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CHAPTER 11-THE REPEAL OF THE NEW DEAL (1939-1940)
HISTORIOGRAPHY—Interview with Amity Shlaes on The Forgotten Man
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyxrDwLbZ7g (9:53)—Part 1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JI2C5hmnMM&feature=relmfu (9:41)

In many ways, the country’s focus was shifted to foreign events—it is generally accepted that WWII “started” in September, 1939, when German invaded Poland after signing the treaty with the Soviet Union—all domestic policies dwindled both because of the fierce opposition to the New Deal, to the scattering of the union movement as a result of the 1938 recession, and to an increasing concern over the imminent world war
FDR had relied on conservative southern Democrats to support the domestic policies of the New Deal, and allowed segregation to continue as part of the bargain—now as FDR thought it was essential for the US to get involved in Europe, this same group became important supporters but, in exchange, many of the New Deal initiatives were dropped—all economic planning, a national employment policy, support for the union movement and one historian claims that by the time Truman left office in 1953, the New Deal “had been tamed, its broad vision replaced by endless rounds of interest group policies.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/07/books/review/fear-itself-by-ira-katznelson.html?pagewanted=all 

March, 1938—Germany absorbs Austria and immediately reports came to the US about atrocities against Jews—Kennedy describes a division among American Jews that reduced the pressure on the administration:

1. The American Jewish Congress-led by Rabbi Stephen Wise, represented Eastern European Jews, often orthodox Jews and socialists—the first to mobilize against Hitler

2. American Jewish Committee—older, more moderate, reform Jews and well-assimilated—opposed more emigration of Eastern European Jews whose arrival had upset the tradition Jewish community—Herbert Lehman proposed expanding the number of Jews admitted to the US—to 500!!—

After the Austrian Anschluss, FDR ordered the merging of German and Austrian quotas and the special expediting of visas so 50,000 Joes could enter the US over the next two years—

FDR proposed an international conference for July 6, 1938 at Lake Geneva—Switzerland did not want to even host the conference for fear of antagonizing Germany—Britain said it would attend only if the Palestine question not be discussed—several Latin American countries, envisioned as possible places for refugees, refused the idea because of “Ibero-American personality and Catholic tradition” (quoted Kennedy, p. 415)—Goebbels announced that if any country felt it did not have enough Jews, “I shall gladly turn over to it all our Jews.”—the issue of relocation proved insuperable—a Fortune survey in 1938 showed that only 5% of the US population was willing to expand immigration quotas—

1938 Kristallnacht—Hitler talks of “complete extermination”

In a news conference on the eve of Thanksgiving 1938, Harold Ickes proposed offering Alaska as a "haven for Jewish refugees from Germany and other areas in Europe where the Jews are subjected to oppressive restrictions." This proposal was designed to bypass normal immigration quotas, because Alaska was not a state. Ickes had toured Alaska that summer, meeting with local officials to discuss how to attract greater development, both for economic reasons and to bolster security in an area so close to Japan and Russia and to develop a plan to attract international professionals, including European Jews. In his press conference, he pointed out that 200 families had been relocated from the Dust Bowl to Alaska's Matanuska-Susitna Valley. The Department of the Interior prepared a report detailing the advantages of the plan, which was introduced as a bill by Utah's Senator William H. King and California's Democratic Representative Franck R. Havenner. The plan met with little support from American Jews, however, with the exception of the Labor Zionists of America; most Jews agreed with Rabbi Stephen Samuel Wise of the American Jewish Congress that the plan, if implemented, would deliver "a wrong and hurtful impression . . . that Jews are taking over some part of the country for settlement."  The final blow was dealt when Roosevelt suggested a limit of only 10,000 immigrants a year for five years, with a maximum of 10 percent Jews. He later reduced even that number and never publicly mentioned the plan.

SPAIN--The International Brigades were withdrawn from battle by the Spanish Prime Minister Juan Negrín, in the spring of 1938 in the vain hope that the Nationalists would withdraw their German and Italian Troops in turn. Most of the surviving Lincolns were repatriated by early 1939
1939

January, 1939: For the first time in his annual address to Congress, FDR proposed no domestic reforms but instead stressed the danger posed to democracy and international peace by the forces of aggression. Later in the month, the United States budget shows increased spending on national defense. 

February 20, 1939--The German-American Bund stages a rally in New York City. About 20,000 enthusiasts attend; they come mostly from Father Charles Coughlin’s Christian Front.

March 15, 1939--Nazi troops enter Czechoslovakia and occupy Prague. No nation takes forcible action against the move. Of roughly 50,000 Jews in the city, only 19,000 will escape from Europe. Tens of thousands of Jews are trapped when Nazi troops enter the Czech provinces of Bohemia and Moravia.
March 25--As 500,000 people watch, 20,000 protestors march in a “Stop Hitler” parade held in New York City.

