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CHAPTER 5—FOREIGN ISSUES OF THE 1930S
Even though the isolationist feeling was high in the US, events were happened around the world that would bring the US into World War II. 
For the purposes of this class, we will focus on six important countries: Italy, Germany, Japan, China, Spain and the Soviet Union, with a brief description on India
We will also look at the various versions of fascism, which is an attempt to create a “classless society,” a triangle of capitalists, workers and the government. Both Hitler and Mussolini came from “socialist” movements and Mussolini was actually a real socialist in the period before World War I, at which point many of the socialist parties became more nationalist and nationalizing. The similarities of the corporate structure of fascism and the NIRA were a constant topic but territorial expansion and, in Germany, anti-Semitism, anti-gay, anti-foreign were stronger. In all fascist movements, anti-communism was a major component, as it was in the New Deal. The European movements in Italy and Germany were supported by paramilitary movements, eventually financed by the government, that supported “electoral” efforts
ITALY - The Italian economy also fell into a deep slump following World War I. Anarchists were endemic, Communist and other Socialist agitators abounded among the trade unions, and many were gravely worried that a Bolshevik-style Communist revolution was imminent. After a number of liberal governments failed to rein in these threats, King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy invited Benito Mussolini to form a government on October 29, 1922. 
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Owing to his father's political leanings, Mussolini was named Benito after Mexican reformist President Benito Juárez, while his middle names Andrea and Amilcare were from Italian socialists Andrea Costa and Amilcare Cipriani-- Mussolini became active in the Italian socialist movement in Switzerland in 1902-03, working for the paper L'Avvenire del Lavoratore, organizing meetings, giving speeches to workers and serving as secretary of the Italian workers' union in Lausanne. By 1910, he was considered to be one of Italy's most prominent Socialists. In September 1911, he participated in a riot, led by Socialists, against the Italian war in Libya. He bitterly denounced Italy's "imperialist war" to capture the Libyan capital city of Tripoli, an action that earned him a five-month jail term--with the outbreak of World War I in August, 1914,  a number of socialist parties initially supported the war when it began-- He claimed that for Italy, the war would complete the process of Risorgimento by uniting the Italians in Austria-Hungary into Italy and by allowing the common people of Italy to be participating members of the Italian  nation in what would be Italy's first national war. Thus he claimed that the vast social changes that the war could offer meant that it should be supported as a revolutionary war
After being ousted by the Italian Socialist Party for his support of Italian intervention, Mussolini made a radical transformation, ending his support for class conflict and joining in support of revolutionary nationalism transcending class lines--on 5 December 1914, Mussolini denounced orthodox socialism for having failed to recognize that the war had brought about national identity and loyalty as being of greater significance than class distinction. His transformation was fully demonstrated in a speech he made in which he acknowledged the nation as an entity, a notion that he had previously rejected prior to the war, saying:

The nation has not disappeared. We used to believe that the concept was totally without substance. Instead we see the nation arise as a palpitating reality before us! ... Class cannot destroy the nation. Class reveals itself as a collection of interests—but the nation is a history of sentiments, traditions, language, culture, and race. Class can become an integral part of the nation, but the one cannot eclipse the other. The class struggle is a vain formula, without effect and consequence wherever one finds a people that has not integrated itself into its proper linguistic and racial confines—where the national problem has not been definitely resolved. In such circumstances the class movement finds itself impaired by an inauspicious historic climate

The Fascists maintained an armed paramilitary wing, which they employed to fight Anarchists, Communists, and Socialists.
The March on Rome was a coup d'état by which Mussolini's National Fascist Party came to power in Italy and ousted Prime Minister Luigi Facta. The "march" took place in 1922 between 27–29 October 27-29, 1922—he led his Fascist party (from the Roman fasces, or “bundle,” symbolizing “strength through unity”) to Rome and staged a coup—he became the Prime Minister—on January 3, 1925, Mussolini made a defiant speech before the Chamber in which he took responsibility for squadristi (paramilitary groups called Blackshirts) violence (though he did not mention the assassination of socialist deputy Giacamo Matteotti). He also promised a crackdown on dissenters. Before his speech, MVSN (National Security Volunteer Militia--Milizia Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale) detachments beat up the opposition and prevented opposition newspapers from publishing. Mussolini correctly predicted that as soon as public opinion saw him firmly in control the "fence-sitters", the silent majority and the "place-hunters" would all place themselves behind him. This is considered the onset of Mussolini's dictatorship

Mussolini pushed for government control of business: by 1935, he claimed that three quarters of Italian businesses were under state control. That same year, he issued several edicts to further control the economy, including forcing all banks, businesses, and private citizens to give up all their foreign-issued stocks and bonds to the Bank of Italy. In 1938, he also instituted wage and price controls.
During this time, the Sicilian Mafia in Italy, which had flourished since at least the mid-19th century, was under attack from the Fascist regime of Mussolini Some Sicilian Mafiosi escaped to the United States, where they got involved in bootlegging and became part of the burgeoning American Mafia.  The Mafia in the U.S. and Sicily were separate entities, although the Americans adopted some Italian traditions, including omerta, an all-important code of conduct and secrecy that forbid any cooperation with government authorities


In an effort to create an Italian Empire – or as supporters called it, the New Roman Empire– Italy set its sights on Ethiopia with an invasion that was carried out rapidly. Italy's forces were far superior to the Abyssinian forces, especially in regards to air power, and they were soon victorious. Emperor Haile Selassie was forced to flee the country, with Italy entering the capital Addis Ababa to proclaim an empire by May 1936, making Ethiopia part of Italian East Africa
The relationship between Mussolini and Adolf Hitler was a contentious one early on. While Hitler cited Mussolini as an influence and expressed privately great admiration for him,[73] Mussolini had little regard for Hitler, especially after the Nazis had assassinated his friend and ally, Engelbert Dollfuss the Austrofascist dictator of Austria in 1934-- Mussolini was particularly sensitive to German accusations that the Italians were a mongrelized race-- By 1938, the enormous influence Hitler now had over Mussolini became clear with the introduction of the Manifesto of Race. The Manifesto, which was closely modeled on the Nazi Nuremberg laws[ stripped Jews of their Italian citizenship and with it any position in the government or professions

In April 1939 with world focus on Hitler's invasion of Czechoslovakia, looking to restore honor from a much older defeat Italy invaded Albania. Italy defeated Albania within just five days forcing king Zog to flee, setting up a period of Albania under Italy. Until May 1939, the Axis had not been entirely official, but during that month the Pact of Steel treaty was made outlining the "friendship and alliance" between Germany and Italy, signed by each of its foreign ministers.


Short bio (no sound) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mF4ZjJ88wU (6:53)
Long documentary http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyvX-WVWTQU (47 minutes)

Mussolini: Italy’s Nightmare http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4lwQskW3Dk (46 minutes)


Mussolini’s Henchmen http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC3v8Q01hwg (46 minutes)
Rise and Fall of  Benito Mussolini (Italian commentary) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7_VC0VA4TI 
GERMANY - The democratic German republic, known as the Weimar Republic (1919-33), was affected by hyperinflation and other serious economic problems. Nationalist elements under a variety of movements, including the Nazi Party led by the Austrian Adolf Hitler, blamed Germany's "humiliating" status on the harshness of the post-war settlement, on faults of democracy, on Social Democrats and Communists, and on the Jews, whom it claimed possessed a financial stranglehold on Germany.
Great time line for Hitler http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm 

 
In Germany, like in the radically diminished Austria, the citizens, or at least the educated classes, remembered the pre-war years under autocratic rule as prosperous – the post-war years under democratic rule (due to the failings of Proportional Representation under the Weimar Government), however, as chaotic and economically disastrous. Social tensions after the worldwide economic depression following the Stock Market Crash of 1929 aggravated the political situation. Anti-democratic parties in the Reichstag (parliament), both left-wing and right-wing, obstructed the parliamentary work, while different cabinets resorted to governing by the special emergency powers of the Weimar constitution, which enabled the President and the Cabinet, in concert, to effectively bypass the parliament. 
November 8, 1923—a beer hall putsch in Munich, where Adolph Hitler leaps up on a table, fires two shots into the ceiling and declares “The National Revolution has begun”—on November 9, 3,000 storm troopers marched on the center of Munich but were pushed back by police—Goering was shot and hidden in Austria and Hitler was arrested—


