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Beginning of the Great War


June 28th, 1914: Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo. Bosnian assassins connected to The Black Hand of Serbia were held responsible. The Bosnia-Herzegovina region had resented the rule of Austrian-Hungarian rule and sought unity with Serbia.
Bosnian Assassins:

· Mehmed Mehmedbasic (27): only assassin to escape; he was close to a guard and feared he would spoil the attempt on the Archduke’s life. Originally had a plan to assassinate Governor Potiorek.

· Vaso Cubrilovc (17): student recruited for radical ideas. He spent 16 years in prison; underage criminals could not receive death sentence. Later became history teacher. Had a revolver, but did not shoot for fear of hitting Duchess Sophie.

· Nedelko Cabrinovic (20): Worked for Serbian State Printing House. He threw a bomb, but missed as a result of looking to late. Swallowed poison and jumped in the river, but revived and later died in prison in 1916 from tuberculosis.

· Cvetko Popovic (18): Being nearsighted, he failed to see the vehicle with the Archduke. Sentenced to 13 years in prison and later became a school principle.
· Danilo Ilic (24): standing close to Cvetko, he was the primary organizer of the plan to assassinate Archduke Ferdinand. He had not weapon and was executed for his plots.

· Trifko Grabez (19): Student in Belgrade. He did nothing because he thought he would harm nearby women and children.

· Gavrilo Princip (19): Student who had never had a job. Last in line, he heard Cabrinovik’s bomb and thought Archduke had been killed. However, the vehicle past by and on it return, missed a turn and stopped to back up. Princip fired two shots, killing Archduke Ferdinand and Duchess Sophie. Sentenced to 20 years in prison, but also died of tuberculosis in 1916.

Powers Involved In the Conflict:

The spark of war was caused by an assassination. The conflict involved two nations, however, by the treaty-alliance system, other nations became involved.

Austria-Hungary: declared War on Serbia 28 July, 1914.


Russia: bound to Serbia by Treaty of San Stefano.


Germany: Linked to Austria-Hungary by Dual Alliance. Originally Three Emperors League (1873) between Russia, Germany, and Austria-Hungary; Russia left alliance in 1878. Viewed Russian mobilization against Austria-Hungary as an act of war. Declared war on Russia August 1.

France: bound to Russia by treaty. German declaration of war August 3.

· Reinsurance Treaty: (1887) Bismarck (Germany) made treaty to defend against war on two fronts with Russia and France. Tsar Nicholas II allowed treaty to lapse in 1890. The following year, Russia allied with France. In 1892, the Franco-Russian Military Convention, designed to defend against the Triple Alliance, solidified alliance.
Britain: had a moral obligation to defend France. However, declared war on German August 4 to defend Belgium. Treaty of London (1893) connected the two nations. With entry of Britain, her colonies also joined: Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, and Union of South Africa.

· Entente Cordiale connected Britain, France, and Russia. Designed to settle colonial disputes. Placed “moral obligations” on nations in event of war. In 1907 Anglo-Russian Entente also signed to strengthen alliance.

Japan: declared war on Germany August 23. Anglo-Japanese Alliance (1902-23) connected Britain and Japan. Treaty designed to prevent Russian expansion in East.

Italy: Triple Alliance (1881) connected Germany, Italy, and Austria-Hungary. Committed to Germany in event of German “defensive war,” joined allies based on German “offensive war.”

· Franco-Italian Alliance: Secret alliance stated Italy would remain neutral should German invasion of France occur. May 1915, Italy joined Allies.

United States: absolute neutrality. Joined war 6 April 1917 as result of German unrestricted submarine warfare policy.

Ottoman Empire: (Turkey) Joined Central Powers in August 1914 after signing Turco-German Alliance. Officially entered war on 28 October 1914. Alliance signed 2 August 1914; secret treaty. Joined Central Powers as result of early German victories and German pressure to keep them from the Allies.

Bulgaria: Joined Central Powers October 1915. Germany and Austria-Hungary promised land to Bulgaria and now that they had gained ground in war, they could give it Bulgaria.

Key Figures:

America: 

· John-Joseph Pershing (1860-1948)

Born 13 Sept 1860 in Laclede, Missouri. Graduated 30th of 77 from West Point. Elected President of the class in 1886. Professor of Military Science and Tactics at University of Nebraska(1891-1894). Won Silver Star for frontier duty against Sioux and Apache (1886-1890). Fought in Cuban War in 1898; in Philippines in 1903 to halt Moro insurrectionists; and with Japanese as an observer in Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905). Promoted to Brigadier General in 1906 and appointed head of American Expeditionary Force (AEF) in 1917. Raised Army from 25,000 men to 3 million men in one and a half years. Became US Army Chief of Staff in 1921, retired in 1924.

· Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)

Graduated from Princeton (then college of New Jersey) and University of Virginia Law School; earned doctorate from Johns-Hopkins. Governor of NJ(1910) on progressive platform.

1912 Democratic Convention: campaigned on program called New Freedom (individualism and states rights). Passed (1) Underwood Act-lower tariff and graduated federal income; (2) Federal Reserve Act-more elastic money supply; (3) law to prohibit child labor; (4) limit railroad workers to 8 hours a day. Wilson died in 1924 of stroke while touring nation.

Great Britain:

· King George V (1865-1936)

Born 3 June 1865. Naval career in 1877 with older brother Albert until Albert’s death in 1892. Became heir to the throne with Queen Victoria’s death on 22 Jan 1901 and Edward VII ascension to the throne. Parliament Act of 1911-cut power of lords including right to veto government bills. Changed his name from German sounding name: Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor in 1917. Died 20 Jan 1936.

Germany:

· Kaiser Wilhelm II (1859-1941):

Germany’s last Kaiser. Born in Potsdam. Emperor in 1888 after death of Frederick II. Increased German Army and Navy. Urged Austria-Hungarian reaction to Serbia. Forced to abdicate on 9 Nov 1918. Sought exile in Holland and remained there for the rest of his life.
U.S. Entry into the War

On May 1, 1915, passenger ship Lusitania departed for Liverpool. May 7, sighted shore of Ireland and entered “European War Zone.” Fifteen German U-boats in operation in war zone. On May 6, Lusitania received warning from Royal Admiralty, but ignored it. May 7, 13:40, U20, under command of Kapitan-leutnant Schwieger, spotted Lusitania. At 14:09, U20 fired one torpedo. Schwieger recoded:

“Shot hits starboard side right behind bridge. An unusually heavy detonation follows with a strong explosion cloud.”
Second explosion was caused by secret cargo, and ship sank in 18 minutes. Among cargo was 4200 cases of ammunition for British war effort; 1153 passengers killed, including 128 Americans. On 18 Sept 1915, Germany halted unrestricted submarine warfare policy. On 4 April 1917, Congress voted in favor of war after Wilson conducted session appealing for war. Wilson’s reasons for war: Germany failed to maintain restricted submarine warfare and Germany’s attempts to form an alliance with Mexico. US declared war on Austria-Hungary on 7 Dec 1917.
The Great War


Gallipoli: The Battle of Gallipoli, which occurred from 19 February 1915 – 8 January 1916, saw one of the largest defeats of the Allied forces in the war. The British Navy had made an attempt to destroy Turkish forts on the Gallipoli peninsula. They began a bombardment from long-range and moved forward. However, they were driven back by return fire from the forts. On March 18, 18 battleships (15 British and 3 French) made a run through the straits. The force encountered a mine field. Three ships were lost and another three damaged. Vice Admiral Sir John de Robeck called for the support of the Army. Watching the naval operation from afar, General Ian Hamilton prepared his troops. They were able to land on the beachhead, but could not advance. Y the end of August, the Allies had lost over 40,000 troops. General Munro was called in to replace Hamilton on 14 October. General Munro called for a withdraw and Lord Kitchener agreed. The battle has seen the 205,000 British casualties (43,000 killed); 33,600 ANZAC casualties (8,700 killed); 47,000 French casualties (5,000) killed; and 250,000 Turkish casualties (65,000) killed. The battle was the first major operation for the ANZACS (Australians). It was also considered one of the worst defeats of the war for the Allies. This battle would be remembered when the Allies sought justice in Versailles.  
Battle of Cantigny: Cantigny had been captured by the Germans during the Second Battle of the Somme and was transformed into an observation post. On 28 May 1918, during the Third Battle of the Aisne (27 May-3 June 1918), the Americans recaptured Cantigny. Under Major General Robert Lee Bullard, the Americans suffered 100 dead and over 1500 wounded. German casualties are unknown, with the exception of 200 taken prisoner. A day earlier, the Germans were able to advance thirteen miles; the greatest thrust made in a single day. The Battle of Cantigny, although a skirmish, provided a major moral boost for the Allies.