April 1--The Spanish Civil War ends, with  Franco’s Fascists the victors and one more piece for the Axis powers—as Franco brutally consolidated his power in Spain, he constantly tried to negotiate with Hitler, and then with Mussolini, to enter the war in exchange for huge territories, like Tunisia, in Africa, as well as Gibraltar, which would be taken when/if the British were defeated—Hitler resisted these concessions so Spain did not provide much military help—sent one legion to join the German invasion of Russia, and allowed German use of ports and facilities while it tried to block off the Mediterranean—Hitler thought Franco was a buffoon
Hitler mocks FDR (April 28, 1939)—with subtitles

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4yoPEMY6Eo&feature=related (5:30)
May 22--Nazi Germany signs “Pact of Steel” with Italy.

Wagner-Rogers Bill (June, 1939) -- Senator Robert F. Wagner (D-NY), and Representative Edith Nourse Rogers (R-MA) introduced identical bills to offer refuge to 20,000 German children, a great majority of them Jewish children. At the time, the immigration laws contained limits, called "quotas" on the number of immigrants that could come to the U.S. from each country. These children were to be admitted "outside" the quota from Germany. They would be temporarily adopted by American families, with costs assumed by individuals and private organizations. The migration of the children would be supervised by the American Friends Service Committee, a Quaker organization that had been active in refugee assistance in Europe. 
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The bill was supported by the Nonsectarian Committee for German Refugee Children, a large group of prominent individuals and organizations including religious figures, deans of major academic institutions, political figures and Hollywood actors and actresses. The bill was also supported by many labor unions and by the ALF and CIO. 

Opposed to the bill were many “patriotic” organizations that opposed any increase to the immigration quotas. These groups included the American Legion, the American Coalition of Patriotic Societies, the Daughters of the American Revolution, American Women Against Communism, Dames of the Loyal Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, United Daughters of the Confederacy, Daughters of the Defenders of the Republic, Society of Mayflower Descendants, Sons of the American Revolution, Daughters of the American Revolution, Lord’s Day Alliance of the United States and the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

The arguments against the bill included the following: 

· “Charity begins at home”   

· Coming out of the depression, America should be helping thousands of its own 

poor children.
· We should not break up German families.  

· America should not respond to external pressure to increase immigration to the 

U.S. 

·  If we help those from abroad, we should not limit our aid to one ethnicity or nationality 

· The immigration of these children might bring unwanted foreign elements into the U.S., such as spies or Communists. 

· It we single out the Jewish people for assistance, it will backfire and create more anti-Semitism in the U.S. 

The bill was actively opposed by the State Department, as many State Department officials were anti-Semitic, opposed opening the immigration quotas, or were concerned that in assisting refugees, we would unwittingly assist spies and other enemies to enter the U.S. 

FDR did not take a position on the Wagner-Rogers bill. Despite pleas from Eleanor, claiming he needed the southern Democrats to support “the big picture.”(quoted Rowley, p. 229). In the end, the bill died in Congress. No special bills were ever passed, and no special programs were created to assist those trying to flee the Nazi regime. In 1941, it became impossible to leave Nazi-occupied lands, and the fate of the Jews in those regions was sealed.

Asked for her opinion on the bill, Mrs. James Houghteling, wife of the commissioner of immigration, whispered that the only problem with the Wagner-Rogers bill is “that 20,000 ugly [Jewish] children would all too soon grow up into 20,000 ugly adults.” Mrs. Houghteling was Laura Delano Houghteling, President Roosevelt’s cousin.

August 23--Germany and the Soviet Union sign non-aggression pact, known as the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact (named after Foreign Ministers). Secretly, the pact divided up Poland and other parts of Eastern Europe--Stalin couched all his land requirements in terms of defending parts of Russia, be it Leningrad or Murmansk, from attack. The “war” between Russia and Finland, generally referred to as the Winter War, lasted from November 30th 1939 to March 13th, 1940. The Winter War was a direct result of the Nazi-Soviet Non-aggression Pact of August 1939. The public face of this treaty was a ten-year period of non-aggression between Nazi Germany and Stalin’s Russia. There was a secret side to it however, which stated that Russia would attack Poland in September 1939 and would have more rights to determine its sphere of influence in Eastern Europe.
September 3—England and France declared war on Germany—on September 5, The United States declared neutrality in the European war even though FDR knew at this time that the US would have to get involved in the war

Fireside Chat 14 (September 3, 1939)

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TyWQbSpfBY&feature=relmfu (7:25) after the invasion of Poland

After the fall of Poland in September 1939, Russia sought to extend its influence over the Baltic and between September and October 1939, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia were all made to sign treaties “of mutual assistance” that allowed Russia to establish military bases in each of the three Baltic states. Many people assumed that Finland would be Russia’s next target.

