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CHAPTER 6—CRITICS OF THE NEW DEAL

The 1930s was filled with social movements and conflicts, and not all of them—contrary to popular stereotypes—involved the government even if many of the movements were political or designed to pressure government activity. It was a time of considerable social change and experimentation—

There were also conflicts within the federal government from conservative congressmen and, most importantly, from the Supreme Court, which continually ruled that New Deal legislation was unconstitutional until FDR took on the court by threatening to expand it. There was also a significant electoral movement at both the federal and local levels in a radical direction, creating pressure on FDR
For some groups, like the AFL, there was a general distrust of government policies, and the AFL initially opposed many of the New Deal relief programs. The conservative union officers also worried that government programs would replace the union as the protector of wages, pensions, overtime—in some areas, Unemployed Councils grew to create political pressure and to develop barter systems and co-operative plans.
Some historians, like David M. Kennedy believe that the pressure from both sides forced FDR to move to promises to action by 1935 because the Depression persisted into 1935, when 20% of American workers were still unemployed. (Kennedy, p. 218)

Would the New Deal channel revolutionary political thinking into the two-party system, with capitalism basically untouched, or would it be swept away?—this was a key question 

In Congress, a disgruntled group of Republicans, including Philip and Robert “Young Bob” LaFollette, Jr., Burton Wheeler and others who both fear FDR’s increasing internationalism and his cautious approach to Wall Street. Phil LaFollette proclaimed: “We are not liberals. Liberalism is nothing but a sort of milk-and-water tolerance . . . I believe in a fundamental and basic change. I think a cooperative society based on American traditions is inevitable.” (quoted Kennedy, p. 220)—the bothers started the Wisconsin Progressive Party in 1934
All of the critics on the left were opposed to laissez-faire capitalism—regarded Looking Backward as the model--

At the same time as these internal debates, significant changes were happening outside the country

January 30, 1933—Hitler sworn in as German Chancellor by President Paul von Hindenburg


February 27, 1933—Reichstag fire--


March 6, 1933- Nazi Party won 43.9% of votes in election, not enough for majority rule but enough, supported by the SA (Sturmabteilung, or “storm troopers”) paramilitary troops, put Hitler into absolute power


July 14, 1933—the Nazi Party declared to be the only legal political party in Germany 

December 5, 1933—repeal of Prohibition by the 21st Amendment

On the left
Some critics felt the New Deal was too cautious and conservative and too close to Wall Street
“The Depression has increased radicalism in this country—no one knows how much.”
1. Huey Pierce Long, Jr. (August 30, 1893 — September 10, 1935)—“Other than Franklin Roosevelt himself, no figure flashed more incandescently across the Depression-darkened political landscape” (Kennedy, p. 235)-- nicknamed The Kingfish, served as the 40th Governor of Louisiana from 1928 to 1932 and as a U.S. senator from 1932 to 1935, so for two years he was both governor and senator—considered by many to be as charismatic as FDR—a populist Democrat, he was noted for his radical policies and campaigned throughout Louisiana in 1928 as an anti-capitalist with the slogan “Every man a king but no man wears a crown” and gained huge support from the poor rural areas—
Kennedy maintains that Long reflected Winn Parrish, LA, in the north central LA, whose residents were poor white farmers who had supported the Union, the Populist movement and who had voted for Debs in 1912—1/5 of the white men were illiterate, and a higher percentage of blacks--once elected governor in 1928, he started an ambitious program of public construction (LA had only 300 miles of paved roads), schools, school books, even though Caddo parish (around Shreveport) sued to state to prevent the distribution of the free textbooks, arguing that the parish should not accept “charity” from the state—he attacked Standard Oil and the other large corporations and began to create a political machine throughout LA—he is often vilified for creating this machine but, to be fair, he was only responding to the existing machine which developed out of Reconstruction, and had wealthy whites and major corporations, like Standard Oil, controlling all of the offices throughout the state—for a political machine, the local sheriff was the key
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      In 1930, Long ran for the Senate while continuing to serve as governor—always called FDR “Frank” because he thought FDR was a snob-- 

         

                 An original backer of FDR in the 1932 presidential  election,  who helped hold some of the conservative southern states for him at the Democratic convention,  Long split with Roosevelt in June 1933 because he realized that FDR did not really expect to “redistribute the wealth” and Long allegedly planned to mount his own presidential bid—FDR later compared Long to Hitler and Mussolini and in 1934 ordered an IRS audit of Long’s finances—Long was clean but several of his political operatives were indicted—FDR considered Long and Douglass MacArthur to be the most dangerous men in the country (Schlesinger)—


