SOCIOLOGY 101

SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT

Fall, 2009

For the Service Learning Project, you need to work at least 8 hours of “new” time on an approved project.


For the paper of 1,500 words, you need to take a sociological approach:

1. Summarize basically and briefly  what you did

2. The important element is that you are interacting with people/groups that are unfamiliar to you, so examine these people/groups, covering these points:

a. Describe their culture, and look at its elements and some of the cultural universals

b. Evaluate how the people interact with each other and with you, as an outsider

c. Judge what kind of social structure you observed
d. Assess how the culture/structure is different from yours, 

3. Analyze their social location: why are you where you are and why are they where they are?  Biology, history, sociology, class, race, ethnic background?
4. Consider the C. Wright Mills discussion of “private troubles and public issues.”

5. A sociological field research project (as you can observe in the Readings book or in the Journal of Sociology) looks at many cultural universals and behavior. Do the same in your paper.

6. What is your response to your experience? What did it show you about your culture?

7. Beware of ethnocentrism.

Your paper must be mechanically perfect—spelling, punctuation and sentence structure.