On October 5th, 1939, Russia invited Finnish representatives to Moscow to discuss “political questions.” Finland sent to the meeting J K Paasikivi who met Stalin and Molotov to discuss land questions on the Finnish/Russian border. The meeting started on October 12th.

To defend the approach to Leningrad, Stalin wanted Finnish islands in the Gulf of Finland, including Suursaari Island, handed over to Russia; he wanted to lease Hanko as a military base and to establish a garrison of 5,000 men there and he demanded more Finnish land on the Russian border to be ceded to Russia. In return, Stalin offered Finland land in Soviet Karelia and the right for Finland to fortify the Aaland Islands--Paasikivi returned to Helsinki to discuss with the Finnish government Stalin’s demands.

Finland was highly suspicious of anything required by Stalin. Relations between Russia and Finland had been fraught for many decades and nearly everyone in Finland saw Stalin’s demands as an attempt by Russia to re-establish her authority over Finland once again. Historically, Finland had been part of the Russian Empire; from 1809 to 1917, Finland had the status of a self-governing duchy. It was the Bolsheviks under Lenin that had recognized the full independence of Finland in December 1917. Therefore, anything regarding land and Finland done by Russia in the era of Stalin was understandably seen as suspicious within Finland.  

However, Stalin was himself suspicious of Finland. He believed that Finland would welcome the defeat of communist Russia – after all, Finland had helped anti-communist groups in the Russian Civil War and Stalin believed that Finland would allow her land to be used as a base by invading forces for an attack on Russia.
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After discussions in Helsinki, Stalin’s proposals were rejected. Ironically, two people did show some “support” for them – Paasikivi and Marshall Mannerheim, commander-in-chief of designate of Finland’s military in time of war. Both felt that some islands in the Gulf of Finland should be ceded to ‘buy off’ Russia as both feared that if war did occur, Finland would have to fight Russia by itself with no help from any other country. However, their beliefs were rejected by the Finnish government, even though Germany urged Finland to accept Russia’s demands. By the end of November 1939, was between Finland and Russia seemed unavoidable. 

When war broke out, the Finnish army was small. The country only had a population of 4 million and as a result of this any army could only have been small. Finland could muster a small army of professionals. The country also had a peacetime army of conscripts which was boosted each year by an annual intake of new men. There was also a reserve which all conscripts passed into after a year’s service. Compared to the vast potential resources of the Red Army, the Finnish Army was dwarfed.

September 21--FDR calls for a special session of Congress to repeal the Neutrality Acts.  He argues the United States could preserve neutrality and provide Great Britain and France with arms by adopting a cash and carry plan--FDR prevailed over the isolationists and on November 4 the Neutrality Act of 1939 was passed, allowing for arms trade with belligerent nations on a cash and carry basis, thus in effect ending the arms embargo. Furthermore, the Neutrality Acts of 1935 and 1937 were repealed, American citizens and ships were barred from entering war zones designated by the President
Frank Capra/Dmitri Tiomkin documentary

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isZiQEOO4QI (25:54)—the Neutrality Act starts at 16:59
September 27--Warsaw surrenders. 

September 28--Soviet Union and Germany divide Poland. 

October 6—Hitler’s peace offer, based on a German victory in Poland, is rejected by Britain and France. 

October 8--In Poland, the process of moving the Jewish population into ghettos begins. 

October 11--Albert Einstein and others inform FDR of the possibility of creating an atomic bomb—in a letter to  FDR, Einstein urged him to ask the Belgian Queen Mother to prevent a stockpile of uranium in the Belgian Congo from falling to the hands of the Germans—as a committee d pacifist/socialist, Einstein was opposed to war but recognized the threat of Nazism-- http://www.dannen.com/ae-fdr.html --copy of original letter

October 16--First German air raid on the British Isles. 

November 4--The United States Congress amends the Neutrality Acts to favor Britain and France, lifting the embargo and authorizing cash & carry. 