One of Hitler’s early supporters was Henry Ford, though the relationship has long been both controversial and debatable—Ford was well known in his fervent hatred towards Jewish people (a hatred shared by fellow super-financier J.P. Morgan) and Ford's flagrant financial and political backing of Adolf Hitler—in 1920 Henry Ford distributed a series of 81 articles in his newspaper, the Dearborn Independent, which focused on the "corruption" of Jews in American life. When "fighting filth," one of the articles professed, “the fight carries you straight to the Jewish camp." The filth referred to was the American movie industry--in the same year Ford began financing the little known Hitler's anti-Jew, nationalist movement in Munich. It was Ford's funds (reported to be as high as $70,000) that helped finance Hitler's failed Bavarian rebellion in [image: image2.jpg]


Munich. During Hitler's trial it was discovered that Ford's associates came in contact with Hitler's mentor Dietrich Eckart, while trying to sell Germany tractors. Eckart asked for financial aid and got it almost immediately from Ford. Four days following Hitler's release from Landsberg prison, he stayed at the home of a wealthy friend where he received a new copy of Mein Leben und Werk (My Life and Work) by Henry Ford, a book he would revere and read carefully--Hitler hung Ford's picture on his wall and wrote in Mein Kampf that Ford was a great man who had confronted Jewish power; he quoted Ford's book extensively. Some of Ford's early quotes seem to be something straight out of Hitler's mouth: "The international financiers are behind all war. They are what is called the International Jew - German Jews, French Jews, English Jews, American Jews . . . the Jew is a threat." Hitler told a Detroit News reporter that he regarded "Henry Ford as my inspiration."

In 1932, Hitler came to Berlin at the invitation of President Hindenburg but Chancellor Papen refused to resign and stated: “That man for Chancellor? I’ll make him a postmaster and he can lick stamps with my head on them.” (Churchill, p. 69) ----in November, 1932 elections, the Nazis lost votes but on January 30, 1933, Hitler became Chancellor and immediately attacked the Communists:

1. All demonstrations by the German Communist party were forbidden
2. A roundup of weapons belong to the Communists
3. On February 27, 1933, the Reichstag burned and 4,000 people, including the Central committee of the Communist Party, were arrested overnight, as the Browns shirts and Black Shirts, under the direction of Goering, roamed the streets
4. Communists were removed as an electoral force so in the next elections, the Nazis dominated

In 1934, German President Hindenburg died and on August 19, Hitler became Fuhrer of Germany-- 
Rise of Hitler http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2YEUhHFMHY (4:16)
    
In March 1935,  Hitler publicly announced that Germany would no longer obey the Treaty of Versailles--violated the Treaty of Versailles by introducing compulsory military conscription in Germany and rebuilding the armed forces. This included a new Navy (Kriegsmarine), the first full armored divisions (Panzerwaffe), and an Air Force (Luftwaffe) -- German Jews stripped of rights by Nuremberg Race Laws. 

 In 1936, German troops occupy the Rhineland

Axis power created by treaty between Germany, Italy and Japan

1938—Germany seizes Austria in an anschluss (annexation) and later occupies the Sudetenland, a Czech province with a large German population —on September 29-30, Hitler and Chamberlain signed the famous Munich agreement and declared “I believe it is peace in our time” but Churchill said it was “a clear and unmitigated defeat”—
 In 1938, as German invaded Austria and subjected Jews there to the same treatment as in Germany--FDR organized an international conference on “the refugee problem” at Evian, France, but the meeting of more than 30 countries was told by the US State Department that no changes would be made in US immigration laws—by this time, more than 250,000 Jews had fled German and Austria and 300,000 more were ready to emigrate

In October, 1938, 12,000 Polish-born Jews were deported from Germany in one night, each allowed to take one suitcase—as a result, Herschel Grynszpan, living in Paris, shot the third secretary at the German embassy in revenge—as a result, and after von Rath died, Hitler

· Halted publication of all German magazines and newspapers

· Banned Jewish children from public schools

· Authorized Kristallnacht on November 9, 1938, during which 90 Jews were killed in the streets, 2,000 more in the concentration camps, businesses were ransacked and any insurance claims were required to be paid to the German government--

Germany then invaded Czechoslovakia and Italy invades Albania
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August 23, 1939--Soviet Russia' Foreign Minister Molotov signs the Nazi-Soviet Non-aggression Pact with German Foreign Minister Von Ribbentrop so Germany would not have to fight on two fronts—in September, Germany and the Soviet Union invaded Poland—as a result, France and England declared war on Germany—in November, the Soviet Union invaded Finland and was expelled from the League of Nations—
1940—Germany invaded Norway and Denmark—Holland surrenders and Churchill became Prime Minister—in May, British troops are evacuated from Dunkirk and Belgium surrenders and on June 14, the German army enters Paris—on June 10, German planes begin to bomb England and the Battle of Britain began—in October, Germans invaded Romania
1941—continued bombing of England—in April, Greece surrenders to Germany—there was heavy fighting in North Africa, as Rommel and the tank corps--the Bismarck was sunk on May 27—on June 22, in the campaign called Operation Barbarossa, the Germans invaded the Soviet Union—in August, FDR and Churchill signed the Atlantic Charter
JEWISH ACTIVITY--For the US, the pressure from Jewish-Americans was a major issue for FDR—it was a very complex issue, involving 

· a deep national sense of isolationism, 

· some anti-Semitism, concerns and 

· immigration and unemployment

· the sense by FDR that the US needed to take care of its own problems first

· support from isolationists, especially southern Democrats, for major pieces of the new Deal

· support for Nazism as it attacked Bolshevism—for example, Winston Churchill stated:
There is no need to exaggerate the part played in the creation of Bolshevism and in the actual bringing about of the Russian Revolution, by these international and for the most part atheistical Jews, it is certainly a very great one; it probably outweighs all others. With the notable exception of Lenin, the majority of the leading figures are Jews. Moreover, the principal inspiration and driving power comes from the Jewish leaders. Thus Tchitcherin, a pure Russian, is eclipsed by his nominal subordinate Litvinoff, and the influence of Russians like Bukharin or Lunacharski cannot be compared with the power of Trotsky, or of Zinovieff, the Dictator of the Red Citadel (Petrograd) or of Krassin or Radek -- all Jews. In the Soviet institutions the predominance of Jews is even more astonishing. And the prominent, if not indeed the principal, part in the system of terrorism applied by the Extraordinary Commissions for Combating Counter-Revolution has been taken by Jews, and in some notable cases by Jewesses. The same evil prominence was obtained by Jews in the brief period of terror during which Bela Kun ruled in Hungary. The same phenomenon has been presented in Germany (especially in Bavaria), so far as this madness has been allowed to prey upon the temporary prostration of the German people. Although in all these countries there are many non-Jews every whit as bad as the worst of the Jewish revolutionaries, the part played by the latter in proportion to their numbers in the population is astonishing.



--Zionism versus Bolshevism", Illustrated Sunday Herald (February 1920)

Felix Frankfurter was one of FDR’s closest advisors, and mentor to many young New Deal supporters in government agencies, but according to Shogen both Brandeis, who had been mentor to Frankfurter,  and Frankfurter “became a sophisticated apparatus for fending off such efforts” to help German Jewish refugees—as early as 1933, Jewish figures criticized Frankfurter’s inaction—“It was shaped by a combination of deep-rooted insecurity and consuming ambition, and in one way or another, and in various venues, he had been playing it most of his life.” (Shogen, p. 86)—FDR was politically cautious about a new wave of immigration at a time when the economy was in bad shape—a new archive (thanks to Julia Hammid for spotting this one) has the papers of Ambassador James G. McDonald, the first US ambassador to Israel, who stated that “his conversations with President Roosevelt about visas for refugees from Germany show that the President supported an increase in the granting of visas but was worried about Congressional reaction. This picture is very different from the claim that he was indifferent to the fate of Jews or motivated only by political calculations.”  

