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Bill Barry—Program Director

(443) 840-3563
bbarry@ccbcmd.edu
Always ask questions—it might lead you to somethin’


--Yogi Berra 

CCBC Dundalk
LBST 140   Labor in the Movies

Basic Course Information

A. Term: Spring, 2011
B. Instructor: Bill Barry

C. Office E-104-L

D. (443) 840-3563  or bbarry@ccbcmd.edu
E. Faculty web page: http://student.ccbcmd.edu/~wbarry/
F. Prerequisites RDNG 052/LVR 2; ENGL 052/LVE 2
Bad Weather—if CCBC is closed due to weather, the class will be cancelled
Course Goals
A. This course explores the depiction of workers in popular dramatic movies. Students develop the skill of “active watching” and analyze movies in which unionism is a central theme, as well as movies in which individual workers try to change their lives. The class discusses the risks and rewards of organizing as viewed through the lens of commercial movies. Movies which emphasize issues of race, gender and ethnicity receive special attention.

Overall Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:
1. Assesses the way in which workers are portrayed in movies;
2. Evaluate the various ways—both positive and negative—that unions and unionism are depicted in popular movies;
3. Describes the importance of working women as leaders and participants in unions;
4. Analyze the effects of ethnicity among workers as a theme in movies;
5. Distinguish the portrayal of workers and unions in American movies in contrast to foreign movies;
6. Explain the process of organization, both as a formal organization, like a union, and an informal organization, like a work or neighborhood group;
7. Evaluate the history of workers in silent movies:
8. Assess the depiction of immigrant workers in popular movies;
9. Judge the process of making a movie out of a popular novel;
10. Evaluate the portrayal in movies of individual workers who try to change their lives;
11. Describe the importance of the “red scare” and “the blacklist” in Hollywood in the 1946-1960 period, as reflected in movies and
12. Explain the difference between “popular” movies and “labor” movies.

Major Topics

The portrayal of workers and unions in silent movies

The rise of the “socially conscious” movies in the 1930s

Workers lives outside of unionism

Positive portrayals of unionism

Anti-union stereotypes

The “red scare” and “blacklisting” in Hollywood

A. Comparison of Salt of the Earth and On The Waterfront
                        B. The change in the Hollywood approach to workers after 1952
      
      C. Evaluation of the current discussions about the “blacklist”

                  Comparison between a movie depicting labor with the book upon which it was 

based

The depiction of women workers, from Doris Day to Josie Ames

        The depiction of racial issues in the workplace


         The depiction of immigrant workers

                     The depiction of individual workers who made a difference

Course requirements

Grading/exams: Grading procedures will be developed by the individual faculty member but will include the following:


Watching 14 movies, with written assignments on individual movies (30%)

A written mid-term exam (30%)

A book report (25%)




Participation in weekly class discussions (15%)

Students are expected to attend every class and should notify the instructor in advance if the student will not be in class. The student is responsible then for actively watching the movie and for turning in all assigned work.

Movies for open dates will be selected by a vote of the class

Race in the Workplace—Celebrating Black History Month

1. February 7—10,000 Black Men Named George



Homework. The Sleeping Car Porters http://www.lexisnexis.com/academic/guides/african_american/bscp/bscp3.asp
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/exhibition/exhibition_9_6.html
“No Place for Labor on PBS”



2. February 14—The Killing Floor



Homework: Making It or Changing It: A history of Labor in the Movies
3. February 21—Blue Collar



Homework: Norma Rae as cultural heroine (handouts)
Women in the Workplace—Anticipating Women’s History Month 
4. February 28—Norma Rae

       

Homework: Class Action and North Country (on web site)
5. March 7—North Country
Homework. Who was the real Erin Brockovich?



        
         Ed Masry (on web site)
6. March 14—Erin Brockovich


Homework.     

Thomas Shull. “Silent Agitators”



Immigrant Workers Freedom Bus Ride (2003)

Immigrant Workers
7. March 21—El Norte



Homework. Justice for Janitors



Mid-Term Exam (due March 28)

8. March 28—Bread and Roses


Homework. Salt of the Earth Time Line




        Salt of the Earth documents (web site)
The Hollywood Blacklist

9. April 4--Salt of the Earth



Homework: On The Waterfront documents (web site)



        Mid-Term Exam due

10. April 11 —On The Waterfront



Homework: create two labor in the movies scenes from your life
April 18—no class—SPRING VACATION

For the remainder of classes, students will vote on the movies they wish to see. Homework will be assigned to accompany the movies.

