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It was overall the largest loss by the Democrats since 1928, and responded to the question of who could best manage the economy. 



The issues in this election were:
1. The strikes earlier in the year by the auto workers, steelworkers, electrical workers, as a total of 4.6 million workers were on the street
2. Truman’s popularity rating of 32%, with jokes likes “what would Truman do if he were alive” and “to err is Truman.”
3. Truman’s vacillation over whether to end wage-and-price controls. Price controls led to the infamous “hamburger famine,” but when Truman took off the controls on October 14, prices increased by a large amount



In Senate, Republicans picked up 13 seats and the Democrats held states like Texas, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Virginia and West Virginia which were really “Dixicrats,” and not supportive of workers’ rights. A big loss in the Senate was Wisconsin, where Robert M. LaFollette, Jr. (listed as a Progressive) was defeated by Joseph McCarthy, running as “tail gunner Joe” and accusing LaFollette of “war profiteering.”  The Progressive Party was started by Sen. Robert “Fighting Bob” LaFollette in 1924, and called for the nationalization of railroads. LaFollette ran for president in 1924 and got 17% of the vote, carrying only his home state of Wisconsin. When LaFollette died in 1925, his son was elected in a special election and held the seat until 1946. One conservative historian claimed that the United Electrical (UE) workers supported McCarthy as an alternative to the anti-communist LaFollette.

Other senators, like John Bricker, a supporter of “right-to-work” laws, were elected in Ohio; ironically, in 1958, Stephen Young beat Bricker because of opposition, in Ohio at least, to right-to-work laws.

In House of Representatives, Republicans picked up 55 seats, for a total of 246, including famous figures like Richard Nixon (defeating Jerry Voorhis by making Voorhis’ support by Communist party groups a key issue) and John F. Kennedy, who took the seat vacated by James Michael Curley, who went to become the Mayor of Boston (The Last Hurrah). Curley was convicted for a second time—this time of mail fraud—for crimes while mayor and served 5 months in jail while continuing as Mayor. Curley, known as a “friend to workers” was first imprisoned in 1904 for fraud (for taking postman exams for another person to try to help get a job) was elected to the Board of Aldermen while in prison.

In the unions, left-wing commentators attacked Sidney Hillman and Phillip Murray for supporting the Democrats, a party that “is more than ever the instrument of the Southern reactionaries and the Northern big city machines” so the working-class vote was split. 

It is also worth noting that George Wallace was first elected to office--to the Alabama state legislature—in 1946.

In the aftermath of World War II, elections were also held in France, where a three-party alliance of socialists, communists and Christian Democrats took office, and Greece (commentary by W. Edwards Deming) where conservatives were elected because the Communist Party abstained. In England in 1945, Churchill was defeated.

For a campaign video, watch http://www.archive.org/details/Deadline1946
