LBST 110—Lobbying and Political Action
TWO MODELS OF POLITICAL ACTION

Just as the operation of your local union reflects either The Organizing Model of Unionism or The Servicing Model, the crucial area of political action also follows each of these models.

ORGANIZING MODEL



SERVICING MODEL

Political activities used to increase               
Political activities restricted to a few officers 

membership involvement                                who attend various expensive functions

Political decisions made by an open               Political decisions made by a small group

vote of members  

“Political action” means all sorts of

Political action limited to regular campaigns

activities—petitions, referenda, etc.               and endorsements

PROACTIVE—starts early political             REACTIVE—political action comes late in a

action, so union can set issues                       campaign, after issues are set

Really works to build activities

Accepts low voter registration and turnouts

Holds elected official accountable for            Timid of offending incumbents and easily 
campaign promises                                          “forgives” disappointing officials
“Political work” used to build the union
“Political work” considered ‘separate”
Looks for members to run for office

Won’t consider running labor candidates

Focuses members on common class issues
Allows “social” issues to divide membership

Emphasizes Labor-to-Neighbor campaigns
Makes no effort to communicate with people

                                                                         outside the union
Workers set the issues for politicians
            Politicians set the issues and expect union to

                                                                         obediently support them

Looks at all political parties


Totally tied to Democratic Party

Understands the powers of the labor                Afraid of being “Big Labor” and does not

movement and makes union issues urgent       establish union issues in campaigns

Members involved in all strategies

Members only expected to follow orders
