CCBC Dundalk





Social Sciences

SOCL 101  INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY

Basic Course Information

A. Term: Fall, 2009
B. Instructor: Bill Barry

C. Office: Room E-104-L (Dundalk campus)
D. (410) 285-9563  and bbarry@ccbcmd.edu
E. Faculty web page: http://student.ccbcmd.edu/~wbarry/

F. Prerequisites: RDNG 052/LVR2 and ENGL 052/LVE2

Course Goals

A. Sociology is the “science” which studies how societies are constructed and how they change, and how societies come into conflict. Sociology also studies how individuals relate to a society as a whole, and what influences individuals and societies have upon each other. This course examines social issues in the United States, such as diversity, social inequality, poverty and crime, the educational system, gender roles, and the workplace. Sociology analyzes and compares these problems to social problems in other contemporary societies and historical periods.

B. The major topics include
· Defining the sociological perspective and its development in explaining human behavior
· Explaining and comparing the major theoretical orientations in sociology and applying them, in order to assess, understand and determine ways to improve social patterns, through independent and/or collaborative problem-solving assignments and class debates
· Appreciating the vocabulary of sociology
· Describing the methods (quantitative and qualitative) and the technology used in sociological research, and its application, and be able to apply the steps in the scientific research process through either the design and/or implementation of a sociological study
· Analyzing the nature and significance of social structures and social institutions
· Explaining the nature and significance of culture, subcultures, social norms, ethnocentrism and cultural relativism through collaborative learning experiences
· Describing the process of socialization and the influence of agents of socialization on the development of an individual’s personality
· Explaining and compare the sociological perspectives on deviance and crime

· Assessing the nature and significance of social stratification, focusing on such variables as social class, race, age, and gender 

· Evaluating the importance of the workplace as a central sociological experience, its influence on personalities and its importance in the culture of this class.

Course Evaluations and Guidelines:

There will be three writing assignments—10% each (total of 30%). These writing assignments may be first submitted in draft to the Student Success Center, and the draft can be attached to the final assignment.

There will be three class quizzes—10% each (total of 30%).


There will be a final term project—30%, due no later than November 30, 2009
1. A term paper of 2,000 words on a prominent sociologist, according to the Term Paper Guidelines posted on the instructor’s site. You must submit a rough draft no later than, November 16, 2009 so the instructor can advise you; failure to submit this rough draft will be calculated as part of your final project grade.

2. A service learning project, so you will work with a designated agency for at least 8 hours and then write a “reflection” of 1,500 words describing your experience, using the Service Learning guidelines posted on the instructor’s site. You must submit a rough draft no later than November 16, 2009, so the instructor can advise you; failure to submit this rough draft will be calculated as part of your final project grade.

Class participation, including debates, surveys and current events, is very important—10%. Participation includes both answering and asking questions. Pop quizzes may be given at any time, and will be included in this classroom participation grade.


Extra credit possibilities are posted on the web site. Students can submit up to five assignments, no more than one per month.

Beginning the week of September 21, 2009, each student must bring to class every week a current event that relates to1the sociological topics covered in class. Students must be prepared to describe to the class how the current event relates to important sociological issues.


Students are expected to attend, and to participate in every class. Each student is only allowed up to two absences/tardies for the semester. For each occurrence above this level, no matter the reason, points will be deducted from the final grade. It is responsible to let the instructor in advance if you are going to miss a class. Students who miss a class must make up any assigned work. If a student is having difficulty, please get an appointment with the instructor to help you out.


INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY: it is CCBC policy that if the campus opens late due to weather conditions, classes will begin at the announced opening time, so students should report to class accordingly

All students in this class are considered to be gifted, so the assignments in the syllabus should be considered the minimum—extra work can be developed through the reading lists or the internet suggestions in the text book. 

Homework assignments precede class discussions so that students should have a basic understanding of the topic before it is covered in class.
1. August 31 —Class Introduction 
Class introduction: We are Sociology

Expectations and excuses

Fill out the Personal Introduction sheet

What did you learn from the Introduction Sheet?

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Learning styles and diversity

The importance of “new information” and where you can find it

           The history of sociology and its relation to other “-ologies”

            Everything comes from something 


The history of sociological thinking


Why “Great” sociologists are great—and which one interests you?


The four perspectives


The individual and the social


The sociological imagination: C. Wright Mills
Homework: Kendall, Chapter 1 and 2

        Fast Food Nation, Chapters 1-2
                    Browse Great sociologists in “Term Paper Topics” on faculty web page
                    Browse http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/stsoc.html#race
                  “The most intriguing sociologist” assignment
2. September 14—Sociological Theory and Research

Discussion on most intriguing sociologists

The research process: how do we measure what we know?

Theoretical and applied sociology


Research methods: questions, answers and variables


Examples of sociological research


Prepare research surveys in class

Introduction to “culture”



Homework: Kendall, Chapter 3



        Fast Food Nation, chapters 3-4
3. September 21—Culture & Cultural Conflicts
 
Evaluating the surveys


Components of culture


George Peter Murdock and “Cultural universals”


Multiculturalism: “Bunk” or beautiful?


The impact of new technology


Ramadan, Rosh Hashanah and Lent


Ethnocentrism: George Washington and Osama bin Laden


Homework: Prepare current event




Kendall, Chapter 4



 Fast Food Nation, chapters 5-6
        


 Writing Assignment # 1: Cultural Conflicts in Crash (due no  later than October 6)

4. Week of September 28—Socialization: Nature or Nurture?

Class Quiz # 1

Current events report


Theories of human development


How do you get to be who you are?


Class debate: gay marriage and family values



       Homework: Kendall, Chapter 5 and 6



       Fast Food Nation, chapters 7-8



       Class discussion: Television shows that “created” me
5.  October 5—Social Structures and Social Control

A brief history of the development of societies


Social groups: help or herd?


