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SLAVERY TIME LINE

Memory is a wonderful thing. At least it would be if it remembered the truth about what happened. 
Otherwise memory is just an opium or other unhealthy drug that keeps people from "seeing life straight and seeing it whole". 

1619—first slaves arrive in Jamestown, VA, part of an industry which began around 1444 and would last for another 400 years, taking 40 million people from Africa, and bringing 20 million of them to the United States

1659—Virginia institutionalizes slave status, after allowing blacks to become free, own property, vote, testify in court and—yes!--own slaves!

1664—in Maryland, An Act Concerning Negroes and other Slaves made it clear that slaves would forever be slaves—if a free woman married a slave, she became a slave as did their children

1667—Virginia passes a law that converting to Christianity no longer allowed a slave to become free

1712—8,330 slaves in Maryland and 6,607 in Virginia—the total slave work force was 50,000

1712—the “Willie Lynch” episode, which may be a myth, but which persists until present time: a slave owner described the breaking of a slave as similar to the breaking of a wild horse—“keep the body and take the mind”

1723—Virginia passes a law forbidding voluntary manumission—under religious pressure, this law was revoked in 1782

1732—Georgia founded with a charter prohibiting the importation of slaves—as a result of pressure from Carolinians settling on the frontier, this prohibition was repealed in 1749

1751-1763—a black slave named Dina has four children, the first blacks born in Baltimore City---by 1757, Baltimore County had 4,143 slaves, representing 25% of the county’s population

1754—George Washington is recorded to have paid $260 for a slave—by 1764, he paid $264, and slaves could now be purchased on the installment plan

October, 1774—a Continental Association, supporting a boycott and embargo against British goods, also pledged to discontinue the slave trade

1776-1783—during the American War of Independence, free blacks like Peter Salem, Crispus Attucks and Salem Poor fought with the rebels and were regarded as heroes—Attucks was shot and killed by British troops in the Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770), a dispute over subcontracting of work to off-duty British soldiers

George Washington forbade the enlistment of blacks because he thought them to be inferior fighters

November, 1775—Lord Dunmore, the deposed royal governor of Virginia, proclaimed that any slave who fought with the British would be freed—thousands of slaves immediately left their plantations—in 1782, when the British were defeated, many ex-slaves went with them and settled in places like Nova Scotia

1776—Thomas Jefferson first proposes a “colonization” plan for blacks.

Spring, 1778—the Rhode Island legislature authorized the enlistment of slaves—overall, more than 100,000 slaves were freed as a result of their military service

1780—Massachusetts prohibited slavery, followed by Pennsylvania (1780), Connecticut (1784) and Rhode Island (1784) and New Hampshire (1784)

1770-1790—about 100,000 slaves fled their plantations, some to join the British, some to create new colonies in places like Florida, and in some cases, began guerilla warfare against their former masters

1789—the first southern textile mill opens—by 1860, 5,000 women, mostly slaves, work in the industry, with supervisors brought from Lowell

1791—Benjamin Banneker, of Ellicott City, writes to Thomas Jefferson on scientific matters and Jefferson, thinking that Banneker is white, responds

1793—invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney, permits a 50-fold increase in the amount of short-staple cotton that can be cleaned, allowing the development of the plantation system—the export of cotton from southern states to England increases by 800% between 1780-1800, and reached 127 million pounds by 1815

1793—a federal fugitive slave law was first passed

1794—as part of the French Revolution, the National Assembly issues The Rights of Man, prohibiting slavery

1797—an uprising in Haiti led by Toussaint L’Ouverature, demanding the rights set forth by the National Assembly, seizes control and declares the island independent of France

1799(aprox)—Dred Scott born in Virginia—moved to Missouri in 1830, to Illinois in 1834 and to Minnesota in 1836

1800—according to the first US census, there are 1,002,037 African-Americans living in the United States

1800—in Fells Point, about half of the city’s 35 shipbuilders owned an average of 5-6 slaves—slaves were also allowed to “hire out” for periods of 6 months or one year, even though the practice of “self-hire” was made illegal in Maryland in 1787

1800—slave women were half of the canal diggers on the Santee Canal in South Carolina—slave women also worked laying railroad track

1800—Gabriel Prosser led a slave revolt in Richmond, which would lead slaves to found their own state with him as King Gabriel—at his hanging, Prosser compared himself to George Washington

1806—Virginia passes a law ordering all free blacks to leave the state—then Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina and Tennessee passed laws prohibiting free blacks from entering the states—one man called free blacks ”social monstrosities”

1808—Congress prohibited the importation of slaves into United States after January 1, 1808

1817—Spain outlaws the slave trade but the Royal Governor of Cuba continues to trade

1817(aprox)—Frederick Douglass born on Eastern Shore

1817—American Colonization Society is established, and free blacks were sent to Africa, first to Sierra Leone and then, in 1822, a permanent location was purchased at Monrovia (named for President James Monroe) in a new country called Liberia.