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/press/archives/detail.php?category=02-collections&content=2004-04-22 
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Shogen claimed that also in the State Department were strong anti-Semites like Assistant Secretary of State Frank Carr, who described a trip to Detroit as “dust, smoke, dirt, Jews” (Shogen, p. 107)—Frankfurter was nominated by FDR to the Supreme Court in 1938

American Jewish Congress—more radical than The American Jewish Committee—led by Rabbi Stephen Wise--In 1933 while acting as honorary president of the American Jewish Congress, Wise led efforts for a Jewish Boycott of Germany. He stated "The time for prudence and caution is past. We must speak up like men. How can we ask our Christian friends to lift their voices in protest against the wrongs suffered by Jews if we keep silent? What is happening in Germany today may happen tomorrow in any other land on earth unless it is challenged and rebuked. It is not the German Jews who are being attacked. It is the Jews"--urged by Wise to protest to the German government, U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull issued a mild statement to the American ambassador to Berlin complaining that "unfortunate incidents have indeed occurred and the whole world joins in regretting them."

In 1945, after returning from the Yalta Conference, FDR told Wise that he regretted not doing more for “your cause”—FDR had advocated with Saudi king Ibn Saud to allow the establishment of Palestine and Ibn Saud refused, saying co-operation with the Jews was impossible

American Jews tried to help Jewish refugees in Brazil, who were being deported by the new president in November, 1937, Getulio Vargas, who staged a coup and took dictatorial powers—was very friendly to Hitler and wanted stronger economic ties with Germany—

In 1938, as German invaded Austria and subjected Jews there to the same treatment as in Germany, FDR organized an international conference on “the refugee problem” at Evian, France, but the meeting of more than 30 countries was told by the US State Department that no changes would be made in US immigration laws—by this time, more than 250,000 Jews had fled German and Austria and 300,000 more were ready to emigrate

In October, 1938, 12,000 Polish-born Jews were deported from Germany in one night, each allowed to take one suitcase—as a result, Herschel Grynszpan, living in Paris, shot the third secretary at the German embassy in revenge—as a result, and after von Rath died, Hitler
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Halted publication of all German magazines and newspapers

Banned Jewish children from public schools

Authorized Kristallnacht, during which 90 Jews were killed in the streets, 2,000 more in the concentration camps, businesses were ransacked and any insurance claims were required to be paid to the German government--


In the following 10 months, 115,000 Jews emigrated but FDR replied that “the time is not ripe” for mass emigration of Jews to the US—held to the quota system—some of FDR’s advisers advocated increased quotas, claiming that more people would “aggregate demand” and actually improve the economy—FDR advocated colonization to either Africa or South America—between 1938-1941, an estimated 40,000 Jews emigrated to Latin america--Henry Morgenthau, Secretary of the Treasury, proposed that the US acquire British and French Guiana in exchange for war debts as potential sites by FDR refused, allegedly stating that “It would take the Jews five to fifty years to overcome the fever.” (Shogen, p. 136)

Another possible colony were the Cameroons, a British territory in West Africa—never proved economically feasible


A third possibility, proposed by Harold Ickes, was to let Jews emigrate to Alaska—would also begin economic development—some Dust Bowl family had located in Alaska—Ickes even 
described it like the Pilgrims fleeing religious persecution and coming to the hostile shores of the US—Alaska was a territory so the immigration quotas would not apply—opposition from the State Department who worried about “Jewish Marxists” and from Rabbi Wise, who feared that the impression would be “that Jews are taking over some part of the country for settlement” (Shogen, p. 139)—eventually FDR considered allowing 10,000 settlers/year for five year, and not more than 10% could be Jews—according to Ickes, this protected FDR against attacks from anti-Semites but did nothing to help the European Jews—in the end, FDR did nothing

A new book, FDR and the Jews by Richard Breitman and Allan J. Lichtman (2013) presents a specific history, listing FDR’s support for Jews:

· Supported Palestine as a homeland

· Appointed a Jew to the Supreme Court 

· Chose Morgenthau as secretary of the Treasury

· Appointed enough close advisers that he was attacked for “the Jew Deal”

Reviewer David Oshinsky asserts that this book is “the ultimate middle-ground approach”—that  FDR did more than other presidents but not much—FDR focused on domestic policies and worried about allowing more immigrants when unemployment was so high—even a bill to allow Jewish children to emigrate was defeated—FDR later felt that raising the issue would hurt support for the war preparation in the late 1930s--
Review http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/07/books/review/fdr-and-the-jews-by-richard-breitman-and-allan-j-lichtman.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 


Response by Murray Polner http://hnn.us/articles/murray-polner-review-richard-breitman-and-allan-lichtmans-fdr-and-jews-belknap-2013 

By November, 1939, as Germany invaded France, Belgium and Holland, FDR’s advisers shifted focus and began to advocate for military action against German rather than for immigration—there is a video of a “trial” of FDR on changes of abandoning Jews--
FDR the “terrible president”—no sound http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wovs48eWw-M (3:19)
SS St. Louis—Part I (great history)

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWIar7JUAMQ&feature=related (8:04)

FDR has come under severe criticism for his approach to “the Jewish question” although a lot of it is hindsight—still accusations that both FDR and Eleanor were “genteel anti-Semites” persist

Was Joseph Kennedy an anti-Semite? http://hnn.us/articles/was-joseph-kennedy-really-anti-semite   The question is important because, as the Ambassador to England starting in 1939, he had to deal with the “German question”

FDR’s Indelible Failure—review by Richard Cohen sums up some of the arguments

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/richard-cohen-fdrs-moral-failure-on-the-holocaust/2013/03/11/6bb9ef56-8a76-11e2-8d72-dc76641cb8d4_story.html 
SOVIET UNION/RUSSIA

After the revolution of October, 1917, Russia became by 1921, the Soviet Union and was regarded by many around the world as an inspiration for the future—it was also regarded by the ruling class as a major threat and so anti-communism became an important political force—red baiting was an important political movement in the US and became even more critical during the 1930s—discuss the Red Scare of 1919 and the Palmer Raids
The US Communist Party--Russia supported financially through the Third International (1919-1943), or Comintern, activities in the US—the US Communist Party was declared in May, 1921--only five percent of the members of the newly formed party were native English-speakers. Many of the members came from the ranks of the Industrial Workers of the World-- the Communist Party USA came under attack from state and federal governments and later the Federal Bureau of Investigation. In 1919, after a series of unattributed bombings and attempted assassinations of government officials, and judges (later traced to militant Galleanist adherents of radical anarchist Luigi Galleani), the US Department of Justice headed by Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, acting under the Sedition Act of 1918, began arresting thousands of foreign-born party members, many of whom the government deported. The Communist Party was forced underground and took to the use of pseudonyms and secret meetings in an effort to evade the authorities.

The party apparatus was to a great extent underground. It re-emerged in the last days of 1921 as a legal political party called the Workers Party of America--The American communists embarked then on the arduous work of locating and winning allies--That work was, however, complicated by factional struggles within the CPUSA. The party quickly developed a number of more or less fixed factional groupings within its leadership: a faction around the party's Executive Secretary C.E. Ruthenberg, which was largely organized by his supporter Jay Lovestone; and the Foster-Cannon faction, headed by William Z. Foster, who headed the Party's Trade Union Educational League, and James P. Cannon, who led the International Labor Defense (ILD) organization

In 1928 there were about 24,000 members. By 1932 the total had fallen to 6,000 members. Opposing Stalin's Third Period policies in the Communist Party USA was James P. Cannon, who was expelled from the party. He then founded the Communist League of America with Max Shachtman and Martin Abern, and started publishing The Militant. It declared itself to be an external faction of the Communist Party until, as the Trotskyists saw it, Stalin's policies in Germany helped Hitler take power. At that point they started working towards the founding of a new international, the Fourth International.

In the United States the principal impact of the Third Period was to end the CPUSA's efforts to organize within the AFL through the TUEL and to turn its efforts into organizing dual unions through the Trade Union Unity League. Foster went along with this change, even though it contradicted the policies he had fought for previously.

By 1930, the party adopted the title of Communist Party of the USA, with the slogan of "the united front from below". The Party devoted much of its energy in the Great Depression to organizing the unemployed, attempting to found "red" unions, championing the rights of African-Americans and fighting evictions of farmers and the working poor.[18] At the same time, the Party attempted to weave its sectarian revolutionary politics into its day-to-day defense of workers, usually with only limited success. They recruited more disaffected members of the Socialist Party and an organization of African-American socialists called the African Blood 
Brotherhood, some of whose members, particularly Harry Haywood, would later play important roles in communist work among blacks.

