The  Pullman Strike (1894)

While the Pullman strike is memorable in its own right, its long-term importance includes
1. The division of workers between craft unions and industrial unions

2. The determination to get rid of total company domination—the company town, like Sparrows Point,  was almost an extension of slavery

3. Pullman’s race-based hiring brought conflicts and the Sleeping Card Porters

4. Eugene Victor Debs became such an important figure in the 20th century (Victor Reuther was named for him)

5. It reinforced the pattern of government military support for bosses in case of a nationwide strike

6. The economics of the time were so similar to 2009

The New York Central strike of 1890 was called by Robert Weir “a dress rehearsal” for the Pullman strike. Started on August 8, 1890 but there was a division among the workers because the Knights of Labor assemblies, predecessors to the American Railway Union (ARU) had a
· Class-based “producerist” vision that included all workers 
· Community-based

· Industrial union
· Endorsed independent political action
While the craft unions

· Were narrow “pure-and-simple” unionism

· Believed in accommodating the bosses

· Accepted” their place” in the capitalist system
The Pullman Corporation—ingenious development—in 1864, George Pullman (1831-1897) invented “the Pullman car,” designed after the packet boats on the Erie Canal—took Lincoln’s body from D.C. to Springfield, IL in 1865—the Palace cars advertised “luxury for the middle class”—service was important so Pullman hired freed slaves and began a tradition of race-based hiring

1867—“The President,” a sleeper car with a diner/kitchen attached--by 1875 the Pullman firm owned $100,000 worth of patents, had 700 cars in operation, and had several hundred thousand dollars in the bank—manufactured the cars in his shop outside Chicago-

1880—Pulman created his company town of 4,000 acres, and by the 1890’s, it was profitable in its own right—“We are born in a Pullman house, fed from the Pullman shops, taught in the Pullman school, catechized in the Pullman Church, and when we die we shall be buried in the Pullman cemetery and go to the Pullman Hell.”

1888—as Editor of the BLF Magazine, Debs became chairman of a committee to unite all of the railroad brotherhoods—was frustrated so in 1893, he went with the ARU
Panic of 1893—like 2009, with many of the same “solutions”
Coxey’s Army (1894) money policy and public works, like expanding roads or digging a canal across Nicaragua
June 20, 1893—American Railway Union (ARU) established, with EVD as president—within one year, there were 125 locals, including whole lodges of the existing craft unions, and the workers at The Pullman shop
Great Northern Strike—started wage cuts in August, 1893 and January, 1894, so workers struck in March 1894, shutting down the railroad for 18 days—all wages restored as a result of an arbitration award
Pullman organizing occurred at the same time as major social and civic movements in Chicago—Jane Addams was one of the most famous, a “reformer” who raised the issue of how workers and their families could best be protected and improved
         1894—strike started almost spontaneously on May 11, 1894 after Pullman announced a 25% wage cut, with no reductions in rent or expenses in the town of Pullman—Rev. William H. Carwardine, in his book The Pullman Strike (1894—reprinted 1971) stated that “I understand that the ‘general policy’ adopted was to take advantage of the ‘hard times’ and open up later with a view to cutting wages.” (87)
       At its convention, the ARU voted to support it and to boycott all Pullman cars—also agreed to support any switchmen who were disciplined for participating in the boycott--
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June 26, 1894—railroad workers agreed to boycott Pullman cars, so within four days, 125,000 workers on twenty-nine railroads had quit work rather than handle Pullman cars, effectively shutting down
June 29, 1894—Debs spoke a rally in Blue Island, IL but after the peaceful rally, crowds set fire to some adjacent buildings and derailed a locomotive.

Railroad Managers Association used the device of the mail car, troops came in, led by Nelson Miles and, even though bombarded by the communities, broke the strike—Governor John Peter Altgeld, a German immigrant and the progressive official for Illinois, refused to authorize the intrusion of federal troops in the strike (unlike Gov. Carroll of MD who begged President Hayes to send in federal troops during the 1877 railroad strike)—ironically, Altgeld was a self-taught lawyer who started a firm that once represented the railroads and employed a young lawyer, Clarence Darrow

An injunction was issued to prevent Debs and other leaders from publicly organizing strike support but Debs and other ARU leaders ignored it
Debs was arrested and tried for violating the injunction, represented by Clarence Darrow (who would later represent Bill Haywood in 1905 for the bombing of Idaho Governor Frank Steunenberg and defended John Scopes in 1925 in the “monkey trial”)—Debs was convicted and sent to McHenry County Jail in Woodstock, IL, from May-November, 1895--Debs read eagerly and converted to socialism—on his release, he was greeted by a crowd of 100,000 and urged people to use their votes to get rid of capitalism--became the  secretary-treasurer of the Social Democratic Party, and in 1900, ran for President in the first of his five presidential campaigns
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