1819--Taylor Amendment involving the prohibition of slavery in the Arkansas territory was defeated

1820—The Missouri Compromise, equalizing slave a free states—as part of the Missouri Debate, Senator Rufus King (NY) maintained that Congress had the power to prohibit slavery in Missouri as a prerequisite for admission but Sen. William Pinckney (MD) asserted that the Union was comprised of equal states and that Congress could not restrict Missouri’s “freedom of action”

1822—the slave uprising led by Denmark Vesey around Charleston, SC

1825—Fanny Wright published a pamphlet called A Plan For The Gradual Abolition of Slavery in the United States with danger of Loss to the Citizens of the South which called for the purchase of land in the south where purchased slaves could work as free laborers

1826—Fanny Wright purchases land near Memphis, TN, and creates the Nashoba experiment, to allow former slaves to work as free/coop workers, and to begin to plan for their resettlement outside the United States

1829—William Lloyd Garrison published The Genius of Universal Emancipation in Baltimore, edited by Benjamin Lundy
1831—Garrison begins publishing The Liberator
1831-1861—The Underground Railroad is created—in addition to famous figures like Harriet Tubman and Sojurner Truth, a free black named Robert Purvis in Philadelphia kept records of 9,000 slaves he claimed to have helped to freedom—it is estimated that the Underground Railroad began as early as 1786, and that it grew in the Western Reserve (Ohio) after the war of 1812

1831—Nat Turner’s uprising

1831-32—The Virginia Convention created stricter laws on slaves, implementing Slave Codes, which restricted slave mobility through patrols; forbade slaves from learning to read or write or from having public meetings. Anyone who taught a slave to read was publicly whipped

1833—the American Anti-Slavery Society founded in Philadelphia

1835—Oberlin College trustees voted to admit black students—the college was the first to admit women and became an important stop on the Underground Railroad

1837—a mob in Alton, IL, attacked the offices of Elijah P. Lovejoy, an anti-slavery editor, and killed him

1838—Frederick Douglass escapes from slavery in Baltimore, and settles in New Bedford, MA—he published his autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass in 1845
1841—The U.S. Supreme Court decision on the survivors of the Amistad uprising—slaves taken in West Africa rose up and seized their slave ship and ran it aground off Long Island (where slavery was outlawed) but the fugitives were taken to Connecticut, where slavery was still legal—[see the movie Amistad]

1844—the proposed annexation of Texas created controversy over the expansion of slavery—northern senators believed the war, and the annexation, was part of a slaveowners conspiracy

1846—The Wilmot Proviso was introduced in Congress to prohibit slavery in any lands acquired from Mexico—it passed the House but was defeated in the Senate

1847—at the Tredegar Iron Works, near Richmond, a new owner, Robert Anderson, replaced free white workers with black slaves—within a year, the mill showed a profit and Anderson toured the south promoting the use of slaves in industrial enterprises

1850—The Compromise of 1850 allowed California to be admitted as a free state, eliminated the slave trade in Washington, DC, and, most importantly, created the Fugitive Slave Act, providing federal assistance and jurisdiction over runaway slaves

1852—Uncle Tom’s Cabin published

1854—the Kansas-Nebraska Act eliminated the Missouri Compromise by allowing “popular sovereignty” in the new states-military skirmishes became common, the town of Lawrence, KN, was torched by southern sympathizers, and, in retribution, a group of abolitionists, led by John Brown, attacked Pottawatamie Creek, killing five settlers

1854—in Ripon, WI, the Republican Party is founded, drawing support from former members of the Free Soil Party—the Republicans not only wanted to prohibit slavery in the new western states, they wanted to prohibit all blacks from emigrating there

1858—the Lincoln-Douglas debates in a campaign for senator from Illinois—racism became the main campaign issue, even though Lincoln did not stand for abolition

1859—John Brown seizes the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry to get weapons to lead a slave uprising

1860—Abraham Lincoln is elected president and, a few days later, South Carolina votes to secede from the union

My own view of why men fought in the war is that the nation was split asunder by 1860 and all the great compromisers were dead, replaced by firebrands on both sides. There was no middle ground left. You were either for slavery or against it. The bitterness and hatred generated by the issue was next to unbelievable. There were Senators and Congressmen going into the halls of Congress armed with knives and guns. Fistfights were occurring on the floor of the House. I can't overemphasize the bitterness generated by the issue. Just read descriptions of the Democratic Conventions of 1860. People were really ready to kill each other over the issue. Neither side listened to reason--truth really was the first casualty of the war. So charges and countercharges ensued, half of them lies by either side and the breakup became inevitable. reason suffered most. Passion ruled---and people went to War filled with a passion to do that which was right. Both sides invoked God and righteousness and went off to sign up for God and Country. It was to be a short war, no ne individual signing up thought he was the guy going to die--just that he was about to fight for the glory of his God and his country and become a hero of sorts. He'd be home in six months....thus do people fight.