In 1932, the retiring head of the CPUSA, William Z. Foster, published a book entitled Toward Soviet America, which laid out the Communist Party's plans for revolution and the building of a new socialist society based on the model of Soviet Russia. In that same year Earl Browder became General Secretary of the Party. At first Browder moved the party closer to Soviet interests, and helped to develop its secret apparatus or underground network. He also assisted in the recruitment of espionage sources and agents for the Soviet NKVD.

The ideological rigidity of the third period began to crack, however, with two events: the election of Franklin D. Roosevelt as president of the United States in 1932 and Adolf Hitler's rise to power in Germany in 1933. Roosevelt's election and the passage of the National Industrial Recovery Act in 1933 sparked a tremendous upsurge in union organizing in 1933 and 1934. While the party line still favored creation of autonomous revolutionary unions, party activists chose to fold up those organizations and follow the mass of workers into the AFL unions they had been attacking.

The Seventh Congress of the Comintern made the change in line official in 1935, when it declared the need for a popular front of all groups opposed to fascism. The CPUSA abandoned its opposition to the New Deal and provided many of the organizers for the Congress of Industrial Organizations.

A great deal of CPUSA activity were affected by developments in the Soviet Union--in 1928, Stalin introduced the First Five-Year Plan for building a socialist economy, attracting attention from the west for people who advocated a “planned economy,” especially after the Crash of 1929--while encompassing the internationalism expressed by Lenin throughout the Revolution, it also aimed to build socialism in one country. In industry, the state assumed control over all existing enterprises and undertook an intensive program of industrialization. In agriculture, collective farms were established all over the country.

Famines ensued, causing millions of deaths; surviving kulaks were persecuted and many sent to Gulags to do forced labor. Social upheaval continued in the mid-1930s. Stalin's Great Purge resulted in the execution or detainment of many "Old Bolsheviks" who had participated in the October Revolution with Lenin. According to declassified Soviet archives, in 1937 and 1938, the NKVD arrested more than one and a half million people, of whom 681,692 were shot – an average of 1,000 executions a day. The excess deaths during the 1930s as a whole were in the range of 10–11 million. Yet despite the turmoil of the mid-to-late 1930s, the Soviet Union developed a powerful industrial economy in the years before World War II.

The early 1930s saw closer cooperation between the West and the USSR. From 1932 to 1934, the Soviet Union participated in the World Disarmament Conference. In 1933, diplomatic relations between the United States and the USSR were established. In September 1934, the Soviet Union joined the League of Nations. After the Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936, the USSR actively supported the Republican forces against the Nationalists, who were supported by  Italy and  Germany in what later was described as a “practice” for WWII.

               A major impact on the prestige of Communist Parties, especially in the US, were The Moscow Trials were a series of show trials in 1936 and 1937 in the Soviet Union which were orchestrated by Joseph Stalin and were the precursor to the Great Purge.

There were three major trials in the Moscow Trials, the Trial of the Sixteen, the Trial of the Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Center, and the Trial of the Twenty-One.

             The purpose of the trials was to eliminate any potential political challengers to Stalin's authority, especially Old Bolsheviks, including Leon Trotsky, who led the October Revolution, were accused of counter-revolutionary activity, sabotage, murder, and collaboration with fascism.
              In the United States, left-wing advocates such as Corliss Lamont and Lillian Hellman also denounced criticism of the Moscow trials, signing An Open Letter To American Liberals in support of the trials for the March 1937 issue of Soviet Russia Today. In the political atmosphere of the 1930s, the accusation that there was a conspiracy to destroy the Soviet Union was not incredible, and few outside observers were aware of the events inside the Communist Party that had led to the purge and the trials. The main target of the trials was Leon Trotsky, who had participated with Lenin in the October Revolution and advocated “Permanent Revolution” rather than “Socialism in One Country.”
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However, the Moscow trials were generally viewed negatively by most Western observers including many liberals. The New York Times noted the absurdity in an editorial on March 1, 1938: "It is as if twenty years after Yorktown somebody in power at Washington found it necessary for the safety of the State to send to the scaffold Thomas Jefferson, Madison, John Adams, Hamilton, Jay and most of their associates. The charge against them would be that they conspired to hand over the United States to George III." 
For some prominent former communists such as Jay Lovestone, who became a CIA agent and a high officer of the AFL-CIO, and Arthur Koestler, who published a novel, Darkness at Noon in 1941, the trials marked their final break with communism. 

In the US, the conflicts between the Communist party, which was officially affiliated with the Soviet Union, and the Trotskyites, were intermittent. The U.S. Workers Party was formed in December 1934. At that time, a different party, the American Workers Party (AWP) led by A.J. Muste merged with the Trotskyite Communist League of America (CLA) led by James P. Cannon forming the U.S. Workers Party. 
The Communist League of America led the Minneapolis Teamsters Strike of 1934 as militants— Ray Dunne, his brothers Miles and Grant, Carl Skoglund and later Farrell Dobbs—began by organizing coal drivers through a strike in the coldest part of 1933. The American Workers Party helped lead the 1934 Toledo Auto-Lite Strike to victory. One of the big public campaigns that the former Workers Party members led inside the Socialist Party was to expose what they saw as the injustices of the Moscow Trials, trials that were being supported by the Communist Party USA and there was constant conflict—mostly in magazines and newspapers—over tactics and the substance of the Soviet Union.
The tension between the two groups was evident in the Flint Sit-Down Strike and socialists, like the Reuther Brothers, Communists, like Wyndham Mortimer and Henry Kraus, and Trotskyites, like Bob Travis and Genora Dollinger, all participated.
Germany and the Soviet Union concluded the German–Soviet Nonaggression Pact and the German–Soviet Commercial Agreement on August 23, 1939 under which the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany each pledged to remain neutral in the event that either nation were attacked by a third party. The nonaggression pact made possible Soviet occupation of Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Bessarabia, northern Bukovina, and eastern Poland. In late November of the same year, unable to coerce the Republic of Finland by diplomatic means into moving its border 25 kilometers (16 mi) back from Leningrad, Stalin ordered the invasion of Finland. The first pact was an economic agreement, which Ribbentrop and Molotov signed on August 19, 1939.

The economic agreement committed the Soviet Union to provide food products as well as raw materials to Germany in exchange for furnished products such as machinery from Germany.
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During the first years of the war, this economic agreement helped Germany bypass the British blockade.
The announcement of the Non-Aggression Pact shocked many liberals in the US, resulting in the collapse of the Popular Front and the decline of the Communist party. In July, 1938, when Earl Browder was asked about the possibility of such a treaty, he scoffed that “There is about as much chance of such an agreement as of Earl Browder being elected president of the American Chamber of Commerce.” The movie Ninotchtka, released in 1939, satirized the treaty and the Russians.
In the east, the Soviet military won several decisive victories during border clashes with the Japanese Empire in 1938 and 1939. However, in April 1941, USSR signed the Soviet–Japanese Neutrality Pact with the Empire of Japan, recognizing the territorial integrity of Manchukuo, a Japanese puppet state.


Importantly, many Americans visited the Soviet Union in the 1920s and 30s—between 1920 and 1931, more than 80 books by American authors on the Soviet experiment were published, including books by Tugwell, Stuart Chase and Paul Douglas—Chase also published a book about Mexico, illustrated by a “new artist” named Diego Rivera—there were also Russian books on the 5-Year Plan—

Roger Baldwin, the founder of the ACLU, visited in 1927 and wrote a book, Liberty Under the Soviets. Originally, at the beginning of the ACLU, he had said, "Communism, of course, is the goal."—he later became anti-communist--in 1929, 2,500 Americans visited the Soviet Union—and 20,000 in 1931 and many of them intended to settle permanently--in the early 1930s, a few thousand Americans went to the Soviet Union to work, even if many of them believed that the move was  temporary. Many of them were idealistic people who wanted to contribute to the building of socialism. Some left the US in search of work, driven by the Depression. Another several hundred were workers for the Ford Motor company, after Henry Ford signed in 1929—after assuring himself that Stalin had no Jewish blood—a $40 million agreement to construct a complete factory to produce the Model A --a giant factor was built on the Volga River about 200 miles east of Moscow and called it “Gorky.”