DOMESTIC ISSUES

In March 8, 1939, FDR challenged Morgenthau for tax policies that would favor big business, a dispute that continued through the year and wrecked the personal relationship of the two neighbors--

Marian Anderson—a crucial moment for the period came when Anderson was [image: image3.png]


scheduled to perform on Easter Sunday (April 9, 1939), she was denied access to Constitution Hall, which was owned by the Daughters of the American Revolution—the denial was revealed by Eleanor in her daily column and the plan was set to have the concert, supported by Ickes—Secretary of the Interior—and by Sol Hurok, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial—when asked, FDR said “She can sing from the top of the Washington Monument if she wants to” (quoted Hiltzik, p. 412)—only Hugo Black from the Supreme Court attended and VP Garner refused to support it or to attend—in his introduction, Ickes said “In this great auditorium under the sky, all of us are free. . . .Genius like justice is blind.”—75,000 people had gathered, with a nationwide radio audience, and Anderson began by singing America—Hiltzik claims the concert was “the first link in a chain of aspiration stretching from the social and political upheaval known as the New Deal to the social and political upheaval known as the civil rights movement” (p. 418)--as an encore, Anderson sang another spiritual  “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen”
Intro and first song http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAONYTMf2pk (1:20)
Intro by Ickes (no video)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkPI0VKM4Fk&feature=related 

Hearst newsreel http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XF9Quk0QhSE (1:51)

Anderson history and newsreel http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8FMTYSX-f8 (4:08)

Smithsonian documentary http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEFeoS0tn68 (1:12)—good sound and narrative but no video

Excellent web site http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/american_originals/eleanor.html 

The Gospel Train http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Uw2eUpKqCg 

1967 - Joan Baez was barred from performing at the Constitution Hall in Washington, DC by the Daughters of the American Revolution because of her opposition to the Vietnam War.

In 2009, a commemorative concert was held at the Memorial http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2009/apr/13/dc-concert-honors-history/ 

November 30—HUAC called leaders of the Youth Congress, a group of young radicals, to testify-- the American Youth Congress, or AYC, was formed in 1935 to advocate for youth rights in U.S. politics, and was responsible for introducing the American Youth Bill of Rights to the U.S. Congress. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt's relationship with the AYC eventually led to the formation of the National Youth Administration.  Speaking of the National Youth Administration in the 1930s, Eleanor Roosevelt expressed her concern about ageism, stating that "I live in real terror when I think we may be losing this generation. We have got to bring these young people into the active life of the community and make them feel that they are necessary."  

On July 4, 1936, the AYC had issued a Declaration of the Rights of American Youth, which addressed several issues, mainly inalienable rights issues that affected youth, and the economic issues. By 1939 the movement claimed 4,697,915 members in 513 affiliated organizations nationwide--they focused on the draft, which was taking youths at age 18 off to [image: image4.jpg]The Best Answer to Race Persecution




war. At the time in the United States one was not legally an adult in any way until one was 21. They also focused on the economic exploitation of youth.
Eleanor invited some of the students back to the White House when the hearing was delayed to meet FDR on the day that Russia invaded Finland, discouraging many of the students—one of the students was Joseph Lash, who became a friend of Eleanor and later wrote a biography Franklin and Eleanor that won a Pulitzer Prize---another was Clinton Jencks, later an organizer for The Mine, Mill, smelter Workers, who challenged FDR over possible moves to intervene in Europe—Jencks was following the Communist Party line that the US should stay out of any European engagement, a policy that did not change until Germany invaded Russia in 1941
The Alien Registration Act of 1940 also known as the Smith Act because of Congressman Howard W. Smith of Virginia, a Democrat and a leader of the "anti-labor" bloc of congressmen and signed reluctantly into law by FDR--between the occupation of Czechoslovakia and the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact of 1939, the House of Representatives drafted the Smith Act because of a fear that there might be a repetition of the anarchist agitation that had occurred in 1900 or the antipathy toward alien radicalism that had surfaced in 1919.--Congress was also worried about Nazi or Communist subversion after war broke out in Europe--set criminal penalties for advocating the overthrow of the U.S. government and required all non-citizen adult residents to register with the government. The Act is best known for its use against political organizations and figures, with approximately 215 Americans indicted under terms of the legislation, including alleged communists, Trotskyists, and fascists. Prosecutions continued under the Smith Act until a series of United States Supreme Court decisions in 1957 reversed a number of convictions so obtained as unconstitutional. The statute has not been repealed.

The Act set federal criminal penalties that included fines or imprisonment for as long as twenty years and denied all employment by the federal government for five years following a conviction for anyone who:
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"...with intent to cause the overthrow or destruction of any such government, prints, publishes, edits, issues, circulates, sells, distributes, or publicly displays any written or printed matter advocating, advising, or teaching the duty, necessity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroying any government in the United States by force or violence, or attempts to do so; or...organizes or helps or attempts to organize any society, group, or assembly of persons who teach, advocate, or encourage the overthrow or destruction of any such government by force or violence; or becomes or is a member of, or affiliates with, any such society, group, or assembly of persons, knowing the purposes thereof.

Color Photos of the New Deal (1939-43) http://carriagetrade.org/Social-Photography-II 
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