Second Battle of the Marne: (15 July-16 September 1918) Marked turning point of the war. Battle began with last German offensive and was followed by first Allied offensive victory of 1918. American Expeditionary Forces began battle with 250,000 men under French command and suffered 30,000 casualties. In May, Germans ordered an offensive from Chemin des Dames towards the River Marne. A salient (bulge) resulted, which was thirty miles wide. The Allies had planned a counterattack to eliminate the salient. The battle can be broken into three phases:


Phase 1: 5th Ludendorff Offensive (15-17 July 1918) 



Germans occupied Southern bank of Marne and advance 7 miles.



Phase 2: Aisne-Marne Counter Offensive (18 July- 17 August 1918)

Allies attack salient. Americans encounter heavy resistance south of Soissons. Germans have air superiority. Second assault on salient with five more AEF divisions allows Allies to cross Oureq River line. Battle at Vesle River.



Phase 3: Oise-Aisne Offensive (18 August-16 September 1918)

French offensive at Soissons. US captures Juvigny and Germans withdraw to River Aisne. US crosses Vesle River.


St. Mihiel Salient: St. Mihiel salient formed in 1914 and hindered French railway communications. First Army under General Pershing took 15,000 prisoners while suffering 7,000 casualties. The battle was the first victory by an independent American Army. Over 1500 Allied planes were used in the battle, setting a record as the largest concentration of the war. American victory resulted due to leadership of American commanders including, Colonel George S. Patton Jr.

Meuse-Argonne Offensive: The largest offensive and victory for the AEF during World War I, the Meuse Argonne Offensive lasted from 26 September – 11 November 1918. AEF objective had been to capture railroad hub at Sedan. However, those initially fighting were veterans of the St. Mihiel battle. This shift of troops was placed under the command of Colonel George C. Marshall. The battle lasted through the end of the war. On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the Germans called for a cease fire. However, many Allied commanders ignored the agreement and casualties continued even when the war had ended.
Treaty of Versailles
The Big Three:

· David Lloyd George, Georges Clemenceau, and Woodrow Wilson

· David Lloyd George: (Great Britain) make Germany pay for war damage, but not to the point where Communism could easily spread to the government.

· Georges Clemenceau: (France) bring German to her knees, disable them militarily.

· Woodrow Wilson: wanted policy of isolation; little influence in Europe.

Terms and effects of Treaty:

Territory- The following territories were taken from Germany as a result of the war.

· Alsace-Lorraine: France

· Eupen and Malmedy: Belgium

· Northern Schleswig: Denmark

· Hultschin: Czechoslovakia

· West Prussia, Posen, Upper Silesia: Poland

· The Saar, Danzig, and Memel were put under control of the League of Nations. German colonies also taken under control. Land taken in Treaty of Brest-Litovsk by Russia was given back and Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia formed.

Military- The German military was to be reduced.

· Army reduced to 100,000 men; no tanks or air force.

· Only 6 capital naval vessels permitted, no submarines.

· Demilitarized Zone: west of Rhineland and 50km east of Rhine River. Allied occupation of DMZ for 15 years.

Financial- The treaty severely damaged the German economy.

· Industrial territory lost, including coal mines from Saar and Upper Silesia.

· Reparations forced, though not determined at Versailles. Later determined to be £6,600 million.

· Forbidden to unite with Austria.

General- Three main clauses came from treaty.

· “War Guilt Clause”: Germany must admit full responsibility for starting war.

· Germany is responsible for all war damage and must make reparations to France and Belgium.
· Establish the League of Nations.

Was the Treaty Effective?

The November Criminals, Germans who signed the treaty, were not consulted for the majority of the writing of the treaty. However, Germany had no choice, but to obey. The main German Naval fleet being held in Scapa Flow scuttled itself. For the most part, Germany kept to the treaty, but was able to work around it. They did not establish an air force; however, they did send pilots abroad to train as well as submariners. They only constructed 6 capital ships, but only because they could not afford more. The Army never had more than 100,000 active soldiers at any one point in time, but soldiers were put on reserve effectively increasing those ready to serve; this would give Adolph Hitler an advantage when he began his reign of oppression. The German government had been making reparations, but by 1922 they simply could no longer afford to.

As for the Other Central Powers:


The victors of World War I were severe in their punishment of the Central Powers. They sought to break-up the empires that had been a vital part of the beginning of the war.