In The Brothers Reuther, Victor Reuther describes how they went to Europe and then worked 1933-35 in at Gorky. At the end of the trip, Walter wrote, "the atmosphere of freedom  and security, shop meetings with their proletarian industrial democracy; all these things make an inspiring contrast to what we know as Ford wage slaves in Detroit. What we have experienced here has reeducated us along new and more practical lines.”—this letter, by the way, would haunt Reuther for decades—
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Rex Tugwell went to the Soviet Union—“Although Tugwell never endorsed communism, there were multiple facets of the Soviet system that he admired. He appreciated the active role of the government in regards to agriculture. Although Soviet farmers were still victims of the unbalance in the farmer/industry relationship, the government concerned itself with these matters, and attempted to do something about them. However, the most impressive to Tugwell were the Soviet villages. They were more cooperatively oriented than any New England town he had ever been to. . . . In his 1934 book, Our Economic Society and its Problems Tugwell reflected more on this matter. “Russia has accepted socialism in the form of communism,” he wrote, and “the result is at least worthy of serious consideration.” Overall, Tugwell argued that the Soviet system did not appear weak on the organizational side. “Activities are coordinated in the public interest,” and the motivation of profit is changed into the betterment of social welfare, he insisted. Since 1930, there has been little unemployment and most accumulated wealth has been directed toward social welfare. Furthermore, “men are not greatly influenced by speculation.” 
http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1185&context=masters 
In 1929, Joris Ivens went to the Soviet Union and was invited to direct a film on a topic of his own choosing which was the new industrial city of Magnitogorsk. Before commencing work, he returned to the Netherlands to make Industrial Symphony for Philips Electric which is considered to be a film of great technical beauty. He returned to the Soviet Union to make the film about Magnitogorsk, Song of Heroes in 1931. It was a propaganda film about this new industrial city which was mainly built by forced laborers, who however were portrayed by Ivens as communist volunteers. Ivens later referred to these forced laborers as "weed."
JAPAN


Another country which went through significant changes during the 1930s--in the Depression Years, Japan moved to acquire an Empire - 'The East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere'. This was due largely to the break-up of the world into trade blocs with Japan frozen out of many markets. The 1929 Depression hit Japan hard and the civilian government had no solutions to the problems presented by the worldwide depression and the civilian government looked weak. The unemployed of Japan looked to the strength of the army to assist their plight rather than to weak politicians. "The voice of senior army generals were heard and they argued campaign to win new colonies abroad so that the industries there could be exploited for Japan." 
The most obvious target was a full-scale invasion of Manchuria. The Manchurian Incident marked a significant change in Japan's foreign policy, especially towards its colony of Korea. The Japanese wanted to compete in a geopolitical struggle for domination with the United States, the Soviet Union, and many of European countries that had ambitions to hold their colonies in Asia. The invasion of Manchuria and the war mobilization efforts attempted to create a strong empire, which could eventual compete with these "world powers. Manchuria also provided Japan with both expanded markets and sources of raw materials
Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931, which was obviously criticized by the League of Nations and, as a result, Japan withdrew from the League. By 1931, Japan had invested vast sums of money into the economy of Manchuria, which was effectively controlled by the South Manchuria Railway Company.
Documentary on invasion in 1931

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=japanese+invasions+of+1930s&view=detail&mid=21D68E1E6C3EC74E8C0021D68E1E6C3EC74E8C00&first=0&FORM=LKVR3 (2:18)
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The Japanese government set up a "puppet state of Manchukuo" after they took over Manchuria. Manchuria was also taken in an effort to curb the advance of Chinese nationalist forces, which were threatening Japanese interests on the Asian continent. Manchuria was also used for their vast natural resources and raw materials, which would help further the economic goals of Japan.

The war effort in Korea and China included the mobilization of labor, in which the workers could be moved to various parts of the Japanese Empire, all to insure production for the war effort. Koreans worked in factories and mines in Manchuria, northern Korea and Japan. About 4,000,000 Koreans and Chinese were displaced from their homes and shipped to these factories so that they would be productive in Japan's war efforts. The war mobilization scattered Koreans and Chinese, as manpower, all over East Asia, in an effort to maximize production for the mother country.

American's reacted with the "Stimson Doctrine," named for Hoover’s Secretary of State, Henry Stimson, which stated in a note of January 7, 1932, to Japan and China,, that the United States would not recognize any treaty that impinged on the sovereignty of China and would not recognize international territorial changes that were executed by force. 
The invasion intensified the anti-Japanese feeling in the US, intensified by the Depression and by conflicts in the agricultural states. 
In 1937 Japan invaded China in what is called The second Sino-Japanese war that lasted until the defeat of Japan in 1945—captured the capital of Nanking in 1937-- historians estimate up to 300,000 Chinese were mass murdered in the Nanking Massacre (also known as the "Rape of Nanking"), after the fall of Nanking on December 13, 1937, while some Japanese deny the existence of a massacre—the US was involved through General Joseph Stilwell, who served three tours in China, where he became fluent in Chinese, and was the military attaché at the U.S. Legation in Beijing from 1935 to 1939. During this period, the Chinese main objective was to prolong the war as long as possible, exhausting the Japanese resources and building up the Chinese military capacity a strategy Stilwell called "winning by outlasting." Therefore, the National Revolutionary Army adopted the concept of "magnetic warfare" to attract advancing Japanese troops to definite points where they were subjected to ambush, flanking attacks, and encirclements in major engagements. The most prominent example of this tactic is the successful defense of Changsha in 1939 and again in 1941 while inflicting heavy casualties on the Imperial Japanese Army.

Local Chinese resistance forces, organized separately by both the Chinese communists and KMT continued their resistance in occupied areas to pester the enemy and make their administration over the vast lands of China difficult. In 1940 the Chinese Red Army launched a major offensive in north China, destroyed railways and blew up a major coal mine. These constant harassment and sabotage operations deeply frustrated the Japanese army and led them to employ the "Three Alls Policy" (kill all, loot all, burn all). It was during this time period that the bulk of Japanese war crimes were committed.

After the collapse of France, Japan moved to acquire bases in French Indo-China- this led by degrees to the war in the Pacific, especially after the US oil embargo in July 1941, and Pearl Harbor followed—the invasion of France in 1940 was the beginning of the end for the French Empire, and right after World War II, the Truman administration began to get the US involved in what was French Indo-China
CHINA
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Chinese Communist Party leader Mao Zedong forms the small enclave state called the Chinese Soviet Republic in 1931. Mao Zedong's Chinese communists begin a large retreat from advancing nationalist forces, called the Long March beginning in October 1934 and ending in October 1936 resulting in the collapse of the Chinese Soviet Republic. In 1931, anger against the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in northern China reverberated throughout the country. In cities like Shanghai, Chinese residents organized boycotts of Japanese goods. Perhaps in retaliation for the boycotts, Japanese forces bombed Shanghai on January 28, 1932. Japanese troops withdrew by the end of May, only to return with a full-scale invasion in 1937. In 1937, Nationalists, called the Kuomintang (KMT), or Chinese Nationalist Party, and Communists set aside their political differences to form a united front against the Japanese but Chaing Kai-Shek often refused to fight the Japanese to conserve resources to fight the Communists 
SPANISH CIVIL WAR—

The Second Spanish Republic was the government of Spain between April 14, 1931, and its destruction by a military rebellion, led by General Francisco Franco, is called The Spanish Civil War and was a major issue for US foreign policy. The war—and the refusal of FDR to support the elected government—has been a topic of political debate and second-guessing ever since.
Great documentary on the Spanish Civil War http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81RhewkQbOk 6 parts, approximately 62 minutes long for each episode

For all its international repercussions, the war’s root causes were domestic. Political and social tensions had been building up in Spain for years. Still predominantly an agrarian society with limited industrial centers, the country was rife with inequalities. In the countryside, traditional divisions endured between wealthy landowners, doggedly preserving their position, and a huge number of landless laborers and poverty-stricken smallholders, desperate to lift themselves from an existence of near-starvation. The situation of the urban working class was equally dismal. Illiteracy rates were high. The government that came to power after the proclamation of the Republic in 1931 embarked on an ambitious program of modernization, secularization, social justice, and greater regional autonomy, with the support of the liberal middle classes, the Socialist and Communist parties and unions, the regionalist parties, as well as the powerful Anarchist movement. It met with strong resistance from the landowners, the army, and the Catholic Church. These same three groups, together with the small but powerful fascist party (Falange), formed the backbone of the Nationalists. 
The Second Spanish Republic was proclaimed when King Alfonso XIII left the country following municipal elections in which republican candidates won the majority of votes.  Economic hardships led to the downfall of General Miguel Primo de Rivera's government on January 29, 1930, in the wake of the 1929 Wall Street Crash. Popular sympathy for the monarchy was greatly undermined following the king's support for Primo de Rivera's dictatorial regime. 