In May, 1933, Long denounced the NIRA:  “Every fault of socialism is found in this bill without one of its virtues. It is a combination of every evil that can possibly be imagined, worse than anything proposed under the soviet.” (quoted Hiltzik, p. 125)
He gave a major speech iover the radio on February 23, 1934, with the Share Our Wealth (SOW) program--reprising the motto “Every Man A King, No Man Wears A Crown” proposing new wealth redistribution measures in the form of a net asset tax on corporations and individuals to curb the poverty and crime resulting from the Great Depression. He proposed confiscating great fortunes through a federal capital levy tax to prevent a family from holding a fortune of more than $5 million and distributing the money to every household in the form of a “household estate” of $ 5,000.00 each so that every family would have a house, a car and a radio!--a guaranteed income for all families of $25,000.00/year (nearly double the median family income at the time), pensions of $30/month for the elderly, shorter working hours, a bonus for every veteran and free college education, a 30-hour work week for 11 months/year, increasing the need for workers—the federal government, instead of paying farmers not to grow or to destroy their crops as Henry Wallace, called by Huey “the ignoramus of Iowa,” advocated, would buy and store agricultural surpluses 

Long claimed he drew up these principles in one night with a pencil and a yellow pad—got a lot of criticism from established magazines and commentators but Share Our Wealth Clubs opened all across the country, mostly in the south—by 1935, Long claimed that in one week, 40,000 letters were received and by April, 1935, Long’s senate office was getting 60,000 letters a week, forcing him to expand and hire more clerical staff—at this point, Gerald L.K. Smith joined the movement--Share Our Wealth Society claimed credit for FDR’s win in 1932 and then equated FDR and Hoover, before calling for a national movement [Johnson-Documents p. 175]--
In 1933, Long published an autobiography called Every Man a King and in 1935, My First Days in the White House and the Democrats assumed that Long’s activities were a preparation for his candidacy for President in 1936
Long  created a nationwide network outside the Democratic Party of radicals and used both radio addresses and his own newspaper to spread the information—to stimulate the economy, Long advocated federal spending on public works, public education, old age pensions and other social programs. He was an ardent critic of the Federal Reserve System’s policies to reduce lending. Charismatic and immensely popular for his social reform programs and willingness to take forceful action, Long was accused by his opponents of dictatorial tendencies for his near-total control of the state government. He was a very strong isolationist, who had opposed the Spanish-American War and many historians credit him with FDR’s “turn to the left” in 1935—FDR remarked that he stole Long’s idea to create Social Security

In January 1935, Long made a radio address that he had tried to get FDR to keep his promises but had given up because he saw FDR spending so much time with Rockefeller and the Astors—referred to FDR in a speech in the Senate in April, 1935, as “Prince Franklin,” or “the Knight of the Nourmahal,” a reference to Vincent Astor’s yacht which FDR enjoyed—after each radio program, Long got 100,000 letters—began to talk about an alliance with Father Coughlin and the LaFollettes praised his platform of redistributing the wealth—
In February, 1935, Long objected to FDR’s $4,800,000 work relief bill because it did not include a provision for a minimum wage—attached an amendment for “prevailing wage” which got supported from both political extremes—the radicals thought it was good social policy while the conservatives thought adding the provisions would sink the bill—FDR worried about exhausting funds too quickly—Huey “had taken up the amendment because of his devotion to a principle—he believed in economic justice and thought that the amendment represented a step toward this goal. He often responded to such idealistic impulses . . .” (Williams, p. 803)
In 1935, FDR struck back over the radio, through Hugh Johnson, who on March 14, 1935 in an address called “the Pied Pipers,” attacking the partnership of Long and Father Coughlin, “the priest and Punchinello”: “Hitler couldn’t hold a candle to Huey in the art of the old Barnum ballyhoo. . . . a new sucker every second. . . .Between the team of Huey and the priest, we have the whole bag of crazy or crafty tricks possessed by any Mad Mullah”—Johnson denounced a “great Louisiana demagogue and this political padre” whose goal was to see “an American Hitler” (Williams, p. 808)

Long responded on the floor of the Senate the next day, referring to the fact that Hugh Johnson once worked for Bernard Baruch, claiming that Baruch, “whose motto is “You Make ‘em, we break ‘em,”  “is the man who is running the country . . . We thought we were swapping from Hoover to Roosevelt and we were swapping from Baruch to Baruch.” (quoted Hiltzik, p. 224)—attacked Johnson directly by referring to the NRA as “The National Racketeering Association” or “National Ruin Association”—a major policy speech in which Long promised to campaign against conservative southern Democrats--
Secret polls of Louis Howe showed that Long could get 10% of the anticipated vote in 1936, taking key states like New York away from FDR—Democrats theorized that Long’s strategy was to cut away states from FDR in the 1936 election so Republican would be elected, opening the way for Long in 1940 as the country would turn once again to the left—
In the spring, 1935, FDR said that he might have to take over some of Long’s ideas “to steal his thunder” but also looked at some sort of national action against LA to punish Long—Ickes looked at stopping all federal allotments to the state and, when Huey objected, Ickes accused him of having “halitosis of the intellect” (Williams, p. 813)

