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There are an estimated 6,000   “slave narratives”—descriptions of life under slavery as told by the enslaved individuals, sometimes in books published while slavery endured—like Frederick Douglass’ My Bondage and My Freedom—and others recorded after 1865. As we saw in class, many important narratives were recorded in the 1930’s, but the whole process has generated an important historiographic controversy: how accurate are the narratives, what’s the proper language and how can the history of “illiterate” people be recorded?
Hammid: “Here's another thing I had been thinking about since the Fells Point tour and so much mention of "slavery" and "slaves" so went looking to 

see where my thoughts fit with the scholarship. I agree with this writer”:
http://chrishutchison.org/attica/2007/12/03/slave-vs-enslaved-person-the-linguistics-of-political-correctness/ 
This article talks about the limitations of slave narratives, and has a link to other articles on the same site. http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snintro15.html
Here is the transcript of a complete book (gotta luv the internet, you betcha!)  Voices of Slavery by Norman B. Yetman, which includes narratives, an introduction and some great historical background.

http://books.google.com/books?id=WVC-AN_slx0C&pg=RA1-PA364&lpg=RA1-PA364&dq=slave+narratives+race+of+interviewer&source=web&ots=_ewhGKCC4h&sig=zuvpUENcVfNswjuEz0O6aIAfXpQ&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=4&ct=result#PRA1-PA364,M1

Yetman also has an enormous introduction to the WPA project at http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snintro00.html
Hammid: “I had also read that there is a big controversy about the transcription of heavily dialect-ed speech into written text, how that "colored" the meaning later on.”  http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3732/is_200007/ai_n8899658
