation

Feral children—“The Wild Boy of Aveyron” was found in 1798 (Comte was born this year) who was raised by animals—Tarzan is the myth—


Institutionalized children—H.M. Skeels and H.B. Dye (1939) studied children brought up in orphanages—limited stimulation rather than biological limitations—a longitudinal study over 2 ½ years found that children who were “adopted” had large IQ growth while those who remained lost 30 points—pretty cruel experiment--


Isolation is most severe form of child abuse (cf Sartre  We are all alone)
THEORIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT


Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)—the origin of personality--theory of psychoanalysis, which uncovers a subconscious—all human behavior and personality develop from the unconscious

· Id: the component of personality that includes all of an individual’s basic biological drives and needs that demand immediate gratification—also called psychic energy—all children are born with an id
· Ego: the rational, reality-oriented component of personality that imposes restrictions on the innate, pleasure-seeking drives—channels the drives of the id and allows individuals to live in a society with others
· Superego: conscience, or recognition of the moral and ethical aspects of personality—the “culture within us”—
When the id dominates, people are selfish and heedless, breaking norms—when the ego dominates, people are too rigid and bound by convention—a healthy individual balances the id and the ego, a person with behavior problems cannot balance

· Also divided these drives into conscious and unconscious

Sociologists generally do not agree with Freud because they believe that factors such as class/race/gender control their behavior, which is socialized—feminists have been especially critical because Freud assumed that what is “male” is “normal”—thought females were inferior, reflecting his own socialization

Erik Erikson (1902-1994)—identified eight stages of psychosocial development

1. Trust vs. mistrust (birth to age one)

2. Autonomy vs. shame and doubt (ages 1-3)

3. Initiative vs. guilt (3-5)

4. Industry vs. inferiority (6-11)—children want to manipulate objects and to learn how things work—children in wider world between school and family

5. Identity vs. role confusion (12-18)

6. Intimacy vs. Isolation (18-35)

7. Generativity vs. Self-absorption (35-55)

8. Integrity vs. despair (55 and up)

    Erikson broadened Freud by focusing on social factors over a lifetime—satisfactory resolution of conflicts in each stage results in positive development—Erikson’s critics saw the study of white, middle-class subjects from industrialized countries --others look at racial/ethnic factors in the process of psychosocial development—looking for “positive” outcomes


Mention Kai Erikson—took his father’s work into new directions


Jean Piaget (1896-1980)—Swiss psychologist emphasized the cognitive (intellectual) development or how reasoning skills develop—claimed that children all over thw world, no matter the development of their societies, go through the same stages
· Sensorimotor stage (birth-2) no symbolic thoughts or use of language—direct contact with experience (tasting, touching)
· Preoperational stage (2-7)—children develop the ability to use symbols—do not yet understand common concepts of speed, size or causation
· Concrete operational stage (7-11)—children think of tangible objects and actual events—can draw conclusions about physical consequences of an action without having to try out the action—cannot understand abstract concepts like truth or dishonesty, even though they have learned to lie
· Formal operational stage (12-adolescence)—the potential to think in abstract terms, and to understand places, things and events they have never personally experiences—can think about the future and evaluate different options—can consider principles, including motivation and intentions

Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-  )--expanded the theory of cognitive development—classified moral reasoning into three stages

· Preconventional level (7-10)—children’s actions are based on punishment and obedience

· Conventional level (10-adulthood)—people are concerned about how they are perceived by their peers

· Postconventional level(adulthood) people view morality and behavior in terms of individual actions, regardless of peer/legal pressures

Carol Gilligan (1936-   )—emphasized gender issues, since Kohlberg studied only males—women have been socialized differently

SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Sociologists believe that personality/behavior develops only through interaction with others—social contact becomes social contract—


Self-concept: our own ideas and feelings about ourselves—

1. physical self

2. active self—“I am good  at . . .”

3. social self—how you relate to others

4. psychological self—set of beliefs

Self-concept is continually changing—there is a decisive interaction between self-concept and, for example, the physical self—influenced by role models/advertising/manipulation—total called self-identity—symbolic interactionists believe that we do not know ourselves until we see through the eyes of others—the outer-directed personality


What is self-esteem? Should it be “taught” in school or is it just imagination?—important issue in class culture


Charles Horton Cooley (1864-1929)—the looking-glass self—person’s sense of self is derived from the perceptions of others—sense of self is largely determined by others—“Self and society go together, as phases of a common whole. I am aware of social groups in which I live as immediately and authentically as I am aware of myself.”(1909)—

Each to each a looking glass


Reflects the other that doth pass


The Looking-Glass Self contains three elements:

1. We imagine how we appear to others around us

2. We interpret others’ reactions

3. We develop a self-concept
As we monitor how others react, we modify “the self”--also discuss Riesman again—people driven to behave in order to obtain group acceptance

George Herbert Mead (1863-1931)—extended Cooley’s concept of self to role-taking: the process by which a person mentally assumes the role of another person in order to understand the world from that person’s/group’s point of view—children “play house,” for example—eliminates ethnocentrism, or sex roles—a person’s “self” is formed when we can recognize ourselves as distinct and separate objects


Mead insisted that both the “self” and the human mind are social products—looked at symbols, which can only come from society


As children grow, they become significant others, who influence the lives of others—Mead also described generalized other, as an individual takes on the role of the group as a whole


Taking on, or at least understanding, the roles of others is essential for people to become co-operative members of groups—we modify our behavior in anticipation of how others might react to us--the fundamental aspect of diversity—also important for self-control, which shows that people can anticipate responses and adjust behavior accordingly

Mead found three steps:

1. imitation—children under 3 can only mimic behavior
2. play—3-6—children take on roles of specific people—costumes and rituals
3. games—organized play in which children take on multiple roles—growth of anticipation

Mead claimed that there are two parts to the “self”


“I” is the self as subject, active, spontaneous and creative—the doer


“Me” is the self as object—the done-to


In the symbolic interactionist perspective, children are active, not passive, social agents—childhood is a socially constructed category—also called the orb web model by sociologist William A. Corsaro (1985) in which “children’s cultural knowledge reflects not only the beliefs of the adult world but also the unique interpretations and aspects of the children’s own peer culture

Urie Bronfenbrenner (1989—September, 2005)—the ecological systems theory, consisting of the interactions a child has with other people

1. micosystem: child influenced by direct face-to-face interaction with immediate family members

2. mesosystem: child’s interaction with adults are influenced by how adults interact

3. exosystem: how the immediate family members are influenced by another setting

4. macrosystem: how the child is influenced by components of the larger society

Erving Goffman—dramaturgy—people think of life as a drama in which they play roles

EMOTIONS

Are they created by biology or by sociology? 


Paul Ekman studied emotions and now gets $ 600/day from large audiences to discuss it     http://www.paulekman.com/index.php

Ekman claims that there are six emotions world-wide

1. Anger

2. Disgust

3. fear

4. happiness

5. sadness

6. surprise

Ekman claims that since we can tell a person’s emotion from an expression, the emotions are genetic—we express our emotions socially, repressing  some, expanding others, depending on socialization—class/gender/race are all factors--

AGENTS OF SOCIALIZATION


THE FAMILY—emphasized by the functionalist perspective—learn about dominant culture (language, values, beliefs, norms and attitudes)—supposed to be a source of emotional support—also establishes ethnic, racial, class, religious and regional cultural grouping from birth—each of these factors leads to different methods of socialization


Social class leads to very different family structures and ambitions—working-class families perpetuate the culture of obedience, while upper-class families stress imagination and ambition--

Melvin Kohn (1977)—regarded class as the strongest socializing factor—also looked at the professions of the parents—parents expect their children’s lives to be likes theirs, so they try to give the children guidelines to “success”—learning home repairs, for example, is a reflection of social class

The conflict perspective stress that socialization produces a false consciousness, a limited awareness and distorted reality of class structures—as a result, socialization reproduces another generation of class structure


Symbolic interactionist perspective—children change the lives of their parents, both physically and emotionally—children affect the parents as much as the parents affect the children


SCHOOL---including day care and preschool—more than 50% of all children are in day care, and the percentage is growing—did Frederick Winslow Taylor develop modern education?—school has profound impact on self-image, beliefs and values—schools are the most compelling peer groups

General argument over the value of pre-school—broken into “family” conservatives and sociological liberals—can you measure “success” by test scores, which improve as children start school earlier


Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis (1976)—school teaches a “hidden curriculum” of socialization: be neat, be on time, be quiet, be attentive—schools socialize children for entry into the work force—preach punctuality and deference—students from the ruling class receive a very different education—


Symbolic interactionists look at how children are socialized to learn about symbols, feelings and gender roles—debate over gender segregation


How does home schooling affect socialization?