                 At the height of his popularity, Long was shot on September 8, 1935, at the Louisiana State Capitol in Baton Rouge and died two days later at the age of 42. It is unclear whether he was assassinated, or accidentally killed by bodyguards who believed an assassination attempt was in progress. His last words were reportedly, “God, don’t let me die. I have so much left to do”—he has been played by Ed Asner, Sean Penn and John Goodman in movies and was portrayed in All the Kings’ Men as a violent fraud and not as a serious reformer
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HISTORIOGRAPHY: There is debate over how much impact Long had on FDR’s legislation—Kennedy claims that FDR had already planned Social Security and the NLRA and banking reform so only the Wealth Tax Act “truly answers to the description of a Roosevelt political initiative undertaken in direct response to the Coughlin and Long agenda” (p. 242)


The other controversy is the attack on Long’s political machine but there is a lot o f elitism and defense of the old guard whom Huey destroyed politically—in the novel All the Kings’ Men, Robert Penn Warren, a Rhodes Scholar who originally defended segregation and taught at LSU—Huey’s pride and joy—from 1933-1942, depicts Huey in a very negative way, as “the Boss,” as politically and morally corrupt whose “idealism” is simply political ambition--
Huge Huey Long historical web site

       http://hueylong.com/index.php 

Huey Long: Share the Wealth; Every Man A King, Income Redistribution; Tax the Rich

        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYOHDM7SN5U&feature=related (5:31)

        
How the two parties are the same.

        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avGl7k4OGJY&feature=related (1:09)

        
Anti-Long newsreel from Paramount—very funny and typical speech attacking the two parties
        http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&feature=fvwp&v=MCtx34SnVC4 (3:51)

The Assassination of Huey Long

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0C4pt7X6HI&feature=related (4:09)--excellent
2. Upton Sinclair—ran for governor of California in 1936 on the EPIC platform—with 28% of California either unemployed or dependents on unemployed, Sinclair changed his registration from Socialist (where he had run 5 times for different offices) to Democrat and started to campaign for public use of land and factories—
Campaign over view http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xd86rJsLnWE&feature=related (5:27)—excellent overview
EPIC campaign—part 1 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AS77eZVIsXc (7:48)

EPIC campaign—part 2 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16xdCQIae4w (7:30)

