LBST 140—LABOR IN THE MOVIES

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

Early silent movies featured important worker episodes. Describe them.

Workers are always struggling to improve their lives. Sometimes they do it individually, and sometimes they do it collectively. How does this statement apply to El Norte and Bread and Roses?

Families are important to workers. In the movies we have seen, how are family tensions created and resolved as workers make changes in their lives?

How have unions been portrayed in the movies we have seen?

Salt of the Earth and On The Waterfront share a tangled history. Describe it.

In On The Waterfront, who are “the good guys” and what makes them “good?” Who are the “bad” guys and what makes them “bad?”

A “snitch” has been a feature of worker movies. How have snitches been shown the movies we have seen?

“Everything in life is organizing—creating a group and moving it in a particular direction. Sometimes it starts from the outside and sometimes it starts from the inside.” Describe the process in the movies we have seen.

“I don’t see what some of these movies have to do with a union. Why are they part of the class?”

What have you learned from the movies that helps you in your day-to-day union work?

If you had to pick one movie to show to your local, which movie would you pick and why?

Create two movies scenes from your own life.

“Women can never be leaders” Do the movies we have seen support this statement?

Workers always have to deal with law enforcement officials. How are these officials shown in movies?

Fictional movies are often based on real-life events and people. Describe how the movies reflect, or distort, real life.

How are fulltime organizers portrayed in the movies?

Every campaign has to deal with racial and ethnic tensions. How have these issues been shown in the movies?

“Organizing is raising workers’ expectations.”  How has this process been portrayed in the movies?

“Blue Collar is a rotten anti-union movie and should not be shown.” Do you agree?

In Blue Collar, Zeke Brown (Richard Pryor) made a hard life decision. Did he do the right thing? Would you do the same thing?

