CCBC Labor Studies Program
LBST 134  Labor History I
Workers in a New Country

The American War of Independence (or was it a revolution?)

Mercantilism

British restrictions on the colonial economy created a common target for both workers and merchants

Development of “revolutionary” organizations: home rule or rule at home? Paul Revere  Ben Franklin. Crispus Attucks
The Boston Massacre: a dispute over prevailing wage, part-time v fulltime work, and subcontracting
The Committee of 51 (1773)—fears “the mob”

Goveneur Morris: “Farewell aristocracy”
The Sons of Liberty: workers’ issues in the war

payment of troops

economic expansion and employment

changing the class structure

what does “equality” mean—status or opportunity—or neither?
The Daughters of Liberty—“women acting contrary to God”

Who won the war?
What did the Constitution mean to the workers?

common law or not

The Tudor Labor Code

states right v centralized government
An agrarian society or a manufacturing economy?
A slave economy or “free” labor?
How did the war affect the plantation system?
The first political parties
The first “red scare”—the Jacobin threat