The attack ad on EPIC http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPQfLqnsLEg&feature=related (4:50)
3. Dr. Francis E. Townsend—a doctor who was horrified in 1933 to see old women rummaging through garbage cans for food, he got involved in politics and devised the Old Age Revolving Pension Plan which proposed paying to all unemployed citizens over the age of 60 a $200/month stipend as long as they spent all of it in 30 days—credited with the basis for Social Security—in a letter to the Long Beach newspaper, he stated that “it is just as necessary to make some disposal of our surplus workers as it is to dispose of our surplus wheat or corn”
The Townsend Plan Movement 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B10O4qUR7tY&feature=relmfu (7:25)
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David H. Bennett. “The Revolt of the Old Folks.” American Heritage (1964).Great history of Townsend and his campaign to establish a government-supported old age income plan—held a convention in Cleveland of a group called Old Age Revolving Pensions, Ltd. in 1936 to push FDR—attracted 11,000 delegates—the movement started in Long Beach, CA in 1933 when Townsend had been displaced from his position as assistant director of the City Health Office, where he saw firsthand the distress that the Depression caused for older people—“They were good men and women, they had done all they could, had played the game as they had been taught to play it, and suddenly, when there was no chance to start over, they were let down.” [this could have been written in 2010]—Townsend calculated a small “transaction tax” of 2%, assessed on every transaction from raw material to final market, to fund a monthly payment of $ 150, later raised to $ 200/month, for every citizen over the age of 60 who retired—mandated that all of money be spent within 30 days so the “velocity of money” would stimulate the economy—retirement income would also open up jobs for younger workers—a major cultural change: originally, the Depression was considered an aberration after the prosperity of the 1920s, and older workers were the responsibility of their families or private charities, both structures which had failed after 1929 for everyone—“Most Townsendites had grown to adulthood believing that they were heirs to a tradition of self-reliance and rugged individualism. The America of their youth was a land of opportunity, in which a man’s failure was seen generally as the result of his own inadequacy, in which the thrifty could count on security in their old age. It was also a land of close family ties, where old age was respected. But in the 1930’s, these ideas were becoming only memories. Industrialization was destroying the nation’s tradition rural and small-town way of life. . . . Even old age seemed to lose its dignity; the highest premium in the land seemed to be on youth.”--started a newspaper, The Townsend Weekly, with a circulation of 300,000, and ad revenues of ¾ of a million dollars—affirmed its belief in the capitalist system so that the radical proposal would not be attacked as “red” or “atheist”—“a way of redeeming the promises of the little red schoolhouse”—an aura of evangelism—in late 1935, Townsend sent letters to all 531 congressmen for support but only 60 agreed, and FDR and his administration was opposed—Townsend denounced “a congressional conspiracy”—
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FDR introduced the Social Security bill with a payment of $ 30/month for citizens over the age of 70, which Townsend called “a miserable dole” and “an insult to elderly Americans”—the debate was over taxation/payment for the new fund—FDR also tried to ridicule the Townsend Plan—“a wild-eyed scheme for looting the treasury of the United States”—in early 1936, Townsend responded by called the New Deal “a misdeal . . . where political appointees experiment in human misery”—even accused the administration of “Mussolini fascism”--founded the Townsendite Party, which estimated strength in 8-10 states—with new support from Father Coughlin, a Union Party was created to run William Lemke, a Republican congressman from North Dakota, for president—at the convention in 1936, the coalition ruptured over personalities and a hatred for FDR—red baiting the president as “an agent of Stalin”—as the Union campaign faltered in late summer, 1936, Townsend began to move toward Landon—after FDR’s colossal victory, Townsend continued to campaign for his plan until 1960, when he died at age 90—Bennett claims “the great Depression created a crisis in which messianic leaders could flourish”---“The old Doctor pushed his followers too far and too fast in the election campaign of 1936, but for many hectic months, his campaign was a force to be reckoned with”—the whole article is a disdainful depiction of an important campaign, that responded with a sense of urgency to a real crisis while FDR looked at “political realities”-
4. Governor Floyd Olson (MN)—elected on the Farmer-Labor ticket and declared “I hope the present system of government goes right to Hell”—a former IWW member and of the socialist Non-Partisan League, Olson demanded government ownership of key industries--”a third party must arise and preach the gospel of government and collective ownership of the means of production and distribution,” he wrote in the magazine Common Sense in  1935—(Kennedy, p. 221)
5. Senator Burton Wheeler (MT) ” "Wheeler began to feel himself frozen out of the New Deal. If any Senator was entitled to a voice in inner administration councils, it was Wheeler. But Roosevelt rarely consulted him. Wheeler, who had conducted for years a lonely fight for progressivism in the Democratic party, now saw southern conservatives like Joe Robinson, Pat Harrison, and Jimmy Byrnes installed as White House favorites...The ingratitude seemed deliberate: when Wheeler was up for re-election in 1934, Roosevelt traversed the state without mentioning his name, and then went on to Wisconsin to pay tribute to La Follette as well as conservative Democrat Ryan Duffy. All this played upon the instinct for grievance which lay just under the surface of Wheeler’s breezy Montana geniality. He now both rationalized and aggravated his resentment by pouncing on every evidence of conservatism in the administration." (Schlesinger, The Politics of Upheaval, 139)
6. Norman Thomas—ran for office five times on the Socialist Party ticket, and became the most popular figure after Debs died in 1926—eventually ran for President six times--worked to bring a new militant approach to the Socialist Party for the 1934 election—“I am not the champion of lost causes, but the champion of causes not yet won”-- The 1934 Declaration of Principles was a political platform of the Socialist Party of America (SPA) passed at the May 1934 National Convention held in Detroit, Michigan. The document committed the organization to "refuse collectively to sanction or support any international war" and condemned the "bogus democracy of capitalist parliamentarism" in favor of establishment of a "genuine workers' democracy." The 1934 Declaration of Principles was instrumental in causing a split of the SPA, with its so-called "Old Guard" faction exiting the organization en masse to establish a rival organization, the Social Democratic Federation, in 1936
7. The League for Independent Political action—founded in 1929 by Sen. Paul Douglas and John Dewey who proclaimed “Capitalism must be destroyed” because there is no way to “control and humanize a decaying system”—
8. The Communist Party—the CP went through a series of shifts—in the early 1930s, there was no co-operation with bourgeois democracy—the NIRA was “a fascist slave program” and FDR’s program “is the same as finance capital the world over . . the same as Hitler’s program.” (Kennedy, p. 222)—the party was founded in 1919 after the Russian Revolution and gained some support as “the frankly revolutionary party” but shifted by  1936 to support FDR—Ickes noted in 1934 that “the country is much more radical than the administration”—FDR would have to move to the left to capture the mood—the whole Popular Front movement brought the CP into support for FDR and the New Deal policies
9. John L Lewis--When he was masterminding the sit-down strike at General Motors in 1937, he called upon Roosevelt to support his efforts. When it was not forthcoming, he bitterly wrote him off. Lewis was basically a Republican who brought a lot of resources to sup[port FDR in the 1936 election and felt betrayed when FDR proclaimed “a pox on both their houses” during the sit-down—FDR and John Nance garner were bitterly split over the sit-down strikes, with Frances Perkins supporting the workers and Garner demanding that federal troops be called out because of the attack on private property--although Lewis favored many aspects of the New Deal, he was opposed to Roosevelt running again in 1940, although there are also anecdotes that Lewis wanted to run, or wanted to be VP candidate--. Lewis threatened to resign as president of the CIO if Roosevelt was elected. He carried out this threat but retained his leadership of the United Mine Workers of America.
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     CONSERVATIVE OPPOSTION TO THE NEW DEAL
       Since the New Deal was popularly known as a “radical” movement, there was considerable backlash from conservative elements, beginning a cultural conflict that continues until the present day—sets of values, cultural assumptions and an increased role (or reliance) on the federal government

