SOCIOLOGY 101
Fall, 2008

Service Learning Project

Presidential Campaign

This paper of 1,500 words requires that you spend at least eight (8) hours working on a political campaign and then:
1. Introduce the campaign and explain why you chose this one for your volunteer time

2. Summarize the basic strategies of the campaign, with particular attention to the “political demographics” of the geographic area

3. Evaluate the sociological issues in the campaign—class, race, gender, age, etc. Look at how your candidate raises some of these issues, 

4. Analyze how the opponents deal with the same issues

5. Look at the social structure of the campaign organization

6. Assess how the campaign targets certain demographic groups, and calculate the issues raised for each group
7. Judge the kind of communications strategy used by your campaign—TV, direct mail, personal appearances, etc. and justify the use of each method

8. Calculate the importance of “external events” as they affect your campaign and campaign strategies

9. Describe your personal reaction(s) to campaign events

