LBST 134  History of American Labor I

Book Report

(Due dates in your syllabus)

To report on 
· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, published in 1845 (or My Bondage, My Freedom, published in 1855) and/or 
· The Jungle, and/or 

· Out of This Furnace,

You should tell us how the main figures try to answer the Big Question in labor history: how can I make my life better?

Tell us

·  What the book is about in the most general terms, in two or three paragraphs

· What kind of “world”  the figures live in and what kind of workplaces they work in
· Why the main figures represent major movements in American labor history

· What forms of organizing do the main figures use to try to get ahead
· How the main characters deal with the question of social change and social mobility

· What changes in attitude they show during the book

· Why they are,  or are not, successful in getting where they want to go

These reports can be either typed or handwritten, but they must be neat and mechanically perfect (spelling, sentence structure). If you have a concern, go to the student Success Center (Room J-211 on the Dundalk campus) and get some help.

Remember—report on more than and get double credit (and be double smart)!