1. Reverend Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith—born in Wisconsin, Smith became the pastor at Kings Highway Disciples of Christ Church in Shreveport, LA in 1929, where he met Huey Long, who had a law office in Shreveport  and the two became political allies—in the early 1930s, Smith supported fascist movements, including the silver Shirts, a pro-Nazi group led by William Dudley Pelley but instead became a national organizer for the Share the Wealth movement, which appealed to poor white farmers and small-town merchants—a great speaker, Smith was described by H.L. Mencken as “the gutsiest and goriest, loudest and lustiest, the deadliest and damndest orator ever heard on this or any other earth…the champion boob buster of all epochs”—after Long’s assassination in 1935, Smith continued his agitation, founding several vehicles to fight communism, liberalism, organized labor, and Jews: the Committee of One Million; the Christian Nationalist Crusade; a monthly publication, The Cross and the Flag; the America First Party and the Christian Nationalist Party-- when Francis Townsend faltered in front of a Congressional committee, he was helped by Smith—after a meeting in Baltimore, Smith proclaimed that “we here and now join hands in what shall result in a nation-wide protests against the Communistic dictatorship in Washington”—
Speech by Smith in 1951 but a good overview of his beliefs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHNWuN7hEUg (18:33)
2. Father Charles Coughlin—“the radio priest”—first broadcast in Detroit in 1926 on WJR in response to Klan cross burnings—in 1931 he created his own radio network with donations from listeners, mostly working class Irish and German Catholic immigrants living in large cities—an early supporter of FDR, he later became both anti-capitalist and anti-Semitic—in 1933, he got support o be named as an “economic advisor” to the US delegation to the London economic Conference and Coughlin regularly lobbied for “petty administrative posts for his protégés” (Hiltzik, p. 220)--criticized FDR as a “tool of Wall Street” and called for nationalizing the Federal Reserve System as he attacked as “un-American” rich eastern bankers, white Anglo-Saxon Protestant aristocrats and Ivy League intellectuals—FDR sent [image: image6.jpg]


Joseph Kennedy and Frank Murphy to try to change Coughlin but Coughlin became a rabid anti-FDR—supported Huey Long and then became more extreme and anti-Semitic—eventually he broke with Long, who called Coughlin “Just a political Kate Smith on the air. They’ll get tired of him.” (quoted Hiltzik, p. 223)--proclaimed a support for workers and a hated for communism—in 1935, Coughlin visited the White House with evidence to show FDR that several New Dealers were communists--created The National Union for Social Justice in early 1936, just as Huey Long announced the “Share The Wealth Society”—
By 1936, Coughlin had veered into open anti-Semitism—he expressed sympathy for   Hitler’s occupation policies, described Bolshevism as a Jewish phenomenon and printed the Protocols of Zion in his magazine, Social Justice—eventually the US Post Office banned Social Justice from the mails and the government looked at deporting him back to Canada—a new archbishop appointed in 1937 pressured him and by 1942, forced Coughlin off the air

Father Coughlin before the 1936 Election http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IS9_gqCytV4 (5:45)—excellent introduction
Speaks with Huey Long and William Lemke

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfu_pLb0swA&feature=relmfu (2:43)

So This is Democracy http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gCGysPhpLo&feature=related (10:27)—radio address--isolationist and anti-Semitic
Not Anti-Semitism but Anti-Communism

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVMK4pyB_YM (10:00)
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The American Liberty League--The League's goal was to "defend and uphold the Constitution" and to "foster the right to work, earn, save and acquire property." The League spent between $500,000 and $1.5 million in promotional campaigns; its funding came mostly from the du Pont family, as well as leaders of U.S. Steel, General Motors, General Foods, Standard Oil, Birdseye, Colgate, Heinz Foods, Chase National Bank, and Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company—prominent founders included Al Smith, for whom FDR was a kind of  protégé, Dean Acheson, and John W. Davis, the 1924 Democratic presidential nominee--The League labeled Roosevelt's Agricultural Adjustment Administration "a trend toward Fascist control of agriculture." Social Security was said to "mark the end of democracy"—supported Alf Landon in 1936 but, at his request, did not make a formal endorsement—the beginning of millionaires’ funding of conservative political action causes—Smedley Butler claimed the Lobby had approached him about leading a military coup against FDR but could never prove it—FDR used the Lobby as a main target in the 1936 election, attacking it as a Republican ally eager to 'squeeze the worker dry in his old age and cast him like an orange rind into the refuse pail.”
Video on coup http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nCFmMWs1bY (3:38)
4. “The Jew Deal”—according to Propoganda Analysis for January 1, 1939, there were about 800 organizations in the US that could be called “fascist”Wolfskill, p.61)—the same appeal to scapegoats that worked in Germany was attempted in the US, combining anti-semitism and anti-communism and had a “moratorium on brains” (Wolfskill, p. 63)—FDR’s critics accused him of secretly being Jewish and having “a Jewish cabal”—Rev. Gerald B. Winorad of Witchita, KS, created a geneological chart in 1934 to try to prove that FDR had “a biological as well as a political problem”—tried to prove that the Roosevelt family was originally the Rossocampo family, exiled from Spain and subsequently called Rosenberg, Rosenbaum, Rosenblum and Rosenvelt—claimed the Delanos were also Jewish—Robert Edward Edmondson produced a pamphlet in 1934 called Blame the Rosenvelts because the admnistration as dominated by “Invisible Jewish Leadership”—referred to “Judocrats” and “Ju-Dealers”
Nazi Party in America—excellent documentary
Part 1  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wURo1SaBMy4&feature=related (9:58)