Alfonso XIII was sidelined by the Spanish people. For the working class he was the symbol of oppression, the middle class would not forgive or forget the dictatorial Primo de Rivera, and even the nobility and ruling class considered that his continuity was not an option. General Damaso Berenguer, handpicked by general Primo de Rivera led a new government and tried unsuccessfully to return to the democratic landscape prior to the dictatorship, but popular support was impossible. In the summer of 1930 there was a pact between various sectors of the "new" Republicanism. 
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Dear Congressman:

Two-thirds of our senators voted in favor of the BLOOD
THIRSTY WAR MONGERS AND MONEY CHANGERS.

Mr. Congressman, it s up to Y O U to show them
their mistakes. Vote fo retain the present embargo bl
thereby definitely keeping us out of war,

Let your conscience be your guide.

Yours for faith in God and your fellow men,




The king's departure led to a provisional government of the young republic under Niceto Alcalá-Zamora, and a constituent Cortes which drew up a new constitution, adopted on December 9, 1931. The municipal elections of 1931 that established the Second Republic brought to power an anticlerical government. The new constitution established freedom of speech and freedom of association, extended suffrage to women, allowed divorce and stripped the Spanish nobility of any special legal status. Initially it also largely disestablished the Catholic Church, a trend that was somewhat reversed in 1933.

The controversial constitutional articles 26 and 27 stringently controlled Church property and barred religious orders from engaging in education. Scholars have described the constitution as hostile to religion, one scholar characterizing it as one of the most hostile of the 20th century. Jose Ortega y Gasset, stated "the article in which the Constitution legislates the actions of the Church seems highly improper to me." Pope Pius XI condemned the Spanish Government's deprivation of the civil liberties of Catholics in the encyclical Dilectissima Nobis." 
The "Pact of San Sebastián" was the key to the transition from monarchy to republic. The Republicans of all tendencies were committed to the Pact of San Sebastian in overthrowing the monarchy and establishing a republic. The restoration of the Bourbons was totally rejected by large sectors of the population who were strongly against the King. The pact, signed by representatives of the main Republican forces allowed a joint anti-monarchy political campaign that ended with the suspension in the exercise of Royal power on April 17, 1931 self-proclaimed by the monarch who immediately exiled himself.

The majority vote in the 1933 elections was won by Spanish Confederation of the Autonomous Right (CEDA), led by José María Gil Robles, a coalition of centre-right and far-right parties. CEDA set up a coalition with the Radical Republican Party led by Alejandro Lerroux, which had come second in the elections. The Socialists came third. With Lerroux as head of Government, the new coalition Executive suspended most of the reforms of the previous government.

The inclusion of three CEDA ministers in the government that took office on October 1, 1934 led to a general strike and a rebellion by socialists and anarchists in Asturias on October 6. Miners in Asturias occupied the capital, Oviedo, killing officials and clergymen and burning theatres and the University. This rebellion lasted for two weeks until it was crushed by the army, led by General Francisco Franco, who in the process destroyed large parts of the city. This operation earned Franco the nickname "Butcher of Asturias". Another rebellion by autonomists in Catalonia was also suppressed, and was followed by mass arrests and trials.
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The suspension of the land reforms that had been attempted by the previous government, and the failure of the Asturias miners' uprising, led to a more radical turn by the parties of the left, especially in the PSOE (Socialist Party), where the moderate Indalecio Prieto lost ground to Francisco Largo Caballero, who advocated a socialist revolution. At the same time the involvement of the Centrist government party in the Straperlo scandal deeply weakened it, further polarising political differences between right and left. These differences became evident in the 1936 elections.

On January 7, 1936, new elections were called. Despite significant rivalries and disagreements the Socialists, Communists, and the Catalan and Madrid-based left-wing Republicans decided to work together under the name Popular Front. The Popular Front won the election on February 16 with 263 MPs against 156 right-wing MPs, grouped within a coalition of the National Front with CEDA, Carlists and Monarchists. The moderate centre parties virtually disappeared; between the elections, Lerroux's group fell from the 104 representatives it had in 1934 to just 9.

In the following months there was increasing violence between left and right. This helped development of the Fascist-inspired Falange Española, a National party led by José Antonio Primo de Rivera, the son of the former dictator, Miguel Primo de Rivera. Although it had only taken 0.7 per cent of the votes in the election, by July 1936 the Falange had 40,000 members.

On July 12, 1936, Lieutenant José Castillo, an important member of the anti-fascist military organization Unión Militar Republicana Antifascista (UMRA), was shot by Falangist gunmen. In retaliation the following day, July 13, UMRA members assassinated José Calvo Sotelo, leader of the right-wing opposition and the most prominent Spanish monarchist who, describing the government's actions as Bolshevist and Anarchist, had been exhorting the army to violence, declaring that Spanish soldiers would save the country from Communism if "there are no politicians capable of doing so"

The Right blamed the government for Calvo Sotelo's assassination. Although it is sometimes considered the catalyst for the further political polarisation that ensued, the Falange and other right-wing conspirators, including Juan de la Cierva, had already been conspiring to launch a military coup d'état against the government, to be led by senior army officers. When the antifascist Castillo and the pro-Fascist Calvo Sotelo were buried on the same day July 14 in the same Madrid cemetery, fighting between the Police Assault Guard and Fascist militias broke out in the surrounding streets, resulting in four more deaths.

Three days later (July 17), the coup d'état began more or less as it had been planned, with an army uprising in Spanish Morocco which then spread to several regions of the country. Franco's move was intended to seize power immediately, but his army uprising met with serious resistance and great swathes of Spain, including most of the main cities, remained loyal to the  legally established Republic of Spain. General Franco then, instead of declaring his coup a failure, initiated a slow and determined war of attrition against the elected government in Madrid. As a result, an estimated total of approximately 500,000 people would lose their lives in the war that followed.

On July 17, 1936, General Franco led the Spanish Army of Africa from Morocco to attack the mainland, while another force from the north under General Emilio Mola moved south from Navarre. Military units were also mobilized elsewhere to take over government institutions.  Before long the professional Army of Africa took much of the south and west under the control of the rebels. Bloody purges followed in each piece of captured "Nationalist" territory in order to consolidate Franco's future regime. Although both sides received foreign military aid, the help which Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany as part of German involvement in the Spanish Civil War, and neighboring Portugal gave the rebels, was much greater than the assistance that the Republicans received from the USSR, Mexico, and the volunteers of the International Brigades. While the Axis powers wholeheartedly assisted General Franco's military campaign, the governments of France, Britain and other democratic European powers looked the other way and let the young Spanish Republic die, as the actions of the Non-Intervention Committee would show. 

1937—the Condor Legion begins bombing in support of Franco—the US Congress passed a Neutrality Act, prohibiting the sale of weapons to either side—by April, 100,000 Italians were fighting in Spain and on April 27, the Condor Legion bombed Guernica—Abraham Lincoln Brigades fought with the Republic

The Spanish  government went into exile on April 1, 1939, when the last of the loyalist Republican forces surrendered to rebel forces (calling themselves nacionales) led by Generalísimo Franco at the end of the Spanish Civil War--1939—Franco wins the war and become dictator—on August 23, Hitler and Stalin signed a nonaggression pact and agreed to divide Poland—on September 1, German troops invaded Poland and on September 3, England and France declared war on Germany—

ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADES
Thousands of concerned citizens from some fifty nations, ignoring their own governments’ purported neutrality, rallied to the Republic’s support. Almost forty thousand men and women, including 2,800 Americans, traveled to Spain to help fight fascism. Most of them joined the International Brigades, organized in 1936 by the Communist International. The U.S. volunteers in Spain formed several battalions and served in various units (medical, transportation) and came to be known collectively as the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.
Documentary of Brigades 

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=spanish+civil+war&view=detail&mid=CD6804E63726D9A36936CD6804E63726D9A36936&first=0&FORM=LKVR1 (9:58)—Part I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYEuakXUlf0&feature=related (10:00) Part II
The Abraham Lincoln Brigade was made up of volunteers from all walks of American life, and from all classes. Many of the people who volunteered for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade were official members of the Communist Party USA or affiliated with other socialist or anarchist organizations, such as the Uruguayan Hugo Fernández Artucio. Members of the Industrial Workers of the World were also represented. It is sometimes thought to be the first American military unit to be commanded by a black officer, Oliver Law. 

