CCBC Labor Studies Program
LBST 134  History of American Labor I
                                             The Factory System (1750-1860)
Invention
Capital
Labor
How does new technology affect workers jobs, lives and organizations?
Are workers better off as industry develops?
should the US become an “industrialized” country?
If so, where will workers come from?
Development of “merchant capitalists”
Capital, transportation, and “competition”
Samuel Slater (1768-1835)—workers become bosses
Moses Brown (1738-1836)-the profits of slavery
Eli Whitney (1765-1825): the cotton gin and interchangeable parts
Ned Ludd—reaction of skilled artisans to deskilling of labor

Francis Cabot Lowell (1775-1815)
           The Boston Company (1814-

capitalism, optimism and cheap labor

farm girls to factory workers: lives, conditions, work and the role of women

the new culture: lives of “the factory girls”

new struggles: the factory girls organize—economically, socially, politically

Industrial time: the struggle over the work day
The Cordwainer Trials—the brave shoemakers
Workers want to control their own lives
Panic of 1837
Workers political action

mechanics associations

labor parties

support for Andrew Jackson, “the son of toil”

1817 New York Typographical Workers Constitution
“the tramping committees”—first union staff
“contracting out”—the sanctity of individual contracts