11. April 25—


Book Reports due

12. May 1—
13. May 8—

Required reading: Class handouts and web site assignments



Book for book report



Reading List (in reverse alphabetical order): 

Tom Zaniello. Working Stiffs, Union Maids, Reds, and Riffraff: An Organized Guide to   Films About Labor
Michael Wilson. Salt of the Earth (screenplay, with commentary by Deborah Silverton Rosenfelt)

Michael S. Shull.  Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929
John Sayles. Thinking in Pictures: The Making of the Movie Matewan

Steven Ross. Working Class Hollywood

Patrick McGilligan and Paul Buhle. Tender Comrades: A Backstory of the Hollywood Blacklist

James Lorence.  The Suppression of Salt of The Earth

Henry P. Leiferman. Crystal Lee: A Woman of Inheritance (the real Norma Rae!)

Homer Hickham. October Sky

Laurie Graham. On The Line at Subaru-Isuzu

Joe Eszterhas. F.I.S.T.

Phillip Dunne. Take Two: A Life in Movies and Politics

Edward Dmytryk. Odd Man Out: A Memoir of the Hollywood Ten

John Bodnar. Blue Collar Hollywood

Walter Bernstein. Inside Out

Articles

Francis P. Walsh. “The Films We Never Saw: American Movies View Organized Labor, 1934-1954. (Labor History, vol. 27. 1986)

Michael  S. Shull. “Silent Agitators: Militant Labor in the Movies, 1909-1919.” Labor’s Heritage. (Winter, 1998)

Daniel Leab.  “How Red Was My Valley: Hollywood, the Cold War Film, and I Married A Communist.”  (Journal of Contemporary History, 1983)

All  readings are on reserve at the CCBC Dundalk Library
There are also now some excellent web sites about working people in the movies

Visualizing Ideology: Labor and Capital in the Era of the Silent Film

http://www.usc.edu/dept/LAS/history/hist225g/
(this site includes some exciting “self-test” questions about images and the reaction they produce)
Bibliography on class in film and class in media studieshttp://www.ejumpcut.org/currentissue/classbiblio/index.html
 Some Working-Class Films

http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/lsmithdog/bottomdog/CHRONFIL.htm
On-Line Data Base of Labor Movies
 https://laborfilms.dabbledb.com/page/laborfilms/ePjMknLk# 
Other Course Information is on-line on the CCBC site
-LBST 140—Labor in the Movies

American Dream*



Act of Vengeance



Angela’s Ashes*




The Apartment



Bang the Drum Slowly*

Billy Elliott *




Black Fury*





Black Legion*




Blue Collar*

Boiler Room*




Bound For Glory*




Boxcar Bertha*




Brassed Off*




Bread and Roses*



Breaking Away*



Business As Usual*



A Civil Action*



Coal Miner’s Daughter*


The Commitments*


The Cradle Will Rock*


Daens*




The Devil and Miss Jones*

Edge of the City*

Educating Rita



El Norte*





Erin Brockovich*




Driving Miss Daisy


Falling Down

Fellow Traveler*



FIST*




The Full Monty*


Glengary Glen Ross


Grapes of Wrath*


Gung Ho


Harlan County, USA*



Harlan County War*

Hoffa

How Green Was My Valley*

Ironwood

John Q

Killer of Sheep*
The Killing Floor*

The Loneliness of the Long   Distance Runner*

The Long Walk Home*
Maid in Manhattan

Matewan*

Modern Times*

The Mollie Maguires*

Mondays in the Sun* (Spanish)

Moonlighting

9 to 5

Norma Rae (with backstory)*

Nothing But A Man

Office Space*
On The Waterfront*

The Organizer*

Our Daily Bread*

The Pajama Game*

Pay Day*

Il Postino (The Postman)*

The Replacements*
Rising Son*

Rocky

Salt of the Earth*

Saturday Night and Sunday Morning*

Saturday Night Fever*

Swing Shift Maisie*

Swing Shift*

Take This Job and Shove It*

10,000 Black Men Named George*

Thelma and Louise

Tin Men

Working Girl*

Silkwood*

Two Family House*

Proud Valley*

Raisin in the Sun*

Rosetta*

*indicates a movie I have
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