CCBC Labor Studies Program
HIST 112—American History II
Class Debate on Immigration

As the economy faltered after The Panic of 1873, especially in California, American workers began to think that Chinese immigrants were the cause of the economic hardships, and a debate raged—then as now—over closing the U.S. borders. The anti-immigrant feelings led to passage of The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, supported by groups like The Supreme Order of Caucasians and signed by President Chester A. Arthur.

Our class debate will be:

TEAM #1—supporting the Act, and using arguments advanced by Denis Kearney and  H.L. Knight of the California workingman’s Party and by Governor John Bigler of California.

TEAM # 2—opposing the Act, using sources like B.E.G. Jewett and Joseph McDonnell.


You will have to look up their original sources and you should find it helpful to check out some of the historical background, especially since advocates on both sides were themselves immigrants.

You will find original leaflets, along with great background, at the National Archives
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/chinese-boycott/#documents
Another terrific site, with documents is:

http://www.asianamericanmedia.org/separatelivesbrokendreams/indie.html
