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Basic Course Information

A: Term: Fall, 2010
B. Instructor: Bill Barry

C. Office: E-104 (Dundalk campus)
D. (443) 840-3563 or bbarry@ccbcmd.edu
E. Faculty web page: http://student.ccbcmd.edu/~wbarry/
E. Prerequisites: RDNG 052/LVR2 and ENGL 052/LVE2
Course Goals

A. This course will discuss the history and practices of the political system in the United States, with an emphasis on the political activities of working people and unions. Students will learn how to prepare legislation and to lobby for its passage, as well as the skill and importance of building political coalitions. There may be field trips to provide real-life political experiences at the local, state and federal levels.

B. The major topics include:

· The development of the political system in the United State

· The World Trade Organization and its impact on political issues in the United States
· The history of labor’s political issues and campaigns
· Political activities in Colonial America and during the American War of Independence

· Labor parties of the early 1800s and the Jackson campaign

· The rise of the two-party system and the challenge of third parties

· The alliance of the labor movement and the Democratic Party, with a discussion of Labor Non-Partisan League

· The current challenge of third parties

· How legislation is introduced and passed

· The political structure at federal, state and local levels

· How legislation is created and passed

· Effective lobbying

· How to create a political position paper

· How to make effective written communication

· How to make effective in-person communication

· Current Political Campaigns and Issues

· Building an effective grassroots political movement

· The benefits and problems of creating a coalition

Evaluation

Grades will be given as:


Two writing assignments—20% (total of 40%)


Mid Term exam—30%


Final class project—30%--The final class project will involve volunteering (or getting paid if you are slick enough!) to work on a current political campaign. Students can work for any candidate or for any issue-based campaign, and need to spend six hours, and then write up their experiences, emphasizing (but not limited to)
· What was the purpose of the campaign?

· How was the campaign organized?

· What strategic decisions did the campaign make and did you agree with them?

· Was the campaign “successful”?

· How did the campaign make life better for working people?

· What are the long-term prospects, if any, for the campaign?

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY: if CCBC is closed, there will be no class. Listen to the radio or call the instructor’s office where an announcement will be posted.

Homework assignments precede class discussions so that students should have a basic understanding of the topic before it is covered in class.

Class Syllabus 

The class will focus during the semester on following two important current events:

1. The national midterm elections
2. the Maryland  elections for governor and Assembly 
Students are required to bring to class every week a current event on either of these topics for discussion. Two political sites are listed as required reading.
It may also possible to arrange a field trip to Washington, DC, in place of a scheduled class.

1. September 9 --Introduction to Lobbying and Political Action


Negotiating the State—why is political action important?
The Organizing Model of Political Action

Varieties of political action

How the political system works--or doesn’t

Developing current events: the Florida election
Discussion of Term Project: Planning A Political Campaign

Homework: Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States, chapters 1-2

         Charles Beard: “Framing the Constitution”

                     Prepare class report on article of the U.S. Constitution

2. September 16 --The Political Process
Report on the Maryland primary elections: who won and do we know why?
The United States political system

Class reports on the Constitution

The Founding Fathers: what motivated them and do they still matter?

The 14th Amendment—why is it controversial today? 

Homework: Zinn, chapters 3-4
                  “In the 1820’s, First Unions Create First Workers’ Parties”
         
        Current event on the 14th amendment

        Reich. “How to end the Great Recession”
3. September 23--The History of Workers Political Action
Too much government interference or not enough government intervention?

Single issues

Independent political action—Labor’s Non-Partisan League
Coalitions-- suffragettes and civil rights 
Relation to Democratic Party (1828-2010)

Third party campaigns

Bargaining politically

The boiling frog: Social inequality as the hidden issue

Homework: Zinn, chapters 5-6


        Survey of coworkers on political issues
4. September 30—Running A Campaign: Bottom Up or Top Down


A model campaign

Report on the surveys

Progress report:  the term project


Class debate: What kind of campaign really works?