Part 2 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlCzFYm3924 (9:52)

Part 3 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iR9BfuhqdcU&feature=related (8:51)
5. Lawrence Dennis—wrote The Coming American Fascism in 1935 as a positive endorsement—tried to provide a blueprint

6. Seward Collins—started the magazine American Review in 1933 to endorse fascism—stated that the choice was “Communist collectivism or personal liberty under fascism”—
7. Knights of the White Camilla—a Klan group in West Virginia which used the swastika as its insignia—revived a secret organization started in the south during Reconstruction—
Modern interview with Knights of the White Camilla/KKK member http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqltcF_bdx0&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLE828CE2C7E726AAE&skipcontrinter=1 (7:22)

8. The Silver Shirts—led by William Dudley Pelley, who wrote that during a near-death experience, he met with God and Jesus Christ, who instructed him to undertake the spiritual transformation of America-- ran for President in 1936 on the Christian Party line—referred to FDR as “the Kosher president”—after the 1936 election, Pelley talked about a Second Civil War “to overthrow the Jew-Communist usurpers who have seized the American government.” (Wolfskill, p. 70)—ironically, Pelley was later investigated by the House Un-American Activities Committee
9. William “Big Bill” Hutchinson—president from 1915-1952 of the Carpenters Union--Hutcheson was highly conservative in his politics and supported Republican candidates from Harding to Eisenhower--a vocal opponent of the New Deal, calling Roosevelt a "dictator" in 1936 and accusing him of condoning communist subversion by refusing to support Martin Dies' House Un-American Activities Committee in 1940. He opposed federal legislation during the Great Depression that would have reduced the working day to six hours and provided unemployment insurance and campaigned against Harry S. Truman's proposal for national health insurance as "socialized medicine". He was also a member of America First, the organization headed by Charles Lindbergh that opposed any United States support for Britain or the Soviet Union in the years before Pearl Harbor.
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Ayn Rand—"In Franklin Delano Roosevelt's New Deal policies, Ayn Rand saw the makings of a fascist nation. The author of a new biography of the conservative icon says Rand would have seen Obama's stimulus plan, bank bailout program and health care initiative as "a gigantic power grab. She would have been horrified," Anne Heller tells All Things Considered host Guy Raz. Heller's new book is titled Ayn Rand and the World She Made. Heller calls Rand "perhaps the most important communicator of conservative ideas to the America people." Rand believed the dollar sign "was a better symbol than the cross, because it didn't require the sacrifice of anybody. Rand parodied Roosevelt's support for things like collective bargaining and wage and price controls during the Great Depression in her famous book, Atlas Shrugged."
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=114373264 

"Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the 32nd President of the United States, initially won Rand's vote when he first ran for president. But she detested the New Deal programs he implemented and, by his third term, was parodying them in her novels."

http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/2011/1015/Six-things-you-probably-didn-t-know-about-Ayn-Rand/FDR-supporter 

---thanks to Julia Hammid (Spring, 2012) for this information above on Ayn Rand
Rand's first literary success came with the sale of her screenplay Red Pawn to Universal Studios in 1932, although it was never produced. Red Pawn features the theme of the evil of dictatorship, specifically of Soviet Russia. Red Pawn is a spy thriller set on Strastnoy Island in an undisclosed location in northern Soviet Russia during the 1920s. On the island is a converted monastery used as an institution for political prisoners. The screenplay follows Joan Harding, aka Frances Volkontzev, an American woman who infiltrates Strastnoy Island to free her imprisoned husband, Michael Volkontzev.