PEER GROUPS—a group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social position and (usually) similar age--begin as soon as a child is old enough to have acquaintances outside the home—


William Corsaro (1992) –studied peer pressure during pre-school years—wrote The Sociology of Childhood--subcultures exert pressures on individuals—sanctions (both positive and negative) ridicule, power, positions, attitudes—peer culture both separates and unites individuals within a random group—[see his work above on children]

MASS MEDIA—important in several ways

· informs (or misinforms) us about events

· introduces us to a wide array of people

· provides a range of viewpoints

· makes us aware of products and services that will, if we buy them, make us more attractive/acceptable to others

· entertains us by letting us live vicariously through other lives

Marshall McLuan (1911-1980)    the media is the message—

http://www.marshallmcluhan.com/
Electronic reality—enormous socialization of mental, emotional and physical behavior—children spend 1,642 hours/year watching electronics, compared to 1,000 hours/year in school—huge education gap as children know more about the “reality” of television than about real-reality—

Discuss class handout on “The ‘M’ Generation”


What are the consequences?—violent TV. creates violent behavior?—by age 18, a child will have seen 16,000 simulated murders and 200,000 acts of violence—even cartons and news shows-“if it bleeds, it leads”—

Negative images of women and people of color—is changing as more powerful women are shown in media
Video games—the hidden media which also provides stereotypes and methods of behavior—what is their effect on people’s real life behavior?

GENDER SOCIALIZATION—this is a very important area of the Postmodern Perspective--contains specific messages about roles based on sex—exhibits what is “acceptable” behavior—begins at birth with heroines/roles/expectations—are there biological dispositions or is everything socialized?

Donna Elder (2003) studied gender socialization enforced by peers--

RACE SOCIALIZATION--different behavior patterns for families as socialization agents—specific messages based on race or ethnic status—

1. personal and group identity

2. intergroup and interdivisional relationships

3. position in the social hierarchy

Martin Marger (1994):”Fear of, dislike for, and antipathy toward one group or another is learned in much the same way that people learn to eat with a knife or fork rather than with their bare hands or to respect other’s privacy in personal matters.”


Ethnic values become set as early as age 4—

Socialization is a life-long course

· anticipatory socialization—we get ready for the roles we think we are expected to assume—rites of passage—sometimes formalized, like Bar Mitzvah or first communion

· infancy and childhood—self-esteem among other values—class-based

· adolescence—sociobiology: what is socialization and what is hormones?—getting ready for “adult responsibilities”

· adulthood—some freedom of choice—still class-based

WORKPLACE—major importance--a major socializing impact because nothing is under your control as a worker, so everything can to be calculated in terms of a response—becomes a habit of mind—people often identify themselves in terms of their work--
Wilbert Moore (1968) divided occupational socialization into four phases:

1. career choice

2. anticipatory socialization 

3. conditioning and commitment

4. continuous commitment

The whole issue of expectations, or anticipation, has dramatically changed—ruling class is frantically trying to adjust socialization to free capitalism—could be a whole course in itself—pension issues

Elton Mayo—used the Hawthorne experiments to change workplace behavior in the name of efficiency and greater productivity—no sense of improving peoples lives, only altering their behavior

DAY CARE—new elements as families change—very controversial—many studies about the impact of day care—does day care weaken the family structures and, most importantly is that a bad thing?—can be earlier socialization since nuclear families tend to be more isolated—
RELIGION—can be an important element of socialization—even affects belief in socializations since many religions believes personality is divinely created

Resocialization—people learn new norms/values/patterns of behavior--

Voluntary resocialization—worker switches jobs or joins a different culture—from intermarriage to joining A.A.--

Involuntary resocialization—a total institution where an individual is isolated from the rest of society for a set period of time and come under the control of the officials who run the institution—people get depersonalized and move into new personality—have to unlearn the previous culture, but the transition period is clearly a conflict—

Socialization in the future—who knows?


Erving Goffman (1961) looked at total institution—people cut off from previous society and come under the control of someone else—mind control—a non-union workplace is actually a total institution—


Degradation ceremony—tries to be dissolving old socialization—

SOCIALIZATION THROUGH LIFE COURSE

Each age has certain expectations, which change historically—affects behavior and expectations, both of yourself and of others—


Childhood (birth to about age 12)—kids will be kids, unless they are working in a mill—see Henslin pp 178-79 for third-world children

Adolescence (13-17)—initiation rites


Young adulthood (18-29)—


Early middle ages (30-49)


Later middle years (50-65)


Older years (65 and up)


As the global economy expands, all of these age assumptions are challenged, with great trauma involved—shows a cultural lag, as expectations fall behind reality—people internalize “success” and ”failure” in their lives

The great controversy is: are we prisoners of our socialization? The Conflict Perspective is defined by the struggles against socialization, as each person asserts some individuality, especially in the U.S. and the conflict is healthy—Functionalists disagree, believing that tradition and stability are more important
