LBST 135—Labor History II
To be given in class May 11 and May 19, 2006
Term Project:  My Own Personal Labor History

This project will give you a chance to create your own history, or to focus on a certain part, using all of the skills and knowledge you have developed during the course. 

There is no “standard” format—you tell what you want, using whatever documentation you have. Students in the past have used contract books, leaflets, pictures, buttons—even old company baseball team uniforms. You may wish to focus on a particularly vivid moment in your life, or you may wish to give a longer view.
It is helpful to try to connect your individual history with some of the constant trends in worker history.  That means that you as an individual are always part of a larger group, or movement.                 

Sometimes the movement is doing new things (like organizing) and sometimes the movement is simply moving to new areas (like the suburbs or distant GM plants). How do these movements involve you? 

What about family structure? How has it changed, historically and personally?

What about the expectations your parents had for you—have they been fulfilled, were they realistic, did you challenge them? How about the expectations you have for your children?
How about issues of race or gender or ethnic background?

Did you have role models or mentors?

Was unionism important to you? If so, why and how have you participated?

This history will be presented to the class, without a time limit— you can turn in something written but history is something to be shared. Go back and look at some of the documents that caught your attention, or to the book you read for your report—are there parts you could imitate?