Austria signed the Treaty of Saint Germain on 10 Sept 1919. This dissolved Austria-Hungary and recognized the independence of Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Slovenes, Croats, and Serbs. The treaty also required Austria to pay reparations and make reductions in its military force. Hungary signed the Treaty of Trianon on 4 June 1920. Hungary would surrender 71.5% of its land and 63.6% of its population from 18 million to less than 8 million. Hungary would lose most of its salt and silver mines, 73.8% of its roads, 64.4% of its waterways, and 62.2% of its railroads. Bulgaria signed the Treaty of Neuilly on 27 Nov 1919. Bulgaria was forced to surrender Western Thrace to the Entente which would later give it to Greece. This eliminated Bulgaria’s direct route to the Aegean Sea. Part of the western border was given to the Serbs, Slovenes, and Croats and also Southern Dobruja was surrendered and returned to the border set by the Treaty of Bucharest in 1913. Turkey signed the Treaty of Sevres on 10 Aug 1920. Turkey received harsh punishment. The reason being that the Allies had one of their worst defeats of the war when Turkish forces won victory over the ANZACS at Gallipoli. Turkey lost most of its European land and the Turkish Straights were put under control of the League of Nations. France acquired Syria and Lebanon from the Turkish Empire, while Britain gained Iraq, Transjordan, and Palestine. 
In 1917, British Foreign Minister Lord Arthur Balfour issued the Balfour Declaration, which pushed for the creation of a Jewish nation in Palestine. After the war, Britain and France convinced the League of Nations to divide the former Ottoman Empire among them. The two nations received mandates. Britain divided its mandate into two separate mandates: the Emirate of Transjordan (west of the Jordan River) and Palestine (east of the Jordan River). During the war, Britain had promised to establish an independent Arab nation. However, Jewish families moved in the area and the Jewish National Fund purchased large tracts of land. This forced the Arabs out of Palestine. The conflict between the Jewish and Arab people would continue for many years. British control of the region seized in 1948.
Wilson’s Fourteen Points

President Woodrow Wilson addressed the members of Congress on 8 January 1918 with his proposal of peace. The Fourteen Points was an attempt to bring public alliances which were once held secret. They were established to limit the capabilities of any nation to conduct war and to bring justice to the Central Powers. The Fourteen Points were broadcasted around the world and even distributed among troops via artillery shells. However, when the Allies met in Versailles, England, France, and Italy set aside Wilson’s plan and sought to regain what they had lost. One of his points was aimed at the establishment of a world organization, what was to become the League of Nations. Though he made great attempts to have the US Senate adopt the Fourteen Points, they declined and as a result, the US never became a member of the League of Nations. Isolationism was a major issue during the war. Most US citizens wanted to remain neutral and leave the Great War to those in Europe. 
 Wilson’s Fourteen Points are as follows:

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view. 

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of international covenants. 

III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance. 

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety. 

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined. 

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own political development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy. 

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they have themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired. 

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all. 

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality. 

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development. 

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be entered into. 

XII. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under international guarantees. 

XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international covenant. 

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.

League of Nations
 
The League of Nations was a plan of Woodrow Wilson whose main focus was to ensure that war would not break out again. Based in Geneva, Switzerland (because of its neutrality), the League had three courses of action. It would call on states in case of a dispute and attempt peaceful settlements. If the states did not cooperate, the League could place economic sanctions on the states. If that was unsuccessful, the League could introduce physical sanctions; however, it had no force of its own, as the UN does today. The League of Nations had several problems. Britain and France were required to provide the military support if a conflict escalated out of control and by now, their militaries had been severely depleted. This was because the United States (though Wilson designed the League of Nations) was not a member of the League. America sought isolation from European matters. Another issue was that two other world powers, Germany and Russia, were not allowed to join the League. Germany was not seen as a member of the international community because of its actions in World War I and the West had feared the spread of Communism from Russia.
The League of Nations was able to intervene and prevent the outbreak of several conflicts:

· Aaland Islands (1921): Finland and Sweden disputed territory. League of Nations settled dispute. Finland was able to maintain control of the islands, but was unable to store weapons there.

· Upper Silesie (1921): Treaty of Versailles stated this area would be able to vote on whether or not it remained a part of Germany or Poland. Over 700,000 voted Germany and 500,000 voted Poland. Rioting broke out and League decided to split territory.

· Memel (1923): Port in Lithuania placed under French control and league control for three years, Lithuanians wanted to have Lithuanian government control it. League settled conflict: Lithuania would govern area, but port would remain international.
· Turkey (1923): Turkish War of Independence. Over 1.4 million refugees and disease spread throughout country. Over £ 10 million given to Turkey to establish farms and doctors sent to halt spread of typhoid and cholera.