Can you run a political campaign without being a millionaire?

Class video: Bush’s Brain




Homework: Zinn: chapter 7-8                                 http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Mississippi_Freedom_Democratic_Party 
http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/Mississippi_Freedom_Democratic_Party/ 
http://www.fannielouhamer.info/guyot.html 

5. October 7— Creating a New Political Movement


 Guest speaker: Lawrence Guyot, Chairman of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

 Class video: The Freedom Democratic Party



Homework: Zinn, chapters 9-10




        The Big Tilt” (on web site)



                     http://storiesinamerica.blogspot.com/2005/08/whats-matter-with-kansas.html  

Writing assignment on Zinn (due on October 21)  

6. October 14--What Makes An Effective Campaign?


Issues and organization
The Tea Party

The internet as an election force


The pickpocket strategy: get workers to vote against their interests?

Class video: The War Room


Homework: Zinn, chapters 11-12



         “Are Coalitions Worth It?”

7. October 21—Finding the “Wedge Issues”

Workers rights or gay marriage?

Social inequality as a political issue—or not?


The pickpocket practice in politics


Can coalitions work?

Class survey on race as a political issue

Class video: Settin’ The Woods on Fire




      
Homework: Zinn, chapters 13-14
8. October 28—The History of Maryland Union Political Activity
Guest speaker: George DuBois, author of Cross-Class Alliances and The Birth Of Modern Liberalism; Maryland Workers, 1865-1916
Homework: Zinn, 15-16



Mid Term exam (due November 11)
9. November 4— The 2010 Election


What happened and why?


What campaigns were effective?


What’s ahead for working people?

Homework:  Zinn, 17-18

The World Trade Organization; 

            http://www.wto.org/    and 
http://www.citizen.org/trade/wto/
10. November 11--The World Trade Organization


What is global government?


How does it affect little ol’ Dundalk?


Burning the Koran?


Class debate: should the US government participate in the WTO?


Homework:  Zinn, 19-20

Create a lobbying plan of action


11. November 18— How to Lobby Effectively
Understanding the structure

Creating support without money

Creating a coalition

Discussion of plans of action: strengths and weaknesses



Homework: Writing assignment # 2 (due on December 2)


Homework, Zinn, 21-23
November 25—No Class
12. December 2-- Citizen Soldiers: When Workers Run For Office


Guest speakers: 


Who’s the next good candidate?—how about you?


Discussion of term projects

13. December 9- Report on Term Projects

14.December 16--Report on Term Projects
Required Reading.

Howard Zinn. A Peoples History of the United States.

The United States Constitution
The New York Times site http://politics.nytimes.com/ 

The Washington Post site http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/sectionfronts/politics/index.html 

Optional Reading (all on reserve at the CCBC Dundalk library): 

Clayton Sinyai. Schools of Democracy: A Political History of the American Labor Movement     

Thomas Frank. What’s the Matter with Kansas   

Kevin Boyle (ed). Organized Labor and American Politics, 1894-1994 

Mark Green. Selling Out: How Big Corporate Money Buys Elections

Cheri Regester. Packinghouse Daughter: A Memoir

Anonymous. Primary Colors


David Brock. The Republican Noise Machine
Buzz Bissinger. A Prayer For The City (especially pp. 29-43; 101-119; and 135-154--sections which deal with “the war on the unions” in Philadelphia by Mayor [now Governor] Ed Rendell
Jeremy Brecher and Tim Costello, ed. Building Bridges: The Emerging Grassroots Coalition of Labor and Community.

Videos (most on reserve with instructor)

  Bullworth (1998)                The Last Hurrah (1958)         All  the King’s  Men (1949)


 Advise and Consent (1962)  The Best Man (1964)  Bob Roberts (1992)     Wag the Dog (1997)  Primary Colors (1998)    The Contender (2000)        In The Loop (2009)
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