Rand's first novel, the semi-autobiographical We the Living, was published in 1936. Set in Soviet Russia, it focused on the struggle between the individual and the state.
       Radio show with Jennifer Burns, “Goddess of the Market: Ayn Rand and the American Right” http://newbooksinhistory.com/2009/10/09/jennifer-burns-goddess-of-the-market-ayn-rand-and-the-american-right/ 
11. Wendy Wall. Inventing the “American Way” (2009)--  The Liberty League, like the Tea Party of 2010, was financially supported by very wealthy men, who mobilized working people to oppose “government tyranny,” and began to immediately challenge the culture of the New Deal—the National Association of Manufacturers began to attack the New Deal in 1934—US corporations “abandoned their historic focus on promoting individual products, legislative policies, or corporate images, and for the first time joined forces in a broad-based defense of laissez-faire capitalism in general.” (49)--in 1934, the president of the Chamber of Commerce proclaimed that “the government is in the hands of an organized mob” (49) and became even more rabid after the 1936 when the New Deal “veered to the left,” after the “Tories” and “royalists” were unable to influence the 1936 election—created movies, syndicated columns, radio shows, books, advertisements and “documentary” films—portrayed class harmony guaranteed by big business and not by the government—even changed the vocabulary from “private enterprise” to “free enterprise”—industry thought it needed to “sell itself” and tried to convince the public that “mass production, low prices are the offspring of business bigness”(50)—“engineering consent”—DuPont sponsored a weekly radio program called Cavalcade of America, stressing that chemistry has continued to the happiness of Americans—also glorified the capitalists—Wall describes one program about Jane Addams and Hull House, in which her activities anger an Irish ward boss and a local sweatshop owner, who plant newspaper articles that drive a mob to ransack and burn Hull House—Jane got financial help from the National Association of Manufacturers—the message was the manufacturers were “honorable, even generous men” (52)—also supported by GM, these programs reached millions every week—by 1937, NAM spent more than $ 800,000 on its advertising programs—translated into many languages, and even used a “payroll stuffer” that came with workers’ paychecks—
12. Charles Lindbergh—one of the most controversial episodes—Lindbergh was a very strong isolationists who was either a Nazi supporter and the victim of a FDR smear campaign—decades of discussion over what Lindbergh believed
13. Private corporations--The TVA created enormous opposition, both from private power companies who feared the competition and from the ruling class generally, who did not want to see government ownership shown to be successful—in a preview of 2012, John Fort, a utility executive, wrote an article “Public Ownership of Utilities will Destroy Jobs” because the TVA will undercut his employer and by “paralleling lines,” compete directly for customers—he worries that if the TVA is successful, the government might go into other business fields and he will be “about to lose my job at the hands of my own government.”—claims the TVA is “just camouflage” and is the first step to extensive government ownership, masked as a “charity”—“Why is the government going to put my employer out of business and take my job away from me?” (Haugen, pp. 140-142)
In his biography of Victor Fleming, director of The Wizard of Oz and Gone With the Wind, Michael Sragow quotes Victor Saville: “Both Fleming and Sam Wood died at a very early age from heart attacks; having listened to both for hours on end on their tirades against the Establishment about the amount of income tax they had to pay, I am convinced they died of Franklin Roosevelt.” (p. 374)

The Supreme Court
 
The various social conflicts and electoral campaigns often hid the determined effort by the Supreme Court to prevent the enactment of much of the New Deal legislation—led to the attempt by FDR in 1937 to expand the Court-- Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes provided a swing vote during the critical Depression and New Deal eras, although liberal senators had assumed that he would hold conservative positions when he was nominated by Hoover in 1930—in eight of the ten cases ruling on New Deal programs, the court declared they were unconstitutional—in January, 1936, the Supreme Court moved into its new building, “A magnificent structure with fine big windows to throw the New Deal out of,” said The New Yorker magazine (quoted Kennedy, p. 329)

FDR and the Supreme Court—time line http://newdeal.feri.org/court/chron.htm 
         Schechter Brothers (Monday, May 27, 1935—known as “black Monday”) “the sick chicken case”-- in 1935, in A.L.A. Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States, the Supreme Court unanimously declared unconstitutional the NIRA, a central piece of New Deal legislation, calling it “delegation run riot”—
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The Live Poultry Code, written and promulgated by the Roosevelt administration in 1934, was a part of the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA Great Depression. Section 3 of NIRA gave the president authority to approve such "codes of unfair competition." Roosevelt's poultry code fixed the maximum number of hours a poultry employee could work, imposed a minimum wage for poultry employees, and banned certain methods of "unfair competition." 
             There were originally sixty charges against Schechter Poultry, which were reduced to eighteen charges plus charges of conspiracy by the time the case was heard by the U. S. Supreme Court. Among the eighteen charges against Schechter Poultry were "the sale to a butcher of an unfit chicken" and the sale of two uninspected chickens.

Schechter Poultry Corporation, the defendant in the case, purchased live poultry from contractors in New York City and Philadelphia and sold slaughtered poultry to retailers and butchers in Brooklyn. Schechter was charged by the U.S. government with violating the poultry code by selling "unfit chickens," illegally selling chickens on an individual basis, avoiding inspections by local poultry regulators, falsifying records of poultry sold, and selling poultry to non-licensed purchasers. Schechter was convicted in a federal district court, lost an appeal to the circuit court, and appealed to the Supreme Court, which reviewed the case in 1935.