American volunteers began organizing and arriving in Spain in 1937. Centered in the town of Figueres, near the border with France, the battalion was organized in 1937. The Lincolns went into action in February 1937 after less than two months of training. They initially fielded three companies, two infantry and one machine gun. They suffered heavy losses on February 27, 1937, including their commander Robert Hale Merriman, in a futile assault on Nationalist positions. The battalion was slowly rebuilt while maintaining their front line trenches. The unit was pulled out of the lines for the Brunete Offensive
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In January 1937, the Congress passed a joint resolution outlawing the arms trade with Spain. The Neutrality Act of 1937, passed in May, included the provisions of the earlier acts, this time without expiration date, and extended them to cover civil wars as well. Further, U.S. ships were prohibited from transporting any passengers or articles to belligerents, and U.S. citizens were forbidden from traveling on ships of belligerent nations.

March 1938 found the Lincoln-Washington Battalion in reserve positions in the Aragon. The Lincoln-Washington Battalion was swept up in the disaster known as The Retreats that occurred when Nationalist forces punched through the Republican lines and drove to the sea cutting the Republic in two. During the two phases the Lincoln-Washington Battalion lost most of its personnel killed, captured or missing. The remnants of the Battalion gathered on the far side of the Ebro River where they were reconstituted with an influx of Spanish conscripts.

In July 1938 the rebuilt Lincoln-Washington Battalion went into action crossing the Ebro in the last Republican offensive. After the offensive stalled the Lincoln-Washington Battalion fought in defensive actions in the Sierra Pandols before the Republican government pulled out the internationals in September, 1938.

Among the US supporters of the Lincoln Brigades were: Paul Robeson-Honorary member Dashiell Hammett, Lillian Hellman, Gypsy Rose Lee. Dorothy Parker. Pablo Picasso, Sam Yorty (who was mayor of Los Angeles from 1961-73), Helen Keller, Ernest Hemingway, Woody Guthrie and George Orwell
In 1939, The Roosevelt Administration's Attorney-General, Frank Murphy indicted 16 alleged Communists and fellow travelers for having recruited volunteers for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade supporting Spanish Republican forces against Franco and the Nationalists. This earned Murphy censure from liberals.
Great web site http://www.alba-valb.org/ 

Louis Gordon describes his experience in the war (at JHU) in 1998 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81DCKBsvQEs (1:44) 
La Pasionaria’s farewell http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Xfm3o45iIE&feature=fvwrel (5:13) dramatization

INDIA 
Mohandas (later, Mahatma) Gandhi began the national campaign to rally the populace of India to use passive resistance and noncooperation against the occupying British colonialist government-- major international media attention followed his peaceful resistance movement against the British colonial rule in India. 
The Salt March (1930)--In 1930 in order to help free India from British control, Mahatma Gandhi proposed a non-violent march protesting the British Salt Tax, continuing Gandhi's pleas for civil disobedience.  The Salt Tax essentially made it illegal to sell or produce salt, allowing a complete British monopoly.  Since salt is necessary in everyone's daily diet, everyone in India was affected.  The Salt Tax made it illegal for workers to freely collect their own salt from the coasts of India, making them buy salt they couldn't really afford--    On April 5, 1930 Gandhi and his satyagrahis (activists of truth and resolution) reached the coast.  After prayers were offered, Gandhi spoke to the large crowd.  He picked up a tiny lump of salt, breaking the law.  Within moments, the satyagrahis followed Gandhi's passive defiance, picking up salt everywhere along the coast.  A month later, Gandhi was arrested and thrown into prison, already full with fellow protestors.
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The Government of India Act of 1935 is passed in the British Raj, separating Burma into a separate British colony and increasing political autonomy of the princely states in India. The Gandhi–Irwin Pact is signed by Mohandas Gandhi and Viceroy of India, Lord Irwin on March 5, 1931. Gandhi agrees to end the campaign of civil disobedience being carried out by the Indian National Congress (INC) in exchange for Irwin accepting the INC to participate in roundtable talks on British colonial policy in India. The Gandhi–Irwin Pact was a political agreement signed by Mahatma Gandhi and the then Viceroy of India, Lord Irwin on March 5, 1931 before the second Round Table Conference in London. Before this, the viceroy Lord Irwin announced in October 1929, a vague offer of “dominion status” for India in an unspecified future and a Round Table Conference to discuss a future constitution.

"The Two Mahatmas"—as Sarojini Naidu described Gandhi and Irwin—had eight meetings that totaled 24 hours. Gandhi was impressed by Irwin’s sincerity. The terms of the "Gandhi-Irwin Pact" fell manifestly short of those Gandhi prescribed as the minimum for a truce, whose condition included:
· Discontinuation of the civil disobedience movement by the Indian National Congress

· Participation by the Indian National Congress in the Round Table Conference
· Withdrawal of all ordinances issued by the British Government imposing curbs on the activities of the Indian National Congress
· Withdrawal of all prosecutions relating to several types of offenses except those involving violence

· Release of prisoners arrested for participating in the civil disobedience movement

· Removal of the tax on salt, which allowed the Indians to produce, trade, and sell salt legally and for their own private use
British officials in India, and in England, were outraged by the idea of a pact with a party whose avowed purpose was the destruction of the British Raj. Winston Churchill publicly expressed his disgust ". . . at the nauseating and humiliating spectacle of this one-time Inner Temple lawyer, now seditious fakir, striding half-naked up the steps of the Viceroy’s palace, there to negotiate and parley on equal terms with the representative of the King Emperor."
In reply, the British Government agreed to

1. Withdraw all ordinances and end prosecutions

2. Release all political prisoners, except those guilty of violence

3. Permit peaceful picketing of liquor and foreign cloth shops

4. Restore confiscated properties of the satyagrahis 
5. Permit free collection or manufacture of salt by persons near the sea-coast

6. Lift the ban over the congress.
NEUTRALITY ACTS


The controversy in the 1930s was whether the US should be directly involved in any way in foreign activities, especially with the economic problems and the disillusionment after WWI, the war to end all wars”—the period is great for second-guessers since so much foreign activity finally drew the US into WWII

Churchill wrote, after accusing the US of being “aloof,” that: “Absorbed in their own affairs and all the abounding interests, activities and accidents of a free community, they [the US] simply gaped at the vast changes which were taking place in Europe , and imagined they were no concern of theirs. . . . the Americans merely shrugged their shoulders, so that in a few years they had to pour out the blood and treasures of the New World to save themselves from mortal danger.” (p. 78)
The Nye Committee--The United States Senate Special Committee on Investigation of the Munitions Industry, chaired by Senator Gerald P. Nye (R-ND), lasted from September 4, 1934 to February 24, 1936 and gained front page attention across the country.
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The Senate Munitions Committee came into existence solely for the purpose of this hearing. Although World War I had been over for sixteen years, there were revived reports that America's leading munitions companies had effectively influenced the United States into that  conflict, which killed 53,000 Americans, hence the companies' nickname—Merchants of Death, an epithet used in the U.S. in the 1930s to attack industries and banks that supplied and funded World War I-- The term originated as the title of a book by H.C. Engelbrecht and F.C. Hanighen, Merchants of Death (1934), an expose, and  the term was popular in antiwar circles of both the left and the right, and was used extensively regarding the Senate hearings in 1936 by the Nye Committee
The Nye Committee conducted 93 hearings and questioned more than 200 witnesses. The first hearings were in September 1934 and the final hearings in February 1936. The hearings covered four topics:

· The munitions industry
· Bidding on Government contracts in the shipbuilding industry

· War profits

· The background leading up to U.S. entry into World War I.