1863—the Emancipation Proclamation becomes effective—as early as May 25, 1861, northern general Benjamin Butler declared runaway slaves were “contraband” and should not be returned to their owners—in August, 1861, John Fremont issued an order that any slave of Missourians who took up arms against the US was free—July, 1862—the Confiscation Act liberated all slaves of “all persons committing treason” or supporting the rebellion 

1865—June 19, 1865—word of The Emancipation Proclamation, used two years earlier, finally reaches Texas when a Union general backed by nearly 2,000 troops arrived in the city of Galveston. The general, Gordon Granger, publicly announced that slavery in the United States had ended. Reactions among newly freed slaves ranged from shock and disbelief to jubilant celebration. That day has been known ever since as Juneteenth, a name probably derived from the slang combination of the words June and nineteenth.
13th Amendment passed, prohibiting slavery

Blight in Chapter Three goes over the origins of Decoration Day. While there are several theories regarding the same, Blight's is as plausible as the rest of them. Basically the day began as a remembrance of Union dead and then spread to include Confederate dead. When I was young it was very actively celebrated, but as the years rolled along it has become more and more commercial and I venture to say that fewer and fewer people can tell you what its all about.

Anyhow, Blight's version is that concerning the Charleston Race Course, which was a prison camp for Union soldiers and where at least 257 Union prisoners died. In May of 1865, local Negroes decorated the graves with flowers and began to fix the area up. Blight explains that very early on the Federal Government allocated funds for the retrieval and proper burial of Union dead in designated cemeteries, while the Confederate dead were ignored to a great extent

Blight says that South suppressed the memory of the Blacks beginning the holiday and that the real commemoration began with the Grand Army of the Republic ordered its membership to conduct ceremonies on May 30, 1868. He then develops the story by relating how it grew in a few decades to a day of speechifying and glorifying and picnicking in the North. 

In the South the holiday "was born amidst the despair of defeat and the need for collective expressions of grief." (see page 77) Blight relates that in the South the holiday had several independent origins in 1866. Different dates were recognized in different states. By 1916, the Southern States observed it on June 3, Jefferson Davis' birthday. Thus we can see a different memory attached to the day. The South commemorated their fight for Independence and the battles against Reconstruction. The North commemorated the Preservation of the Union and the Freeing of the Slaves. The South was portrayed as traitors. Ex-Confederates worked to vindicate their war experience. Blight then recounts the story of how the South forged its memories. (See pages 79 to 84.) 

Blight says that it was in the 1870's, notably in 1874-1875, that both Union and Confederate veterans began to participate in exercises together in North and South.


The bold-faced comments are from an on-line discussion about David Blight’s Beyond the Battlefield: Race, Memory, and the American Civil War (2004)
1866—14th Amendment passed in Congress, but rejected by southern legislatures

1866—Civil Rights Act—gave citizenship to everyone born in the US, including former slaves, but excluding Native Americans

1866—Freedmens Bureau established after Southern legislatures pass new black codes, a system of vagrancy and apprenticeship laws which tried to bind former slaves to their plantations

1867—new southern legislatures convened and passed constitutions which guaranteed civil rights for blacks, universal manhood suffrage, and the disqualification of ex-rebels

1868—under the leadership of Nathan Bedford Forrest, the Ku Klux Klan is organized

1870—The 15th Amendment to the Constitution was passed, prohibiting any discrimination in voting based upon ”race, color or previous condition of servitude.” A huge celebration in Baltimore of 20,000 people paraded up Broadway and down Eastern Avenue, and heard a rousing speech by Frederick Douglass. 
The Maryland State Senate ratified the 15th Amendment—in 1970!

Continuing in the same vein as above [Decoration Day, 1877] Blight presents us with the speech of Roger A Pryor, ex-Confederate and then a resident of Brooklyn. Pryor's address epitomizes the thoughts of the South in 1877. He was a known Southerner who found his way North and was known as a Confederate Carpetbagger. 

He believed in the needless war theory and theory that the Southern soldier deserved the sympathy of the nation as a man of honor and duty, whop had done no wrong. Secession was the act of men of peace--politicians. The soldier was a heroic figure. Reconstruction was an abomination, a usurpation, it was an era of alien rule, a disaster foisted on the South. He condemned Reconstruction, racial equality and federal enforcement in the South. The Compromise of 1877 ended all of that and reconciliation was at hand. The South was vindicated, and as Blight put puts it, "Long Live the New Union." 

I find it ironic that the South lost the Military aspect of the war, but triumphed in the end, socially and politically. It now had all the negroes counted in their power base, still unable to vote. Prior to the War they gained power through the 3/5 rule---now they operated under a 5/5 rule. They were defeated, but the fruit of their labors was even greater political power which lasted well into the 1970's. They lost slavery and replaced it with peonage---saving themselves millions in what used to be the upkeep costs of the slaves. Economically, emancipation was a boon to them. Few people take that view of the War and its aftermath. It's too frightening.
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