1968 Memphis Strike
Cast of Characters

For the union
T.O. Jones (  -1973)—a sanitation worker in Memphis, Jones spent virtually his whole life trying to organize a union, starting with a strike in 1966 which the union lost. In the fall of 1967, Jones and Joe Epps met with Mayor Loeb to demand recognition for AFSCME Local 1733.  Jones described the meeting with Loeb: “He told us there would be no union. You can have it, but you can never get no dues checkoff or recognition by the city. When I told him we would strike, he told me I would be the first one fired.”
Jerry Wurf (1919-1981) President of AFSCME international Union. Born in New York City to immigrant parents, Wurf was hired in 1947 as an organizer for District Council 37. He was elected president of AFSCME in 1964, and the union grew from 220,000 members to almost 700,000 by the time Wurf died. A supporter of the civil rights movement, he helped establish the first chapter of in New York City of CORE (Congress on Racial Equality) and provided financial support for early Freedom Rides.

William Lucy (1934--). Born in Memphis, Lucy moved to California and became a civil engineer in Contra Costa, CA, where he served as president of the AFSCME local there. Hired in 1966 on the AFSCME international staff, Lucy was elected in 1972 as the Secretary-Treasurer of the international union, a position he holds today.
Peter (or Panfilo ) Julius (P.J.) Ciampa   (1920-1981).  As AFSCME’s Field Director, Ciampa initially said: “I need a strike in Memphis like I need a hole in the head,” but he became the first staff person to come to town and to work with the strikers.  Ciampa was the son of a CIO (Congress of Industrial Organizations) supporter who had been beaten by company thugs during organizing campaigns. Struck with polio as a young man, Ciampa walked with a limp and sometimes had difficulties during the demonstrations.

For the city
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Henry J. Loeb (1920 -1992). Described in one obituary as “an avowed segregationist,” Loeb’s family owned small businesses in Memphis including a laundry which employed black workers. He was elected a City Commissioner in 1955, and headed the Public Works division from 1956-1960. Elected mayor of Memphis from 1960-64 and 1968-1972, Loeb was descendant of a Jewish family who converted to the Episcopalian faith of his wife, and was strongly supported by the white community of Memphis. Loeb represented, according to one historian, “the plantation mentality” that had controlled the city for centuries.
     In the photo, Loeb is shown greeting Memphis ministers—with a shotgun under his desk—on April 5, 1968. Photo from Memphis Commercial Appeal