· Greece and Bulgaria (1925): border guards shot at each other; dispute over where border actually was determined was issue. Greek soldier killed and Greece invaded Bulgaria. League determined Greece was at fault and fined Greece £45,000.

However, the League of Nations failed to maintain peace in all parts of the globe:

· Italy (1919): Italian nationalists angered at Big Three for leaving them out of the debate. Captured Fiume (given to Yugoslavia). Italian government had to intervene. The League failed to do anything.

· Teschen (1919): Poland and Czech fighting over territory for control of coal mines. League decided to given major portion of area to Poland, however, fighting resumed for many years to come.
· Vilna (1920): Capital of Lithuania in the Middle Ages. Taken by Russia during World War I. Only 2% of population was Lithuanians, while over 30% were Poles. League wanted to remove Poles, but could not and the territory remained under Polish control.

· Russia and Poland (1920-1921): Poland invaded Russia; overwhelmed the Russian forces. Russia forced to sign Treaty of Riga which surrendered 80,000km of land to Poland. League failed to act because of communism in Russia.

· Ruhr (1923): Germany could not pay reparations. France and Belgium invaded Ruhr. League members broke rules of the league. League could not act because France was one of two major powers to provide military support for the league. 

· Italy and Albania (1923): Border was never addressed and while surveying land, two Italian surveyors were killed after getting lost from main group. Italy blamed Greece and bombarded Corfu with Navy. League agreed Greece be fined 50 million Lire.

The League of Nations was not as effective as imagined by Woodrow Wilson, who failed to commit his own nation to the cause of spreading peace.

Washington Naval Conference

In 1921, Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes invited nine nations to Washington to discuss naval disarmament and tensions in the East. Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan were to discuss naval reductions. Belgium, Netherlands, China, and Portugal settled territorial disputes. The conference delivered three treaties:

Five Power Treaty: 

· Signed by US, Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan.

· Began disarmament of Naval forces: limited tonnage of ships by ratio.

US and Great Britain- 500,000 tons (highest due to Navy operating in two oceans)

Japan- 300,000 tons

France and Italy- 175,000 tons

· Japan asked for a 10:10:7 ratio, while US Navy wanted 10:10:5 ratio

· Ratio of 5:5:3 adopted by conference.

· Treaty halted production of capital ships and reduced the size of the Navy. However, some classes of ships were failed to be mentioned. This led to a race to design new cruiser class ships; which would require another conference from 1927-1930.
Four Power Treaty:
· Replaced Anglo-Japanese Treaty of 1902. Signed by US, Great Britain, France, and Japan. The Anglo-Japanese treaty was feared by the US because it would place Britain with Japanese against US if tensions among Far East territories worsened. 
· Treaty declared the four nations would first consult each other should tensions erupt.
Nine Power Treaty: 
· Internationalization of US Open Door Policy in China. Each of the nine powers would recognize China’s territories and Japanese dominance in Manchuria. China would not discriminate in who they conducted business with.

· This treaty lacked a method of enforcement.

Seven bilateral treaties were also signed, including the Shantung Treaty which returned control of Shantung province and its railroad to China from Japan.

US Open Door Policy:


Secretary of State John Hay envisioned this policy. He wanted to secure international agreement of US policy of promoting equal opportunity for international commerce in China. Hay proposed a free, open-market in China. However, this did not protect China if a country had attempted to seize its territory and also occurred when the US was closing its doors to Chinese immigrants. 
Bolshevik Revolution

In 1917, Russia had experience two revolutions. The February Revolution saw the rise of the Provisional Government and the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II. However, in October, The Bolsheviks were able to overthrow the Provincial Government. The Balkan states: Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia played a key role in this revolution. The Baltic nations had been ruled over for many years and served a period a serfdom until the 19th Century. In 1905, the peasants of the Baltic nations began to lose faith in Tsar Nicholas II as the Russian Navy was defeated by the Japanese. ‘Bloody Sunday’ (22 Jan 1905) really threw Russia into a state of disorder. Hundreds of unarmed demonstrators were fired upon during a protest in St. Petersburg. Several uprisings occurred and Nicholas II was forced to use heavy punishment to halt the protests.
February Revolution:


The Russia Army, ill-equipped and using outdated material, had been losing to the Germans in 1917. Russia had seen a rise in inflation and employment and a depletion of food and ammunition due to the war. Soldiers and peasants each turned against Tsar Nicholas II and demanded a redistribution of land. Nicholas was forced to abdicate his throne on February 28, 1917. Though the Provisional Government had power, the ‘worker Soviets’ also held power. The worker Soviets began the release of several political prisoners and allowed those in exile to return including Lenin.

