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1900-1904—National Civic Federation (AFL officers, large capitalists/government reps)
1899-1900—UMW strike in Tioga County, PA, led by William B. Wilson and Mother Jones

1904--open shop drive


Chamber of Commerce founded

1905--IWW founded—revolutionary industrial unionism
11/24/1909--Uprising of the 20,000--the ILGWU--immigrant/women workers in New York City
July, 7–September 2, 1910--60,000 cloak workers (ILGWU) strike for nine weeks in New York City, returning to work under “The Protocols of Peace”
1912–IWW Lawrence strike—“Bread and Roses” strike
1913–IWW Paterson strike against silk manufacturers
          Secretary of Labor established as cabinet position—William B.Wilson, of the UMW, appointed first secretary

1914--Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America founded as “dual union” in United Garment Workers--Sidney Hillman became first president, serving until his death in 1945
April 20, 1914--Ludlow (CO) Massacre—miners’ wives and children killed by the Rockefeller “militia” at strike against Colorado Fuel & Iron Co.

Ivy Hill—the birth of the public relations industry

American Plan—Mackenzie King
1915—Ralph Chaplin writes Solidarity Forever
1916—The Adamson Act—“operating railroaders”—engineers, firemen, trainmen,   conductors—got 8-hour day

July 12, 1917—the Bisbee deportation in Arizona

1918--Chicago meatpacking strike

1918--Palmer raids—named for Attorney-General A. Mitchell Palmer—“the red scare”

J. Edgar Hoover

1919--Seattle General Strike

1919--steel strike--William Z. Foster--350,000 workers


US Steel--Judge Elbridge Gary--JP Morgan

1919 UMW strike--acting President John L. Lewis:
“We are Americans. We cannot fight our government.”—Lewis retained presidency of UMW until 1960
American Legion founded to promote “American ideals”–became like a private police/army, opposed to unionism and Bolshevism

1920--Boston police strike--a PATCO for Calvin Coolidge, the governor of Massachusetts

1920—Eugene Debs runs for president for Socialist Party from federal cell in Atlanta, but Warren G. Harding is elected

1920—the Ku Klux Klan is revived with anti-Jewish, anti-Catholic, anti-union and anti-foreigner, as well as racist, principles—in 1924, Harry S. Truman joined the Klan, and Robert C. Byrd, later senator from west Virginia,  was an organizer throughout the 20’s and 30’s
1922--the railroad shopmen’s strike--
the ultimate injunction, enforced by the National Guard throughout the midwest
1924--Coolidge elected President of the U.S, supported by John L.Lewis

1924—Samuel Gompers died after serving as president of the AFL since its founding in 1886--succeeded by William Green of the UMW who supported industrial unionism

August 25, 1925--Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters organized, with A. Philip Randolph as president and C.L. Dellums as vice-president
1928—Herbert Hoover elected president, on a platform of “efficiency and prosperity”--again supported by John L. Lewis

1931—Grocery workers strike at Kroger’s in Detroit, led by Jimmy Hoffa and Robert Holmes

1932—Franklin D. Roosevelt  elected president
June, 1933--the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)--includes Section 7(a)

                    AFL issues federal union documents but no charters for industrial unions

        Company unions--leads to Section 8(a)(2) of the NLRA

1933--successful strike at Briggs Motor in Detroit

May 9-August 15, 1934—ILA strike and San Francisco General Strike--Harry Bridges 

1934--southern textile strike

June, 1934--Toledo Auto-Lite strike

February 2—August 21, 1934—Teamsters strike and general strike in Minneapolis


rubber worker sit-downs in at Goodyear Tire in Akron, OH

July, 1934--AFL Convention in San Francisco--demand for industrial union charters

1933-1937--the LaFollette Committee--spies, scabs and munitions

Mohawk Valley Formula

April-May, 1935--Toledo Chevrolet strike


Bob Travis


A. J. Muste—get the unemployed to support the strike, not scab on the strike
May 27, 1935—Supreme Court declares part of the NIRA to be unconstitutional
July 5, 1935--The Wagner Act passes in Congress, giving workers “the right to organize”
July, 1935--AFL Convention in Atlantic City


