The HOLLYWOOD BLACKLIST


Although I don't have much to add to the fine responses of Ellen Schrecker and others, there is, for those who teach these questions, a fine documentary, "Legacy of the Hollywood Blacklist," narrated by Burt Lancaster, which deals with the both the original Hollywood Ten and their families and also those called before HUAC in its second set of Hollywood hearings during the early Korean War and after the passage of the McCarran Act.  Then, the witnesses either took the Fifth Amendment or named names, or as Larry Parks did, in a compromise that deeply alienated blacklist victims, named names in closed session. The "drill" after the imprisonment of the Hollywood Ten was this.  You stand on the first amendment, you go to jail.  You stand at the very beginning on the fifth

Amendment, you don't go to jail, but you get blacklisted. Everybody pretty much understood this, as the McCarthyites were denouncing anyone who took the fifth as a "fifth amendment Communist" and some enemies of the CPUSA on the left were criticizing those who took the fifth amendment for not standing on the first amendment(and going to prison). 

I would also recommend Lester Cole's memoir Hollywood Red (Cole was a member of the Hollywood Ten who has valuable insights on how the left work in reality in the Hollywood studio system, along with his Blacklist experiences). 

Although it is rarely mentioned as a prelude to what happened, I think that it is important to remember that the Truman administration in 1946 began to prosecute HUAC contempt citations.  Leon Josephson, a CPUSA activist from New Jersey and the brother of Barney Josephson, the owner of Cafe Society, the integrated New York Night Club of the 1940s(eventually there were two clubs) was, as I remember, the first person to receive a prison sentence for talking back to HUAC. As a postscript to all of this, when Enron executives testified before a congressional committee a few years ago after their multi-billion dollar swindle was exposed, they were allowed to make self-serving opening statements  defending themselves and then invoke the fifth amendment.  No one dreamed of sending them to jail for contempt, although they still may end up in jail for their criminal acts.  If they do go to jail, I don't think that they will when they get out have to form a network of consultants using pseudonyms to provide advice to corporate executive at bargain basement prices about how to defraud their stock holders and ruin pension funds. In fact, thanks to Bush administration tax policy, they may come out of jail better off financially then when they went in.
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