In reviewing the conviction of the poultry company for breaking the Live Poultry Code, the Court held that the code violated the Constitution's separation of powers because it was written by agents of the president with no genuine congressional direction. The Court also held that much of the code exceeded the powers of Congress because the activities it policed were beyond what Congress could constitutionally regulate. 
There were also side issues about whether the regulation as the NIRA allowed customers to buy a whole or half chicken of their choice, called “straight killing, “a rule which was in direct conflict with Kashrut laws, which also served as an informal health code in the Jewish community and whose implementation offended their Orthodox customers..  As Shlaes points out, the phrase “glatt kosher” referred to the fact that the lungs of the animal were smooth (which is what “glatt” means) and therefore free of tuberculosis.  Inspecting the lungs was part of the official process of conferring Kosher status on a butcher shop.  Removing unhealthy animals from the stock was one of the core principles of keeping Kosher, and the rabbinical inspectors were fanatic about doing this.  But so were customers who had the right to refuse individual animals.  This minimized the risk of an unhealthy animal getting through when both seller and buyer did such inspections.
The Supreme Court held that the Live Poultry Code was unconstitutional and that the conviction of Schechter must be overturned. First, the Court found 
· that the president lacked the power to write the code, citing the U.S. Constitution, Article I, which states that all legislative power is to be vested in the Congress. Article I is thus violated if Congress grants its exclusive legislative power to the president. The NIRA allowed the president to write new codes, such as the poultry code, so long as they regulated "unfair competition." 
· The Court found the phrase "unfair competition" too ambiguous to constitute an "intelligible principle" necessary to limit the president's actions in enforcing the NIRA. Lacking such a principle, the NIRA effectively allowed the president "unfettered discretion" to create "new laws" without congressional approval. 
Second, the Court held that the poultry code violated the Constitution's Commerce Clause. The Constitution limits the activities over which Congress may legislate, reserving all other activities for the states to govern. 
· While the Constitution allows Congress to regulate "interstate commerce" under the clause, the Court found Schechter's activities had nothing to do with interstate commerce. Schechter bought poultry from out of state, but its offending conduct was confined to New York State. The activities of Schechter thus fell outside congressional power because they constituted intrastate (in-state) commerce. 
· Additionally, some provisions of the poultry code were found unconstitutional on their face. The effect of a butcher's hours and wage practices on interstate commerce, for example, was found far too "indirect" to be within the congressional powers to regulate under the Commerce Clause. 
· Shlaes claims that the court case was “tinged with anti-Semitism.”
Michael Savage on Schechter http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bY-RUtVMHhQ (10:03)—modern attack on New Deal and Obama bringing socialism to America
John Semonche. “The U.S. Supreme Court and Roosevelt’s New Deal.” http://www.dlt.ncssm.edu/lmtm/docs/newdeal/script.pdf
United States v. Butler (January 6, 1936)--the Supreme Court invalidated the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933. Justice Owen Roberts, writing for himself and five other justices, held that the AAA "invade[d] the reserved rights of the states" by endeavoring "to regulate and control agricultural production, a matter beyond the powers delegated to the federal government." Specifically, the Court held that the AAA violated the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution, which declares: "The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." Assuming that Congress could not directly compel farmers to reduce acreage or cull livestock, the Court held that Congress "may not indirectly accomplish those ends by taxing and spending to purchase compliance."—Roberts specifically challenged a basic AAA policy of taxing processors and using the money to pay farmers to limit production, stating “making the payment of a government subsidy to a farmer conditional on the reduction of his planned crops went beyond the powers of the national government.”
Morehead v. New York ex. rel Tipaldo (June 1, 1936)—by a 5-4 majority, the New York state minimum wage law was ruled “an unconstitutional infringement on freedom of contract”—the owner of a laundry had been arrested and sent to jail for not paying the state minimum wage to women--Justice Harlan Fiske Stone privately called the decision “one of the most disastrous” and looked at the logic: the Supreme Court said that a state has no power to regulate minimum wages for women but then said that the matter was local, and not federal so “we seem to have Uncle Sam tied up in a hard knot.” (quoted Kennedy, p. 329)—in his dissent, Chief Justice Hughes stated: “And I can find nothing in the Federal Constitution which denies to the state the power to protect women from being exploited by overreaching employers through the refusal of a fair wage as defined in the New York statute and ascertained in a reasonable manner by competent authority.”-- Dean Acheson, appointed by FDR in 1933 as an Undersecretary of the Treasury and later Secretary of State, filed a brief for the state of CT
Carter v. Carter (May 18, 1936)—overturned the Guffey Act—details in Chapter 8
These decisions started FDR on a course to drastically change the composition of the court—some consideration for a constitutional amendment in 1935-36 but by 1937, the so-called “court packing” proposal was put forward--
The Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the TVA--the Alabama Power Company brought a suit against TVA that was argued before the Supreme Court. They claimed that in entering into the electric utility business, the government had exceeded its Constitutional powers. In February 1936 the Supreme Court ruled that TVA had the authority to generate power at Wilson Dam, to sell the electricity, and to distribute that electricity. In 1939 the Court upheld the constitutionality of the TVA Act.
When the Court ruled in favor of West Coast Hotel v. Parrish, the state of Washington minimum wage law, followed by NLRB v Jones and Laughlin Steel Co., in 1937, the court demonstrated a shift
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