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	An unfortunate step into maudlin, obnoxious territory for political director Ken Loach, Bread and Roses mars any succinct point it is trying to make about the very real ignorance of the rights of cheap labor workers with a smug, audience-insulting veneer that proves embarrassing for the usually pointed and interesting filmmaker. The film desperately lacks the raw tension of Loach's other superior work, but what really sticks in the craw is the immature handling of such weighty material. Instead of evaluating the conflict from a measured, intelligent standpoint, the film immerses its viewers in side-taking and cheap shots at the rich in an attempt to get them on the side of its main characters, who end up coming off as irritating and undeserving of sympathy. Adrien Brody shows confidence in an utterly thankless role, but the rest of the cast flounders; unlike the supporting players in Loach's previous features, they have little knack for creating rich drama out of small situations. Not surprisingly, the film took some time to find a distributor after a lackluster reception at the Cannes Film Festival in 2000.
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Police stifle Canary Wharf protest 

Matthew Tempest, political correspondent, at the European Social Forum in London
Friday October 15, 2004
Guardian Unlimited
A potential flashpoint at the European Social Forum passed without incident tonight after a small group of demonstrators congregated on Canary Wharf to protest against the cancellation of a demonstration highlighting poor pay for cleaners in the City's financial district. 

Faced with a heavy police presence and warning signs around the Canary Wharf complex that anyone attending for a demonstration should leave the estate immediately, a group of 150 activists listened to speeches in lieu of a march. 

The original demonstration - inspired by the Ken Loach film Bread and Roses, about a janitors' strike in Los Angeles - had seen its original backers, the T&G union, pull out after a legal injunction earlier this week. 

Instead, the crowd, watched and filmed by police, heard Mr Loach himself denounce the ban on a march as "despicable". 

He said: "It is despicable when we cannot march on the land on which we stand, and it is sad that the T&GWU pulled out on its own workers at the first legal challenge." 

Despite a low police presence at the anti-globalisation conference's main venue, Alexandra palace, there had been fears that if there were to be any clashes with police, it would come at this demonstration. However, the union had leafleted delegates at the ESF not to attend. 

After hearing three speeches, the assembled demonstrators moved off peacefully to the accompaniment of a samba band. 

According to legal observers from civil rights group Liberty there were no reports of any arrests nor any trouble. 

That did not stop a large police operation, including a boat on the renovated quayside and several vanloads of officers observing events. 

Paul Laverty, the scriptwriter for Mr Loach's films, gazed around the futuristic Canary Wharf landscape and said: "Why are we being watched and filmed by so many police and security? This soulless citycorp architecture reminds me of Los Angeles, where we filmed Bread and Roses." 

Mr Loach said that bankers working in Canary Wharf could earn £8,000 an hour - the same as the annual salary of one of their cleaners. 

Placards around the area, which includes many transnational banking corporations, warned that "if you are here for this event [the demonstration] you must leave Canary Wharf immediately. 

"You are not permitted to march, demonstrate, loiter or remain on any of the common areas of Canary Wharf in connection with this event." 

Earlier, Guy Taylor, a spokesman for Globalise Resistance, who organised the march, said: "This is defending freedom of speech and the right to march. The T&G crumpled at the first sign of legal action." 

The split revealed tensions between the more radical wing of the 20,000 global justice protesters gathered in London for the 2004 ESF, and the involvement of Britain's more mainstream trade unions. 

The morning's opening seminars, workshops and plenary sessions at Alexandra Palace saw upwards of 20,000 activists troop through heavy rain, and London's congested public transport system for a 9.00am start. 

Early fears of waterlogging and flooding in various of the venue's marquees proved unfounded, although heavy downpours all morning long subdued delegates' spirits. 

Despite teething problems in the organisation and registration of events yesterday, conference facilities at Alexandra Palace proved adequate, although a lack of signage left many delegates bewildered by the sheer size of the complex. 

Inside, dozens of stalls sold goods ranging from Palestinian olive oil to sloganeering tee shirts advertising everything from cannabis and Che Guevera to "No Sweat" fair trade plimsolls. Unlike last year 's event in Paris, when the catering was provided by Jose Bove, guru of the organic slow-food movement, refreshments in Alexandra Palace's canteens provided more ordinary British fare such as vacuum packed sandwiches and crisps. 

As 18 simultaneous three-hour seminars began in the cavernous and historic building, early fears that the Socialist Worker party (SWP) contingent, which dominates the British but not the continental left, would dominate proceedings found some resonance. 

At a seminar entitled: "Oil addiction - energy politics, corporate power and global climate change", attended by upwards of 600 delegates, four of the first five speakers from the floor identified themselves as being from the SWP - creating tension with the German anti-capitalist group Attac. 

A speaker from Attac told the audience: "Environmentalists need to acknowledge that people need to change their lifestyles." 

But a speaker from the SWP countered: "It's a bosses' problem. There is no point guilt-tripping the consumer. Working class families." 

"Lives are hard enough, they need a holiday," he said in a reference to the debate on short-haul aviation. 

Although the ESF is a non-hierarchical organisation, coordinators from different national forums spent Thursday in private meetings debating where and when next year's European Social Forum should be held. No news of any decision has yet emerged. 
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