“I was raised on small potatoes.”—the punch heard ‘round the world

Founding of the Committee of Industrial Organizations (11/9/35)


dual unionism charges
            Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters receives a charter from the AFL

June, 1936–Steel Workers Organizing Committee (SWOC) established by John L. Lewis with Philip Murray of the UMW as head
1936--United Auto Workers—founding as separate industrial union at a convention in South Bend, IN


Homer Martin—became first president of the UAW

Wyndham Mortimer—vice-president of UAW

Walter Reuther, brothers Roy and Victor (named for Debs)

1936--Labor’s Non-Partisan League established by the CIO and the American Labor Party, and is accused of “dual unionism” by the AFL officers
1936--AFSCME founded--in Wisconsin as public workers begin to organize
November, 1936--FDR re-elected, carrying all but two states--labor credited–Frank  Murphy elected governor of Michigan

12/30/36--2/11/37--Flint sit down gains recognition at GM [see separate Time Line]
February 27, 1937—Supreme Court declares that sit-down strikes are not “protected activity” in the Fansteel Metallurgical Corp. case

1937—ILWU separates from ILA, and affiliates with CIO
March, 1937--US Steel voluntarily signs a national agreement with SWOC

April 12, 1937—Supreme Court, in the famous “switch in time saves nine declares Wagner Act to be constitutional in Jones & Laughlin case, establishing both a legal framework for collective bargaining and an increasing dependence by the union movement on government support
May 30, 1937—“Little Steel” resistance to organizing, including Bethlehem Steel, Republic Steel, Youngstown Sheet and Tube, National Steel, Inland Steel and Jones & Laughlin, reaches a peak with the Memorial Day Massacre by Republic Steel in Chicago
1937—Sleeping Car Porters sign first contract with Pullman Corporation 

          CIO unions now represent:


600,000 mine workers (UMW)

400,000 auto workers (UAW)

375,000 steel workers (SWOC)

177,000 men’s clothing workers (ACWA)

250,000 women’s clothing workers (ILGWU)
Summer, 1937—8,027 workers at Lansing Fisher Body joined the UAW. One year later, 1,078 are still paying dues.


The Unity Caucus of the UAW is organized by Walter Reuther to control shopfloor militants.


UAW President Homer Martin agrees to give GM unilateral authority to discipline UAW members involved in sit-down strikes or slowdowns

May, 1938--Congress of Industrial Organizations formed as fully separate federation, with John L. Lewis as president—the ILGWU and Hat, Cap, Millinery workers return to AFL, with Sleeping Car Porters remaining in AFL
May, 1938—the Dies Committee, named for chairman Martin Dies, predecessor to The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) claimed that 280 CIO organizers were members of the Communist party

1938-40--the Roosevelt recession—major membership losses in both federations
1938—Fair Labor Standards Act passed

February 27, 1939—in the NLRB v Fansteel Metallurgical Corp case, the Supreme Court declares that sit-down strikes are “unconstitutional”


About 20% of workers in union shops are covered by “closed shop” agreements, and SWOC has to create monthly picket lines to try to collect union dues. On these days, plant absenteeism is often as high as 25%.

1939—Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck is published

            Industrial Valley by Ruth McKenney, about the sit-down strikes in Akron, is published. Akron evangelist Bill Denton urged the Chamber of Commerce to file suit in the federal court, saying the book was full of "profanity, slander and communistic tendencies." 

May, 1939—Walter Reuther named head of the UAW’s GM Department


June, 1939—secret treaty between Great Britain and Germany, allowing Germans to “annex” land to the east (USSR) if Germany would guarantee the integrity of the British Empire.


August, 1939—Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact signed between USSR and Germany, so the US Communist Party supports “isolationism” even though Germany immediately “liberates” Poland. 
1940—In the controversy over “better a third termer than a third rater,” John L. Lewis tries to get the CIO to endorse Wilkie and stakes his presidency of the CIO on the support for this position. When the CIO endorses FDR, Lewis resigns as CIO President in political dispute over 
1) Ego 
2) Endorsement of FDR  for a third term
3) Foreign policy—would FDR “take the country into a foreign war?”
succeeded by Philip Murray, whom Lewis eventually expels from the UMW, and who would head the CIO until his death in 1952
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