How do we know what “the rules” are?

            Who makes the rules? 

            Who changes the rules?



Homework: Kendall, Chapters 8 and 9



         Fast Food Nation, chapter 9-10
6.  October 19— Social Classes and Global Stratification


The Global Economy


The social structure of the U.S.: myths and reality about mobility

http://www.zipskinny.com

Class questionnaire on social classes


How “class” affects this class: diagram your circles of social capital


Class video: The Hidden Face of Global Slavery

Selection of term project topics: how to write the term paper—or else!




Homework: Kendall, Chapter 13





        Fast Food Nation, Epilogue and Afterward

                                                        Writing Assignment # 2: The social class of My Neighborhood (due October 26)
7.  October 26— Social Classes: The Workplace


Socialization in the workplace: the culture of obedience


Dealing with enforced diversity


The “work ethic”: is it healthy?


Guest speaker: Todd Cherkis, United Workers Association

Class video: Wal-Mart



Homework: Kendall, Chapter 20



        “The Letter from the Birmingham Jail”

         Writing Assignment # 3 My Life in Fast Food Nation (due November 9)
8. November 2— Social Change: the Overthrow of Authority


Class Quiz # 2


Is disobedience “man’s original virtue” or “man’s eternal curse?”


Hegemony—how sociologists look at power


Doors # 1, #2 and # 3: social mobility and social change


How societies change: evolution and revolution

Class video: North Country


Homework:  Kendall, Chapter 11


9. November 9--Gender


Biology or sociology?


The nature of socialization: gender roles

The women’s movement


Guest speaker: Lori  Montgomery, of The House of Ruth

Class debate: What is “a real woman” or a “real man”?


Women in the workplace



Homework: Kendall, Chapter 10



        Get term paper drafts ready!!!!!
10. November 16-- Race and Ethnicity


Turn in term paper drafts


Race and ethnicity: a class survey


History and stereotypes


Different color, different people?


The immigration debate


Class video: Struggles in Steel
Homework: Kendall, Chapter 18   


11.  November 23—Health and Health Care 

Health and health care

Class debate: how should the US health care system be changed (if at all)?


Physical and mental health: nature or nurture?


Class video: Sicko


Homework: Kendall, Chapter 7
12. November 30—Crime: Prevention and Punishment


Term Papers due—no excuses accepted!


Who is a criminal? Why? 


Criminal stereotypes: George Washington, Martha Stewart, Tiffany Simmons and Plaxico Burress
           Class debate:  the Trial of Kathleen Wortman Jones

13. December 7—Class Completion

Quiz # 3


Summary of the class: if we had to do it over again. . .

Required Reading: Diana Kendall. Sociology: An Introduction 

                               Eric Schlosser. Fast Food Nation
The Community College of Baltimore County is committed to providing a high-quality learning experience that results in growth in knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to function successfully as a transfer student, in a career and as a citizen. To accomplish this goal, we maintain high academic standards and expect students to accept responsibility for their individual growth by attending classes, completing all homework and other assignments, participating in class activities and preparing for tests. 

We take seriously our responsibility to maintain high-quality programs and will periodically ask you to participate in assessment activities to determine whether our students are attaining the knowledge, attitudes and skills appropriate to various courses and programs. The assessment activities may take many different forms such as surveys, standardized or faculty-developed tests, discussion groups or portfolio evaluations. We ask that you take these activities seriously so that we can obtain valid data to use for the continuous improvement of CCBC’s courses and programs.

CCBC Code of Academic Integrity

For the College to make its maximum contribution as an institution of higher learning, the entire college community must uphold high standards of integrity, honesty, and ethical behavior. In seeking the truth, in learning to think critically, and in preparing for a life of constructive service, honesty is imperative. Each student has a responsibility to submit work that is uniquely his or her own, or to provide clear and complete acknowledgement of the use of work attributable to others.

To these ends, the following actions are expected of students:

• Complete all work without unauthorized assistance.

• Follow the professor’s instructions when completing all class assignments.

• Ask for clarification when instructions are not clear.

• Provide proper credit when quoting or paraphrasing.

• Submit only one’s own work.

Students who do not accept responsibility for the integrity of their own work will experience sanctions, including a written reprimand, failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and/or dismissal from the program. For repeat and extreme offenses, the College reserves the right to suspend or expel students. Suspension and expulsion are actions taken only by the chief student development officer on campus, or a designee.

If a student wishes to appeal a charge of having violated the code of academic integrity, the appeal must be filed within ten days of receiving notice of the offense. The appeal will be handled according to the procedures established for other academic appeals.

Approved by L/AAC on 2/20/02
 SOCIOLOGY 101—Introduction to Sociology         

August, 2008—Sociological Introduction

(Use a separate sheet of paper)
Name________________________  

E-mail address_______________________________(print clearly)

PERSONAL  INFORMATION

Who are you?

Where did you come from?

How did you get to be who you are?

What person outside your family had a major influence on you?

Name one “hero” or “heroine”

Do you have a job?

What was the last book you read for pleasure?


Why are you wearing the clothes you are wearing today?

MOTIVATION


Why are you taking this particular course?


What do you expect to get out of the course?


What do you expect to contribute to this course?

DEFINITION


What does the word “diversity” mean to you?


How does “diversity” affect your life?


Have you ever been either “a majority” or “a minority”? How did it feel?


Define the word “normal”

OUTSIDE INFORMATION


Where do you get new information?


What is your most trusted source of new information?


What is your least trusted source of new information?

LEARNING STYLES


What other class did you enjoy—and why?


What can the instructor do to help you learn better?


What do you have to do to be successful in this class?









PAGE  
1