The committee documented the huge profits that arms factories had made during the war. Nye created headlines by drawing connections between the wartime profits of the banking and munitions industries to America's involvement in World War I. Many Americans felt betrayed and questioned that the war had been an epic battle between the forces of good (democracy) and evil (autocracy). This investigation of these "merchants of death" helped to bolster sentiments for isolationism. 
The committee reported that between 1915 and January 1917, the United States lent Germany 27 million dollars, and in the same period, it lent to the United Kingdom and its allies 2.3 billion dollars, almost 100 times as much

January, 1935—both Huey Long and Father Coughlin campaigned against the treaty affiliating the US with the world  Court—Coughlin took up the issue as a personal cause, beyond the usual isolationism expressed by people like Senator Hiram Johnson (R-CA)—when Coughlin finished a radio program denouncing the treaty, telegrams to the White House had to be carried in wheelbarrows--

August 31, 1935—FDR signs the Neutrality Act, or Senate Joint Resolution No. 173, which he calls an "expression of the desire...to avoid any action which might involve [the U.S.] in war." The signing came at a time when newly installed fascist governments in Europe were beginning to beat the drums of war.
In a public statement that day, Roosevelt said that the new law would require American vessels to obtain a license to carry arms, would restrict Americans from sailing on ships from hostile nations and would impose an embargo on the sale of arms to "belligerent" nations. Most observers understood "belligerent" to imply Germany under its new leader, Adolf Hitler, and Italy under Benito Mussolini. It also provided the strongest language yet warning other countries that the U.S. would increase its patrol of foreign submarines lurking in American waters. This was seen as a response to Hitler's March 1935 announcement that Germany would no longer honor the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, which prohibited Germany from rebuilding her military; he had then immediately stepped up the country's submarine production.
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Although the legislation stated that the U.S. intended to stay out of foreign wars, Roosevelt insisted that the country could not foresee future situations in which the U.S. might have to amend its neutral stance. Noting that "history is filled with unforeseeable situations that call for some flexibility of action," Roosevelt contended that the law would not prevent the U.S. from cooperating with other "similarly minded Governments to promote peace." In other words, he left plenty of room for America to change its mind regarding the sale of arms to friendly countries and gave it the right to exercise options to protect her own safety. 
            This came to pass in March 1941, when the passing of the Lend-Lease Act increased America's military exports to the British in order to help them fight off Hitler's advance toward England.
   
The Neutrality Act of 1936, passed in February of that year, renewed the provisions of the 1935 act for another 14 months. It also forbade all loans or credits to belligerents.
However, this act did not cover "civil wars," such as that in Spain (1936-1939), nor did it cover materials such as trucks and oil. U.S. companies such as Texaco, Standard Oil, Ford, General Motors, and Studebaker used this loophole to sell such items to Franco on credit. By 1939, Franco owed these and other companies more than $100,000,000. 
In January 1937, the Congress passed a joint resolution outlawing the arms trade with Spain. The Neutrality Act of 1937, passed in May, included the provisions of the earlier acts, this time without expiration date, and extended them to cover civil wars as well. Further, U.S. ships were prohibited from transporting any passengers or articles to belligerents, and U.S. citizens were forbidden from traveling on ships of belligerent nations.

In a concession to Roosevelt, a "cash and carry" provision that had been devised by his advisor Bernard Baruch was added: the President could permit the sale of materials and supplies to belligerents in Europe as long as the recipients arranged for the transport and paid immediately in cash, with the argument that this would not draw the U.S. into the conflict. Roosevelt believed that cash and carry would aid France and Great Britain in the event of a war with Germany, since they were the only countries that controlled the seas and were able to take advantage of the provision. The cash and carry clause was set to expire after two years.
FDR was now closely restricted even as events made an international effort more urgent: Mussolini had Ethiopia, Hitler had taken the Rhineland, and Franco was advancing in Spain and then Japan invaded China

[image: image17.jpg]Still No Solution




A minor battle at the Marco Polo Bridge in Beijing was used as the excuse for the invasion--Japan invaded China in July 1937, starting the Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945) , landing troops at shanghai and capturing on December 15 the nationalist capital of Nanking—the next several weeks are called “The Rape of Nanking” and Japanese troops conducted “an orgy of rape, bayoneting, beheading and machine-gunning” (Kennedy, p. 401) that killed an estimated 200,000 Chinese—59% of the American public supported the Chinese, as did influential Henry Luce, who had been raised by American missionaries in China—support was also increased by The Good Earth, published in 1931 just as the Japanese were seizing Manchuria and then in 1937 when the movie, seen by more than 20 million Americans came out--
FDR, who supported the Chinese side, chose not to invoke the Neutrality Acts since the parties had not formally declared war. In so doing, he ensured that China's efforts to defend itself would not be hindered by the legislation: China was dependent on arms imports and only Japan would have been able to take advantage of cash and carry. This outraged the isolationists in Congress who claimed that the spirit of the law was being undermined. Roosevelt stated that he would prohibit American ships from transporting arms to the belligerents, but he allowed British ships to transport American arms to China. 
Roosevelt gave his Quarantine Speech in October 1937, outlining a move away from neutrality and towards "quarantining" all aggressors—gave his speech in Chicago, challenging Robert McCormick who had a newspaper and radio empire that called Hoover :the greatest state socialists in history” and FDR a “Communist”—said “Wisconsin is the nuttiest state, next to California” and other parts of the country “are diluted in their Americanism”—“foreign service officers are he-debutants, dead from the neck up” (quoted Kennedy, p. 404)--FDR proclaimed that “an epidemic of lawlessness is spreading . . .There is no escape through mere isolation or neutrality . . . There must be positive endeavors to preserve peace”-- He then imposed a "moral embargo" on exports of aircraft to Japan.

September 21, 1939-- FDR went to Congress to ask that the Neutrality Acts be amended. Roosevelt hoped to lift an embargo against sending military aid to countries in Europe facing the onslaught of Nazi aggression during World War II. In 1936 and 1937, the Neutrality Acts had been expanded to restrict the sale of arms and war materials during a period of isolationist sentiment. However, in 1939, the rising threat to democracy in Western Europe--and pro-democratic forces in China--spurred Roosevelt to ease these restrictions. FDR warned Congress that Europe was on the verge of descending into a second global conflict. During the address, Roosevelt described how countries such as Germany built up "vast armies and navies and storehouses of war...with growing speed and intensity," while the U.S. had tried to remain neutral doing "all in its power to encourage peaceful settlements." However, by 1939, Roosevelt had begun to weigh the benefits of American neutrality against the nation's obligation to help democratic nations defend themselves against fascist, expansionist Germany and Italy. In his speech before Congress, Roosevelt said that American neutrality laws as they stood in 1939 may actually give passive "aid to an aggressor" while denying help to victimized nations.

Although the language of the proposed amendment technically stated that any country would be allowed to purchase arms and goods from a still neutral U.S., Roosevelt's primary goal was to make it easier for the U.S. to supply arms to democratic Britain and France. The new provision prohibited American ships from transporting arms or war material, gave the president power to identify combat zones (primarily Atlantic sea lanes) from which American citizens would be restricted and made it illegal for U.S. citizens to travel on vessels from belligerent nations.
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (August 23, 1939)-- It was a non-aggression pact under which the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany each pledged to remain neutral in the event that either nation were attacked by a third party. It remained in effect until 22 June 1941, when Germany invaded the Soviet Union.

In addition to stipulations of non-aggression, the treaty included a secret protocol dividing Romania, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland into German and Soviet spheres of influence, anticipating potential "territorial and political rearrangements" of these countries. Thereafter, Germany and the Soviet Union invaded, on September 1 and 17 respectively, their respective sides of Poland, dividing the country between them. Part of eastern Finland was annexed by the Soviet Union after the Winter War. This was followed by Soviet annexations of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina and the Hertza region.
This treaty radically expanded the isolationist movement as the Communist Party and its supporters advocated non-intervention—refer to the Norman Thomas/Bertram Wolfe book, Keep American Out of War (1939)
Congress finally agreed to the proposed changes on November 4, 1939. A year later, with Britain standing as the last bastion against Nazi aggression in Europe and with German U-boats threatening American shipping, the Neutrality Act was again amended to allow the arming of merchant vessels. In March 1941, when the passing of the Lend-Lease Act increased America's military exports to the British in order to help them fight off Hitler's advance toward England.
In December 1941, the act was rendered moot by the bombing of Pearl Harbor and America's subsequent entry into World War II.
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