Fells Point Labor History Tour
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          Shawn Gladden, of The Baltimore Museum of Industry, was the guide for a large group of Labor History students and friends on the labor history tour of Fells Point on Saturday, October 18. Shawn, along with a guide from the Fells Point Preservation Society, described the development of the area as a seaport and shipbuilding area with a multi-cultural workforce. He gave a history of the Caulkers Union and their negotiations before the Civil War with the ship builders and then described the development of the Chesapeake Marine Railway and Dry Dock Company, a black co-operative ship builder, headed by Isaac Myers.
 
Then the tour went across Broadway to the new Douglass-Myers Museum for a demonstration of shop caulking and more history.  Lunch at Max’s on Broadway was the perfect end to the tour.

The CCBC Labor Studies Program supports a series of activities to promote labor history in this area—mark your calendars:
         Saturday October 25 at 2640 North St. Paul Street, there will be an all-day exhibition of posters and art about The Industrial Workers of the World, with a panel at 6:00 on the condition and future of our union movement, and a concert of labor songs at 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 6 at 5:00 p.m. at Steamfitters Apprentice School on Ardwick-Ardmore Road in Lanham. Ted Watts will give us the history of the first Labor Day parade, and will sign copies of his book on the subject.

Saturday November 22—at CCBC Essex, a dramatic adaptation of Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, with a post-show discussion with the cast and author, Julie Lewis.

Saturday December 13 at 10:00 a.m. at the B & O Museum, there will be a tour of the Irish railroad workers museum, church and neighborhood, led by Tom Ward, followed by lunch at the Hollins Market. This has always been a popular activity  in the past.

