LBST 140  LABOR IN THE MOVIES

Class Discussion—due February 7, 2007

A Great Authority stated that “all labor movies show workers trying to make their lives better.” 
In 10,000 Black Men Named George, how did these workers try to make their lives better? Look at each of them and the multiple ways they follow.
A. Philip Randolph

Lucille Randolph

Milton Webster

Leon Frey (the spy)

Selena Frey (his wife)

William Green (president of the AFL)
	Andre Braugher 
	- Asa Philip Randolph

	Charles S. Dutton 
	- Milton Webster

	Mario Van Peebles 
	 

	Brock Peters 
	- Leon Frey

	Carla Brothers 
	- Lucille Randolph

	Ken McGregor 
	- Barton Davis

	Ellen Holly 
	- Selena Frey

	Ernestine Jackson 
	- Mrs. Randolph

	Ardon Bess 
	- Daddy Moore

	Ordena Stephens 
	- Sandi Totten

	James McGowan 
	- Desmond

	Dvora Kedar 
	- James Randolph

	Christopher Bondy 
	- William Green


Society for the Prevention of Calling Sleeping Car Porters "George"

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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A Pullman sleeping car porter.

The Society for the Prevention of Calling Sleeping Car Porters "George" (SPCSCPG) was an association composed largely of railway sleeping car porters in the United States to promote the elimination of the degrading and racist practice of referring to all porters by the name "George" regardless of their actual name. The name refers to George Pullman, of the Pullman Company, which at one time manufactured and operated a large proportion of all the sleeping cars in North America. Porters were overwhelmingly African American, and the practice presumably derived from the old custom of naming slaves after their masters, in this case porters being regarded as servants of George Pullman. The society was initiated by white railway employees actually named George, who were either annoyed by the practice, or thought that founding the society would be an amusing joke.

At its peak, the society had 31,000 members, including King George V of the United Kingdom, American baseball player George Herman "Babe" Ruth, and French politician Georges Clemenceau.

· Tye, Larry. Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class. Henry Holt: 2004 ISBN 0-8050-7075-3. 

· Tye, Larry. "Choosing Servility To Staff America's Trains," AFP Reporter (volume 21, number 1). [1] 