October Revolution:


The Provisional Government was unable to correct the issues that the Tsarist regime had faced and thus, began imprisoning radicals recently freed. However, Vladimir Ilich Lenin had returned from exile and began promoting power to the Soviets. He promised bread and land and peace with Germany. On October 24-25, 1917, a ‘bloodless coup’ occurred. Red Guards and Bolsheviks stormed the Winter Palace and arrested members of the Provisional Government. However, an election one month later failed to give the Bolsheviks power, so they dissolved the Constituent Assembly. This forced a Civil War between the Bolsheviks and the ‘Whites’ (White Guard Volunteer Army- led by General Kornilov and contained former officials, Cossacks, nobles, military leaders, and socialists who wanted a monarchy). The ‘Whites’ were not a very unified group and with the help of Latvia, the Bolsheviks defeated them. September 1918 saw the promotion of Latvian Commander Jukums Vacietis to Commander-in-Chief of the Red Army. However, the Bolsheviks (now Communists) were forced to fight a Civil War until 1920. The reason being was the Allies had troops in the Baltic States and did not leave until 1920.
Red Scare and Palmer Raids:

 
In 1919, Wilson appointed a new attorney general, Mitchell Palmer of Pennsylvania. Palmer was a liberal supporter of worker’s rights and women’s suffrage. In April, 38 bombs had been mailed to American politicians in an attempt to allow anarchy to form. 7 November 1919 saw the first raid. Thousands of anarchists had been rounded up and even more in December. Aboard the Bufford, now called the Soviet Ark, anarchists, including Emma Goldman, were deported to Finland and Russia. Eventually, Palmer lost support in his efforts; many believed he was trying to gain a Democratic Presidential Nomination in 1920.
America during World War I

Election of 1916: Woodrow Wilson had been renominated as the Democratic candidate in June at the Democratic national convention held in St. Louis. The Democratic slogan, “He kept us out of war,” did not sit well with Wilson. The Republicans nominated Charles E. Hughes as their candidate. Theodore Roosevelt did not receive the nomination. Bull Moose activists pushed Roosevelt to run, but he believed third party politics would put him on the losing end. Hughes was seen as the war candidate, though he shared similar feelings about the war as Wilson, because of Roosevelt’s speeches. Anti-war sentiments were high in 1916. The nation assumed Hughes had won the election until California reported in their vote tally. The Republican platform was based on the rights of the people. The party sought to protect the rights of individuals. They also continued their support of the tariff and also the Monroe Doctrine. The Democrats also believed in maintain the Monroe Doctrine and the tariff.

Democrats: Electoral Vote-227; Popular Vote- 9,129,606

Republicans: Electoral Vote- 254; Popular Vote- 8,538,221


Socialists: Electoral Vote- 0; Popular Vote- 585,113
Espionage Act (1917): Passed in 1917 in response to public criticism of US entry into the Great War, the Espionage Act provided for penalties of 20 years in prison and fines up to $10,000. The law imprisoned those that interfered with military recruitment in any way. It also allowed the Postmaster General to remove treasonable mail. Over the course of a few months, over 900 people were convicted and sent to prison, including Eugene V. Debs, Max Eastman, John Reed, Emma Goldman, and Bill Haywood. 

On 23 August, six affiliates of the Jewish anarchist group, Frayhayt, were convicted of publishing anti-war articles. Over 450 supporters of the articles were arrested for their objections. Rose Pastor Stokes was sentenced to ten years in prison for her letter to a news magazine. She stated in the letter, “no government which is for the profiteers can also be for the people, and I am for the people while the government is for the profiteers.”

Sedition Act (1918): Passed in 1918, the Sedition Act made it illegal to convey false statements about American war efforts or employ “disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language about the government, Constitution, or flag of the United States.” A. Mitchell Palmer and his assistant, John Edgar Hoover, employed these two acts against radicals and left-wing members. They rounded up over 1500 people. Though most were released, Emma Goldman, Mollie Steimer, Alexander Berkman, and 245 others were deported upon the Soviet Ark to Finland and Russia.[image: image1.png]



